
1 

 

 

Bibles??? 

The Word of God is the Absolute Truth and the Final Authority 

This morning we are continuing our study through the book of Exodus –  

We are going to cover Exodus 30-31 

We are going to be looking at the Ark of Incense and the Laver (Layver) as well as the 

recipes for the oil and the incense and we will see how they point to Jesus Christ. 

Let’s pray… 

[Exo 30:1-38 NKJV] 1 "You shall make an altar to burn incense on; you shall 

make it of acacia wood. 2 "A cubit [shall be] its length and a cubit its width--it 

shall be square--and two cubits [shall be] its height. Its horns [shall be] of one 

piece with it. 3 "And you shall overlay its top, its sides all around, and its horns 

with pure gold; and you shall make for it a molding of gold all around. 4 "Two 

gold rings you shall make for it, under the molding on both its sides. You shall 

place [them] on its two sides, and they will be holders for the poles with which to 

bear it. 5 "You shall make the poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold. 

6 "And you shall put it before the veil that [is] before the ark of the Testimony, 

before the mercy seat that [is] over the Testimony, where I will meet with you. 7 

"Aaron shall burn on it sweet incense every morning; when he tends the lamps, 

he shall burn incense on it. 8 "And when Aaron lights the lamps at twilight, he 
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shall burn incense on it, a perpetual incense before the LORD throughout your 

generations. 9 "You shall not offer strange incense on it, or a burnt offering, or a 

grain offering; nor shall you pour a drink offering on it. 10 "And Aaron shall 

make atonement upon its horns once a year with the blood of the sin offering of 

atonement; once a year he shall make atonement upon it throughout your 

generations. It [is] most holy to the LORD."  

So the first furnishing described here in the chapter is the altar of incense. 

Now there are two altars in the tabernacle. 

A few weeks ago we went over the altar in the courtyard. It was the first thing that a 

worshipper would see as they would approach the Tabernacle. 

That altar was made of bronze. 

Bronze, as I have mentioned before - is the metal of judgment. 

And Jesus was judged on the cross as He bore our sin. 

The bronze altar was the altar of sacrifice meaning that the only way to approach God 

is with a sacrifice. 

 And we remember the words of Jesus in the gospel of John (14:6) where He said, "I 

am the way, the truth, the life, no man comes to the Father except by me." 
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So as the priests would enter the Tabernacle, there was the lampstand, the table for 

the show bread and you also had this smaller altar of incense that is spoken of here. 

This altar is made of wood overlaid with gold. 

Gold – again, speaks of deity. 

While the sacrifices were burned on the bronze altar – only incense was burned on this 

altar. 

In scripture, incense is often associated with prayer. 

[Psa 141:2 NKJV] 2 Let my prayer be set before You [as] incense, The lifting up 

of my hands [as] the evening sacrifice. 

[Rev 5:8 NKJV] 8 Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and 

the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and 

golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 

So the idea here is that when we pray – our prayers rise to heaven in the same way 

that the smoke of the incense being burned at the altar rises itself. 

I would argue that one of the best smells that God ever created is the smell of coffee in 

the morning – and the smell of bacon – but we don’t eat much bacon in our house. 
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Folgers had it right in 1984 when they came up with their slogan – “The best part of 

waking up is Folgers in your cup” and the first thing that everyone does in their 

commercial is they get the cup of coffee and smell the aroma. 

God feels the same way about our prayers. 

It is not the fragrance of the incense that pleased God, but what it represented: the 

constant prayer of His people. 

Now, I asked you to make a note of the position of the altar of incense. (vs 6) 

The altar of incense was positioned right up against the veil that led to the Most Holy 

place that contained the Mercy Seat on top of the Ark of the Covenant – which was the 

place where God dwelt among His people. 

Church, we are never closer to the Father than when we are in prayer. 

John G Patton was a missionary in the 1800’s. 

God called him to go to Vanuatu – a chain of islands in the middle of the Pacific. 

The islands were populated by tribes of cannibals. 

In the first year he was there, he lost his infant son and his wife to disease. 

He was forced out and then he returned and he continued to face death threats – the 

islanders even tried to burn down his house. 
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But after 15 years, the entire island – 3500 people, came to Christ. 

