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Bibles??? 

The Word of God is the Absolute Truth and the Final Authority 

There was man who had a cough. Because he is a man, he refuses to seek 

medical attention, so initially he begins trying to address the symptoms 

through various home remedies – that didn’t work, so then he switched to 

the over the counter medication. He tried all of them, the Nyquil’s and 

Musinex with no luck – his condition actually kept on getting worse. 

He finally makes an appointment to go see the physician and after a couple 

of routine tests, the physician tells the man that he is suffering from 

pneumonia. The physician gives the man antibiotics and after a few days of 

taking the medication, the man is healed of his cough. 

You see the man simply addressed the symptoms of his sickness without 

ever addressing the root of the problem. 

The man in this story is every person in the world. The sickness is not 

pneumonia – it is sin.  
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People spend much of their lives trying to address the symptoms of their 

sickness in many different ways without ever addressing the root cause of 

their sickness. 

You see, there is only One Great Physician who can heal this sickness and 

that is our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Let’s pray… 

 [Mar 2:1-12 NKJV] 1 And again He entered Capernaum after [some] 

days, and it was heard that He was in the house. 2 Immediately many 

gathered together, so that there was no longer room to receive [them], 

not even near the door. And He preached the word to them. 3 Then 

they came to Him, bringing a paralytic who was carried by four [men]. 

4 And when they could not come near Him because of the crowd, they 

uncovered the roof where He was. So when they had broken through, 

they let down the bed on which the paralytic was lying. 5 When Jesus 

saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are forgiven 

you." 6 And some of the scribes were sitting there and reasoning in 

their hearts, 7 "Why does this [Man] speak blasphemies like this? Who 
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can forgive sins but God alone?" 8 But immediately, when Jesus 

perceived in His spirit that they reasoned thus within themselves, He 

said to them, "Why do you reason about these things in your hearts? 9 

"Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, '[Your] sins are forgiven you,' 

or to say, 'Arise, take up your bed and walk'? 10 "But that you may 

know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins"--He said 

to the paralytic, 11 "I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to 

your house." 12 Immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went out 

in the presence of them all, so that all were amazed and glorified God, 

saying, "We never saw [anything] like this!" 

So last week, as Jesus began His ministry, we started to see Him 

demonstrate compassion toward all peoples.  

He began by going into the synagogues to preach. 

He was confronted by a man with an unclean spirit and we saw Jesus heal 

that man by commanding the unclean spirit to come out of him. 

We saw Jesus heal Peter’s mother-in-law. 
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We saw Jesus heal the multitudes that were coming to Him in Capernaum – 

those that had diseases, those that were demon processed. 

Jesus then left Capernaum and encountered the man with leprosy – a 

condition that made him an outcast to his family and to his community. A 

slow painful death awaited the man. 

However, Jesus healed the man as well. 

Jesus was demonstrating His compassion but there was also a purpose that 

He performed all these signs and miracles. 

Turn with me to the gospel of John – chapter 20. 

[Jhn 20:30-31 NKJV] 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the 

presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these 

are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 

and that believing you may have life in His name. 

Every miracle that Jesus did as He walked among us had a purpose, and 

that and that was to reveal who He is. 
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So here in chapter two, Jesus returns back to Capernaum and then the 

people start to pour into the house that He was staying at. 

Many of them had been witnesses to the miracles that Jesus had performed 

there already; they probably wanted to see more. 

So what did Jesus do with them, He preached the word to them. 

That the kingdom of God is at hand, Repent and believe in the gospel. 

That is the message that Jesus preached. 

You see, Jesus’ ministry goes beyond physical healing,  

He already has demonstrated that He has the authority to heal physically. 

We saw that last week in chapter one. 

However, Jesus is more interested in spiritual healing… 

 

This is the reason that when someone asks for prayers for a loved one, I 

usually ask, “Are they saved-do they know Jesus Christ as their personal 

Lord and Savior?” 
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Are we more concerned with someone’s temporal condition than their 

eternal destination? 

