Bibles???

The Word of God is the Absolute Truth and the Final Authority

Turn your bibles to Revelation 16

This evening we are going to be looking at the last seven plagues of God’s wrath upon

those that rejected the Lamb.

These are known as the seven bowls.

And one of the things that we saw in our study last week was the prelude of the seven
bowls — where it was very clear that this final judgment is going to come straight from

God, Himself.

[Rev 15:7 NKJV] 7 Then one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels

seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God who lives forever and ever.

And when these bowl were given to the seven angels that will pour God’s wrath on
mankind — heaven shuts down (God will be the only One in the throne room until the
final bowl has been poured out — meaning, the time of mercy and grace has come to

an end)

It's over —

Even though we have a few chapters left — with details about what is going to happen

to the antichrist, the political government he is going to set up and the one world



religion that the false prophet establishes — the Tribulation Period comes to an end as

these bowls are rapidly poured out.

Let’s pray...

[Rev 16:1-21 NKJV] 1 Then | heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the

seven angels, "Go and pour out the bowls of the wrath of God on the earth.”

Again and again | want to point out that God has been busy throughout the history of
the human race (from the book of Genesis up until now) letting people know that this

was coming, and could be personally avoided by faith in Jesus Christ.

2 So the first went and poured out his bowl upon the earth, and a foul and

loathsome sore came upon the men who had the mark of the beast and those

who worshiped his image.

So the first bowl is poured out —

And John tells us that these sores / these boils come upon those that rejected the

Lamb.

They are described as foul and loathsome — and | had you make a note of that.

These two words mean the same thing — wicked, destructive or of a bad nature.

These were not simply cold sores that infected the people — these were sores/boils that

brought horrible affliction to the people.



No amount of ointment will be able to bring relief from these sores.
Turn with me to Exodus 9

One of the things that we are going to see tonight is that some of the bowls, they

parallel the plagues that God brought upon Egypt.
In Exodus 9, we have the 6™ plague.

[Exo 9:8-12 NKJV] 8 So the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "Take for yourselves
handfuls of ashes from a furnace, and let Moses scatter it toward the heavens in
the sight of Pharaoh. 9 "And it will become fine dust in all the land of Egypt, and
it will cause boils that break out in sores on man and beast throughout all the
land of Egypt." 10 Then they took ashes from the furnace and stood before
Pharaoh, and Moses scattered [them] toward heaven. And [they] caused boils
that break out in sores on man and beast. 11 And the magicians could not stand

before Moses because of the boils, for the boils were on the magicians and on all

the Egyptians. 12 But the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh; and he did not

heed them, just as the LORD had spoken to Moses.

So these boils that afflicted the Egyptians were so painful — that those afflicted could

not stand.

Now, in the plague in Egypt — who got the boils?

Only the Egyptians — The Hebrews / the Children of Israel, they didn’t get the boils.



And likewise, these sores that will come upon the people after the first bowl is poured
out — will be targeted to those that took the mark of the beast on their right hand or on

their forehead and in doing so choose to worship the antichrist.

Remember, people are going to take the mark because they will look to the antichrist

as the one who will save them.

Yet by taking the mark, God will mark them with these sores to reveal their own

spiritual decay.

3 Then the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it became blood as
of a dead [man]; and every living creature in the sea died. 4 Then the third angel

poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water, and they became blood.

Back in chapter eight, when we were looking at the trumpets —

When the second trumpet is blown, a third of the sea becomes blood and a third of the

living sea creatures die.

When the third trumpet is blown, there will be this asteroid / comet named wormwood

that will strike the earth and pollute a third of the fresh water.

Here, when the second and third bowls are poured out — all remaining water on earth

turns to blood.

That means every sea creature — dead.



All drinking water — undrinkable.

It is hard to imagine the chaos as the people with these painful sores, oozing with puss
— as they look out at the ocean and see it bright red with blood or the smell of the

stench coming from the rotting corpses.

These two bowls parallel the first plague upon Egypt as the Nile was turned to blood.

5 And | heard the angel of the waters saying: "You are righteous, O Lord, The
One who is and who was and who is to be, Because You have judged these
things. 6 For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, And You have

given them blood to drink. For_ it is their just due."

The word that is used here for have shed, is the same Greek word that describes the

pouring out of the bowls by the seven angels.