John G Patton was a man of prayer –  

And there was one bible verse that became his rock. 

[Mat 28:20 NKJV] 20 "teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded 

you; and lo, I am with you always, [even] to the end of the age." Amen. 

Church, God’s presence can be found in prayer.  When you pray, He’s there.  “Lo I am 

with you always…” 

God will never fail us – God will never forsake us – we find that in Hebrews 13:5,6 

Whenever we are going through a difficult time – we will find God’s presence in our 

prayers – that is where we will find peace in our difficult times. 

Now, how does the altar of incense point to Jesus Christ? 

Just like Aaron, the high priest, was commanded to burn incense in verse 8, our High 

Priest – Jesus Christ is praying for us at this very moment. 

 [Heb 7:25 NKJV] 25 Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who 

come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. 

And the beautiful thing about Jesus making intercession on our behalf is that Jude 24 

records that He does it with exceeding joy. 
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Every time Satan brings up our past, Jesus intercedes on our behalf and proclaims – 

payment has been made. 

11 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 12 "When you take the census of the 

children of Israel for their number, then every man shall give a ransom for 

himself to the LORD, when you number them, that there may be no plague 

among them when [you] number them. 13 "This is what everyone among those 

who are numbered shall give: half a shekel according to the shekel of the 

sanctuary (a shekel [is] twenty gerahs). The half-shekel [shall be] an offering to 

the LORD. 14 "Everyone included among those who are numbered, from twenty 

years old and above, shall give an offering to the LORD.  

The ransom offering was a mandatory offering. 

Its purpose was to take a census or a numbering of the people.  

So by the number of half shekels received, they would know how many adults there 

were among them. 

Now, God didn’t want them numbering themselves –  

In a few weeks in our Wednesday night study, we will see David take a census of the 

people and the result will be 70,000 people died because of the plague that followed. 

Why didn’t God want them numbering themselves? 
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Because when man numbers things – it is done to take inventory of the items that 

belong to them. 

The Children of Israel did not belong to Israel – they belonged to God. So therefore, 

they were only allowed to partake of a numbering when God allowed a numbering. 

David took his census because of pride – he did it to see how big Israel had prospered 

under his rule. 

15 "The rich shall not give more and the poor shall not give less than half a 

shekel, when [you] give an offering to the LORD, to make atonement for 

yourselves. 16 "And you shall take the atonement money of the children of 

Israel, and shall appoint it for the service of the tabernacle of meeting, that it may 

be a memorial for the children of Israel before the LORD, to make atonement for 

yourselves."  

I asked you to make a note where it says ,”to make atonement for yourselves” 

And the reason is that there have been groups throughout history that have pointed to 

this verse and have said that atonement for souls can be made by paying money. 

They refer to it as indulgences - 

We can’t purchase salvation –  

Yet, salvation must be purchased – and it was. 
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Peter tells us that we were redeemed not with corruptible things like silver and gold but 

by the precious blood of the Lamb (1 Peter 1:18-19) 

This offering did not bring atonement – it simply marked the ones that needed 

atonement. 

17 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 18 "You shall also make a (layver) 

laver of bronze, with its base also of bronze, for washing. You shall put it 

between the tabernacle of meeting and the altar. And you shall put water in it, 19 

"for Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet in water from it. 20 

"When they go into the tabernacle of meeting, or when they come near the altar 

to minister, to burn an offering made by fire to the LORD, they shall wash with 

water, lest they die. 21 "So they shall wash their hands and their feet, lest they 

die. And it shall be a statute forever to them--to him and his descendants 

throughout their generations."  

Out in the courtyard, between the bronze altar and the entrance to the Tabernacle was 

this laver. 

Before the priests did any work in the Tabernacle, they had to clean themselves with 

the water of this laver. 

Even though they went through the consecration ceremony that we saw last week – 

because of their flesh – they were still going to sin. 
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So what the water from the laver did was provide restoration, revival, renewal and 

refreshment for the priests, which is what the word of God does in the life of the 

believer. 

I know that my sins are washed away but as I walk in this world, I get polluted.   

It's filthy.   

It's dirty, the things that are said, the values that are promoted, what people do, what I 

see, what I hear.  And by the end of every day, I feel like many times I've just walked in 

the muck depending on where I've been. 