That is the question we have to ask ourselves?? 

Jesus is preaching inside a packed house and then we are introduced to 

this paralytic man. 

Now, we are never told whether he was paralyzed from birth or if it was a 

result of an accident or a physical ailment that caused him to be paralyzed. 

We are also introduced to these four men who carry the paralytic man to the 

house that Jesus was preaching at.  

We don’t know the relationship between the paralytic and the four men, 

maybe they were related or maybe they were friends – or maybe they were 

complete strangers who saw the paralytic man in need and decided to do 

something about it. 

So, they bring the paralytic to the house and it is jammed packed.  

Now, pay attention to their determination and persistence. 
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Because the four men simply didn’t say, “Well, we tried” and they certainly 

didn’t give up and go home. They looked for ways to get the paralytic into 

the home to see Jesus. 

I thank God for the people that He put into my life that wound up sharing the 

gospel to me. People like, Ed Pena, who despite me mocking him the first 

time that he told me that I need Jesus Christ in my life; he was persistent in 

the sharing of his faith to me. 

He later told me that he would continue to pray for me during the bible 

studies that he used to hold at his house and that he would pray for strength 

to be able to share the gospel with me. 

Many times we don’t share our faith because we focus on the obstacles in 

front of us. 

That is not what these four men do. 

They carry the paralytic to the top of the roof of the house and then they 

proceed to uncover the roof above where Jesus was preaching the word 

and they lower the paralytic man in front of Jesus. 
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[Mar 2:4-5 NKJV] 4 And when they could not come near Him because 

of the crowd, they uncovered the roof where He was. So when they 

had broken through, they let down the bed on which the paralytic was 

lying. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, "Son, your 

sins are forgiven you." 

It says in verse five that Jesus saw their faith. 

Faith must be visible –  

[Jas 2:14-17 NKJV] 14 What [does it] profit, my brethren, if someone 

says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a 

brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 and one of 

you says to them, "Depart in peace, be warmed and filled," but you do 

not give them the things which are needed for the body, what [does it] 

profit? 17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 

We are not saved by our works – we are saved by His grace through faith, 

yet our works are a testimony to the fact that we are saved. 

Do we demonstrate our faith?? Or do we bottle it up because we are 

embarrassed what others might think of us. 



9 

 

 

So, Jesus tells the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven” 

Why did Jesus say this? 

Here before Him lays a paralytic man on his mat and Jesus says, your sins 

are forgiven???? 

Why isn’t Jesus addressing the elephant in the room? 

The answer is – He is. 

You see, Jesus knew what the man’s real need was and what his greatest 

need was. What benefit was it to the paralytic man it if he had two working 

legs and walked right into hell with them. 

Always keep this in mind as we study the miracles that Jesus performed, 

forgiveness is the greatest miracle that Jesus ever performs. It meets the 

greatest need; it costs the greatest price; and it brings the greatest blessing 

and the most lasting results. 

[Mar 2:6-7 NKJV] 6 And some of the scribes were sitting there and 

reasoning in their hearts, 7 "Why does this [Man] speak blasphemies 

like this? Who can forgive sins but God alone?" 
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The scribes were those who spent all their time studying the scriptures. 

They memorized scripture and they are partly correct when they say that 

only God can forgive sins. 

How is it that Jesus is forgiving the paralytic for the sins he has committed 

against God??? 

[Psa 130:4 NKJV] 4 But [there is] forgiveness with You, That You may 

be feared. 

But the scribes are missing a few possibilities.   

What if God has given Jesus the authority to forgive sins?   

What if Jesus is actually God in the flesh? 

Now, they didn’t say this out loud – they contemplated this within their own 

heart – and Jesus sensed what was going on in their hearts. 

This is why Jesus makes the point in verse nine, [Mar 2:9 NKJV] 9 "Which 

is easier, to say to the paralytic, '[Your] sins are forgiven you,' or to 

say, 'Arise, take up your bed and walk'? 
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What Jesus is demonstrating to the scribes is that He has the authority to 

forgive sins and the power to heal the paralytic by His word. 