So what this angel is saying is that these individuals who “poured out” the blood of the
saints and the prophets — now, they are going have something poured on them — as

God pours His perfect judgment on them.

| also had you make a note of the phrase, for it is their just due — this means that they

are “worthy” to receive this judgment.

They are getting what they deserve.

They rejected grace which is not getting what one deserves —



So by rejecting grace — they now face justice.

7 And | heard another from the altar saying, "Even so, Lord God Almighty, true

and righteous [are] Your judgments."

In ch. 6 we saw that the souls of the martyred saints under the altar asking when their

tormentors would be punished.

Turn real quick to Revelation 6

[Rev 6:10-11 NKJV] 10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O
Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on
the earth?" 11 Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to
them that they should rest a little while longer, until both [the number of] their
fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they [were], was

completed.

| firmly believe that it is their voice that is heard here in chapter 16 for it is their blood

that is being avenged by this 3rd bowl.

Now — what was the message that they cried out

true and righteous [are] Your judgments



Church, as we read about how God is going to judge the world, some of us may wince
and maybe start to think or maybe believe that God is a little heavy handed on His

judgment.

We may be like Abraham — when God told him that He was going to destroy Sodom

and Gomorrah because it was wicked.

What did Abraham do?

He questioned God judgment???

“Would You also destroy the righteous with the wicked?

Suppose there are 50 righteous in the city? Would You destroy it then? And God said

no — He wouldn’t destroy it.

Then Abraham went down to 45 and then 40 and then 20 and then 10 — and God said
that He would not destroy Sodom and Gomorrah if there were even 10 righteous

people living there.

It was then that Abraham realized that God’s judgment was righteous and just.

Church - God is completely appropriate in the judgment that is being carried out.

8 Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and power was given to

him to scorch men with fire. 9 And men were scorched with great heat, and they



blasphemed the name of God who has power over these plagues; and they did

not repent and give Him glory.

When the fourth bowl is poured out — during the end of the tribulation Period, when

someone says, “It's a real scorcher out there,” guess what? It will be.

People are going to be burned alive by the sun.

Serious global warming

And instead of repenting and turning to God — people will blaspheme God.

10 Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his

kingdom became full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues because of the

pain. 11 They blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their

sores, and did not repent of their deeds.

The ninth plague upon Egypt was the plague of darkness.

And the scriptures tell us it was so dark — that the darkness could even be felt.
The 5" bowl is going to be a plague of darkness as well.

There will be absolutely no light -

And this darkness is also associated with bringing even more pain.

So they have the sores, they have the crispy skin and now pain from this darkness.



And the pain gets so bad that they chew on their tongue as a way to alleviate some of

the pain and the torment that they are going through.

But notice — they stop chewing on their tongue just long enough to curse God.

They didn’t stop to call out to God or to repent — they stopped to blaspheme the One

whose wrath has come upon them.

Church, the World is going to be angry with God and unrepentant because they do not

want to change.

12 Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its

water was dried up, so that the way of the kings from the east might be prepared.

The Euphrates River runs from present day Turkey, through Syria, through Iraq and

into the Persian Gulf.

When this occurs, then the nations east of the Euphrates will be able to head west to

Israel and assemble at the battle of Armageddon.

Some of the nations east of the Euphrates include Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, India,

and of course China.

It is important to note that these nations will not mobilize to fight against Israel —

because all the Jews at this time are being protected by God in the wilderness.



10

They will be coming up the Euphrates for one purpose and that is to make war against

God and His Messiah.

13 And | saw three unclean spirits like frogs [coming] out of the mouth of the

dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.
14 For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, [which] go out to the kings
of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day

of God Almighty.

Here we have the demonic influence of Satan and the antichrist and false prophet as
they convince the world leaders to assemble their forces and join them as they make

war on God.

They will assemble and wait for Jesus to return and attack Him — that is their brilliant

plan.

15 "Behold, | am coming as a thief. Blessed [is] he who watches, and keeps his

garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame."”
While John is writing what he sees as the bowls are poured out on the earth —

God, Himself interrupts him by speaking these words of encouragement to the
believers that are still on the earth during the Tribulation Period as well as believers

today.

And it is the same message that Jesus told the disciples in Matt 24 and in Luke 12
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And the message is - Those who are not ready will suffer loss.

So we need to be ready at all times.

The way to be ready is to watch; to stay spiritually alert & not spiritually lazy or drowsy.

We stay ready by watching ourselves morally, which is what it means to watch our

garments.