Church, God uses His Word to wash us and to change us. 

22 Moreover the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 23 "Also take for yourself quality 

spices--five hundred [shekels] of liquid myrrh, half as much sweet-smelling 

cinnamon (two hundred and fifty [shekels]), two hundred and fifty [shekels] of 

sweet-smelling cane, 24 "five hundred [shekels] of cassia, according to the 

shekel of the sanctuary, and a hin of olive oil. 25 "And you shall make from these 

a holy anointing oil, an ointment compounded according to the art of the 

perfumer. It shall be a holy anointing oil.  

Here we have the recipe that they used for making the anointing oil that the nation of 

Israel would use to anoint their priests, their prophets and their kings. 

I had you make a note that cassia was part of the recipe. 
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Has anyone here smelled Cassia? 

It smells like buttered popcorn. 

So not only did you have the smell of roasting lamb, you had the smell of buttered 

popcorn to go along with it. 

Makes me you want to be a priest. Right! 

26 "With it you shall anoint the tabernacle of meeting and the ark of the 

Testimony; 27 "the table and all its utensils, the lampstand and its utensils, and 

the altar of incense; 28 "the altar of burnt offering with all its utensils, and the 

laver and its base. 29 "You shall consecrate them, that they may be most holy; 

whatever touches them must be holy. 30 "And you shall anoint Aaron and his 

sons, and consecrate them, that [they] may minister to Me as priests.  

Everything that was in the tabernacle – everything that was going to be used in the 

worship of God had to be anointed with this oil. 

And we looked at this last week in the consecration of the priests -   

God’s desire is that we learn to lean completely on the Holy Spirit. 

There is nothing we do in ministry that is not to be led by the Spirit of God. 

(John 4:24 NKJV) "God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in 

spirit and truth." 
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31 "And you shall speak to the children of Israel, saying: 'This shall be a holy 

anointing oil to Me throughout your generations. 32 'It shall not be poured on 

man's flesh; nor shall you make [any other] like it, according to its composition. 

It [is] holy, [and] it shall be holy to you. 33 'Whoever compounds [any] like it, or 

whoever puts [any] of it on an outsider, shall be cut off from his people.' "  

Notice – the mixture was not allowed to be copied and that church is a warning. 

Because it is not uncommon for people to see what the Spirit is doing, and try to 

conjure up some way of packaging it or to try to duplicate it in some way. 

I read a story of a traveling evangelist who always put on a grand finale at his revival 

meetings.  

When he was to preach at a church, he would secretly hire a small boy to sit in the 

ceiling rafters with a dove in a cage.  

Toward the end of his sermon, the preacher would shout for the Holy Spirit to come 

down, and the boy in the rafters would devotedly release the dove.  

At one revival meeting, however, nothing happened when the preacher called for the 

Holy Spirit to descend.  

He again raised his arms and exclaimed: “Come down, Holy Spirit!”  

Still no sign of the dove.  
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The preacher then heard the anxious voice of the small boy call down from the rafters: 

“Sir, a yellow cat just ate the Holy Spirit. Shall I throw down the yellow cat?” 

God wants us to be real people.   

He needs us to be examples of what He is really doing.   

Therefore – we shouldn’t try to help God out with our fake perfume. 

34 And the LORD said to Moses: "Take sweet spices, stacte and onycha and 

galbanum, and pure frankincense with [these] sweet spices; there shall be equal 

amounts of each. 35 "You shall make of these an incense, a compound 

according to the art of the perfumer, salted, pure, [and] holy. 36 "And you shall 

beat [some] of it very fine, and put some of it before the Testimony in the 

tabernacle of meeting where I will meet with you. It shall be most holy to you. 37 

"But [as for] the incense which you shall make, you shall not make any for 

yourselves, according to its composition. It shall be to you holy for the LORD. 38 

"Whoever makes [any] like it, to smell it, he shall be cut off from his people." 

Here we have the ingredients for the incense that was to be burned in the altar of 

incense. 

Three different sweet spices were supposed to be used. 

None of them was indigenous to the Promised Land. 
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The Israelites did have honey – but God forbade them to use honey (Leviticus) 

because honey loses its sweetness when it gets hot. 

God has a sweet tooth -  

So again, our prayers are like incense and sometimes when we use the wrong 

ingredients, we find that our prayers stink. 