Both of these things are impossible to man – but to God, everything is 

possible. 

Jesus commands the paralytic to get up and take up your bed and the 

paralytic immediately gets up and walks out to the amazement of everyone. 

Now, the scribes during this time had the mindset that if you were suffering 

some type of ailment like paralysis, it was most likely because of sin. 

When we read the book of Job, many of his friends kept on attributing the 

reason for his troubles to a hidden sin that Job must have had. 

And in some cases that is true but not all cases. 

So for Jesus to heal the paralytic man physically, it must have puzzled them 

because that means that God has forgiven him of his sins. 

[Mar 2:13-17 NKJV] 13 Then He went out again by the sea; and all the 

multitude came to Him, and He taught them. 14 As He passed by, He 

saw Levi the [son] of Alphaeus sitting at the tax office. And He said to 
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him, "Follow Me." So he arose and followed Him. 15 Now it happened, 

as He was dining in [Levi's] house, that many tax collectors and 

sinners also sat together with Jesus and His disciples; for there were 

many, and they followed Him. 16 And when the scribes and Pharisees 

saw Him eating with the tax collectors and sinners, they said to His 

disciples, "How [is it] that He eats and drinks with tax collectors and 

sinners?" 17 When Jesus heard [it], He said to them, "Those who are 

well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I did not 

come to call [the] righteous, but sinners, to repentance." 

Our study moves to another person that needed healing. 

However, he wasn’t in need of physical healing – his was spiritual in nature. 

We know Levi as Matthew, and after this initial story, that is how Mark will 

refer to him. Matthew is the Greek name, and Levi was the Hebrew name.  

As a tax collector, Matthew worked for Greek speaking Romans, but he 

gathered taxes from Hebrew-speaking Jews. 
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"Sitting at the tax office" meant that he was at what we would call a customs 

booth, along the road, charging tax on goods both coming in to Capernaum, 

and going out from it. 

Individuals were taxed for the type of cart they were pushing to the goods 

that they were bringing in and taking out of Capernaum.  

There was even a fish tax imposed on the people – so being in a fishing 

village (Capernaum) next to the Sea of Galilee – we could see why the tax 

collectors were not very well liked. 

 

The tax collector had the same problem that the leper that we studied about 

last week had. 

They were outcasts.  

They were not allowed in the synagogues and everyone hated them. The 

only company that the tax collector would have was the company of another 

tax collector – just like a leper would only be able to congregate with other 

lepers. 
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The reason that they were hated was because they were dishonest.  

They would overcharge people and pocket the difference.  

For a Jewish mother, this is one occupation that you didn’t want your child 

in. It would be a disgrace to the family. 

So here you have an outcast that is hated by everyone – but Jesus sees 

Matthew as an opportunity –so Jesus doesn’t sit there and try to persuade 

Matthew to follow Him – He just simply says “Follow Me” 

Matthew was undoubtedly familiar with Jesus, if for no other reason, on 

account of the mighty works the Jesus had been performing around 

Capernaum. 

Yet Jesus called him to follow him, requiring seemingly nothing of Matthew 

in terms of cleansing or preparation. 

Now, of all the disciples, Matthew is probably the one that gave up the most 

to follow Jesus. 
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Peter, Andrew, John and James could always go back to fishing – after all 

there will always be fish to catch. In fact, after the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, we find some of these same disciples fishing again. 

But Matthew, being a tax collector – leaving his post, he wasn’t going to get 

his job back. He burned that bridge when he left his post to follow Jesus. 

There was no turning back for Matthew. In fact, in Luke account, he says 

that Matthew got up and left all. 

Now, in verse 15, Matthew has a barbecue, probably celebrating his 

retirement from tax collecting and a couple other tax collectors are there, 

there are sinners that were invited to the party as well and Jesus and His 

disciples are there too. 