We should be asking ourselves the following question -

Are we walking the way we should be?

Do we have fellowship with Him?

Do we abide in HIm?

Are we ready?

16 And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon.

The translation of the name Armageddon is — the hill of Megiddo.

Show picture

And this city Megiddo is not of Jerusalem — and as you can see, it lies in a valley.

Last week | mentioned that God’s wrath / God’s wine press was going to squeeze out

enough blood to fill the Jordan Valley 4’ deep.
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Megiddo is at the northern part / highest part of the Jordan Valley.

This is where the nations assemble behind Satan to fight against Jesus.

17 Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice

came out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, "It is done!"

This loud voice comes directly from God — remember, heaven is shut down until the

last bowl has been poured —

When the last bowl is poured out, God says, “That’s it! My wrath is now complete.”

Now, | want you to think about what God says here and what Jesus says on the cross

— because they are not the same thing.

The Greek word that is used is different and the context is different.

Here God says — “It's done!” meaning His wrath has been spent in judgment on rebel

man — on those that reject the Lamb / the way of salvation.

And the result is the Earth is left hanging by a thread.

It is devastated; earth’s population has been cut in half since the beginning of the Trib.

And earth is a wasteland -

On the Cross Jesus said — “It is finished!” meaning God’s wrath against sin was fully

paid for, for those who will look by faith to Him.
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The result is new life — deliverance from the blighting effects of sin, & the promise of

redemption & restoration.

18 And there were noises and thunderings and lightnings; and there was a great
earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred since men

were on the earth.

In 2004 — the earthquake that occurred off of Sumatra — the one that caused the

tsunami that killed over a 100,000 people, that earthquake registered 9.1

The one in Japan a few years ago that also produced a tsunami and damaged the

nuclear plant — that was a 9.1

The strongest one ever recorded was in Chile — that was a 9.5

The earthquake that will occur at the pouring of the seventh bowl will be the biggest

one ever.

19 Now the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations
fell. And great Babylon was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the

wine of the fierceness of His wrath.

The great city here is most likely the headquarters of the place where the antichrist

establishes his political empire — some people believe that this is Rome.
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We will see the destruction of Babylon in the next two weeks as we look at chapters 17

and 18 — feel free to read ahead.

20 Then every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. 21 And great
hail from heaven fell upon men, [each hailstone] about the weight of a talent.
Men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, since that plague was

exceedingly great.

Here we see how strong the global earthquake will be — there will be no more islands —

they all fall into the sea.

So, if you are still around during the Tribulation Period — don’t book a trip to Hawaii.

No more mountains

And if that isn’t bad enough — hail starts to fall on people.

Here we have another parallel of one of the plagues in Egypt.

Now,

The largest hailstone recovered in the US fell in Aurora, NE on June 22, 2003 with a
diameter of 7 inches and a circumference of 18.75 inches. Since its weight could not
be determined, the hailstone that fell on Coffeyville KS in 1970 remains the largest on

record at 5.7 inches and 1.67 pounds, with a circumference of 17.5 inches.

A talent is believed to be about 100 Ibs.
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These 100 Ib hail stones are going to be falling on people and they are still going to

blaspheme God.

Turn with me to Job 38 —

| am going to show you something very interesting.

If you never read the book of Job — | highly recommend it.

Job goes through huge trial and he pretty much spends the entire book trying to figure

out why God allowed it?

And once you get to chapter 38 —

God begins to question Job with question after question.

And ultimately when God finishes questioning Job — Job realizes that God is sovereign

over everything - even though God never answers Job’s question.

His conclusion is that God is in control.

Job realizes how foolish he’s been to demand anything of God.

Look at verse 22-23

[Job 38:22-23 NKJV] 22 "Have you entered the treasury of snow, Or have you

seen the treasury of hail, 23 Which | have reserved for the time of trouble, For the

day of battle and war?
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God had these ice rockets — stockpiled — ready to use — for this exact time during the

tribulation.

The people blasphemed God — and do you know what the punishment for blasphemy

Is? Stoning.

And that is exactly what God does here with the hail.

Here is the key church.

True repentance comes in response to God’s grace —

| did not accept Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior because | was told that | was

going to hell if | didn’t.

| accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior when | understood how much He loved

me. When | understood His sacrifice as He died for me.

These individuals rejected God'’s grace — therefore, they blasphemed the One who

could save them.

Let’s pray...