(Luke 18:10-14 NKJV) "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee 

and the other a tax collector. {11} "The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with 

himself, 'God, I thank You that I am not like other men; extortioners, unjust, 

adulterers, or even as this tax collector. {12} 'I fast twice a week; I give tithes of 

all that I possess.' {13} "And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so 

much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful 

to me a sinner!' {14} "I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather 

than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who 

humbles himself will be exalted." 

The Pharisees prayer was mixed with pride – therefore it stunk 

The tax collectors prayer was mixed with humility – therefore it provided a sweet smell. 

That is what God is looking for – honesty and humility – a broken and contrite heart. 

And when we offer up prayer sin this manner, it is a beautiful fragrance to God. 
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Jesus taught us how to pray –  

He gave us the ingredients  

Recognition – Our Father 

Fear – Hallowed be Your name 

Submission – Your will be none 

Personal needs – Give us this day our daily bread 

Forgiveness – forgive us our debts 

Protection – do not lead us into temptation 

Adoration – for Yours in the kingdom. 

[Exo 31:1-18 NKJV] 1 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2 "See, I have 

called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. 3 

"And I have filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, in 

knowledge, and in all [manner of] workmanship, 4 "to design artistic works, to 

work in gold, in silver, in bronze, 5 "in cutting jewels for setting, in carving wood, 

and to work in all [manner of] workmanship. 6 "And I, indeed I, have appointed 

with him Aholiab the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan; and I have put 

wisdom in the hearts of all the gifted artisans, that they may make all that I have 

commanded you: 7 "the tabernacle of meeting, the ark of the Testimony and the 
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mercy seat that [is] on it, and all the furniture of the tabernacle-- 8 "the table and 

its utensils, the pure [gold] lampstand with all its utensils, the altar of incense, 9 

"the altar of burnt offering with all its utensils, and the laver and its base-- 10 

"the garments of ministry, the holy garments for Aaron the priest and the 

garments of his sons, to minister as priests, 11 "and the anointing oil and sweet 

incense for the holy [place]. According to all that I have commanded you they 

shall do."  

As we have studied – God gave Moses instructions on everything that needed to made 

for the Tabernacle –  

But God didn’t give Moses the ability to make them. 

God gave these individuals the ability to make the things that God described to Moses. 

Part of growing as a Christian is learning to find out that you have a part to play in 

God’s plans.   

He has things that only you can do.   

Church should not be about coming to watch one guy come and speak.   

Church is about finding out how I can serve the Lord. 
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Always remember church - God's callings are his enabling.  If God calls you to do 

something, he'll enable you to do it.  He'll give you a desire to do it and the enabling to 

do it. 

12 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 13 "Speak also to the children of 

Israel, saying: 'Surely My Sabbaths you shall keep, for it [is] a sign between Me 

and you throughout your generations, that [you] may know that I [am] the LORD 

who sanctifies you. 14 'You shall keep the Sabbath, therefore, for [it is] holy to 

you. Everyone who profanes it shall surely be put to death; for whoever does 

[any] work on it, that person shall be cut off from among his people. 15 'Work 

shall be done for six days, but the seventh [is] the Sabbath of rest, holy to the 

LORD. Whoever does [any] work on the Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to 

death. 16 'Therefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the 

Sabbath throughout their generations [as] a perpetual covenant. 17 'It [is] a sign 

between Me and the children of Israel forever; for [in] six days the LORD made 

the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day He rested and was refreshed.' 

" 18 And when He had made an end of speaking with him on Mount Sinai, He 

gave Moses two tablets of the Testimony, tablets of stone, written with the finger 

of God. 

God had already addressed the keeping of the Sabbath in chapter 16 and chapter 20 – 

But He repeats it again here in chapter 31 –  
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I believe that the reason He reminds Moses of the Sabbath was that Moses probably 

thought of the great work that had to be done in building the Tabernacle and the 

furnishings and the garments ready and so on –  

So before the Children of Israel could even get to work – God reminds them to rest. 

And the only way they were going to get rest was if they placed their trust in the Lord. 

That is what was going to set them apart from the other nations – did they trust the 

Lord. Did they rest in Him. 

Let’s pray… 