Now, keep in mind that the Pharisees regarded anyone who did not keep 

the law as sinners. 

When I say, law, I don’t mean just the Ten Commandments, you see they 

had taken the 10 commandments and turned them into a list of 613 do’s and 

don’ts. There was 200 something do’s and close to four hundred don’ts. 
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For the Pharisee, a sinner was one who committed adultery or it was one 

who didn’t wash their hands the required number of times. 

So there could have been both types of sinners at the party. 

However, when the Pharisees see Jesus at the party, they question it.  

They don’t question Jesus; they question some of the disciples. 

They are bold enough to question what Jesus is doing but not bold enough 

to question Jesus directly. 

Jesus response to their objection…look at verse 17 

[Mar 2:17 NKJV] 17 When Jesus heard [it], He said to them, "Those 

who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I did 

not come to call [the] righteous, but sinners, to repentance." 

When Jesus is referring to the “righteous”, He’s referring to the Pharisees 

because that is how they saw themselves.   

They saw themselves as being acceptable to God. 

In reality, everyone at this party, except for Jesus, was a sinner.   
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One of the problems with the Pharisees was that they didn’t see their own 

sin. 

But the “sinners” who were at the party knew they needed help.  Jesus is 

there for them. 

This is the difference between Jesus and the Pharisees. 

The Pharisees were all about isolation – we as believers are not called to 

isolate ourselves from the world. 

Jesus himself prayed in John 17, 

[Jhn 17:15 NKJV] 15 "I do not pray that You should take them out of 

the world, but that You should keep them from the evil one. 

How can we share the gospel to nonbelievers if we isolate ourselves from 

them?  

How can we allow ourselves to be utilized by God to bring hope to the world 

if we treat everyone outside of our inner circle as outcasts? You can’t. 

I want us to understand that Jesus, by His involvement, by His attendance 

in the home of Levi, Jesus did not and does not condone or excuse sin. 
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Again, Jesus did not and does not condone or excuse sin. 

There are people who use this event here – of Jesus breaking bread with 

the tax collectors and the other sinners in the house and they use it to 

somehow justify their unbiblical behavior. 

There was only one reason that Jesus went into the house of Levi – and 

that was to save them. 

The next two events have to do with legalism – the first one we are going to 

look at is fasting. 

[Mar 2:18-22 NKJV] 18 The disciples of John and of the Pharisees were 

fasting. Then they came and said to Him, "Why do the disciples of 

John and of the Pharisees fast, but Your disciples do not fast?" 19 

And Jesus said to them, "Can the friends of the bridegroom fast while 

the bridegroom is with them? As long as they have the bridegroom 

with them they cannot fast. 20 "But the days will come when the 

bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast in 

those days. 21 "No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old 

garment; or else the new piece pulls away from the old, and the tear is 
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made worse. 22 "And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; or else 

the new wine bursts the wineskins, the wine is spilled, and the 

wineskins are ruined. But new wine must be put into new wineskins." 

Pharisees were required to fast at least twice a week. Now, Jesus uses an 

illustration of a Jewish wedding here – because according to Jewish 

tradition, when a bridegroom was about to be married, it was a time of 

celebration. They were given an excuse to not fast so that they could enjoy 

the wedding feast. 

Jesus wasn’t speaking out against fasting; He was saying that at that 

moment, it wasn’t the right time to fast. 

There would be a day when Jesus would no longer be with them.   

He would die on a cross.   

He would be raised from the dead.   

He would ascend to heaven.  Then the disciples would learn to fast. 

Fasting is a good thing.  Fasting is an important thing.  The purpose of 

fasting is to learn to deny our flesh and draw near to God.  
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The two examples that Jesus uses here with the old clothes and the 

wineskins are in reference to the clashing between the legalism of the 

Pharisees and grace. 

As wine is made, it would ferment, it would bubble up, if you put it in old 

wineskins, the old wineskins would not stretch and therefore the wineskins 

would burst. 

Grace cannot be mixed in with legalism. 

[Mar 2:23-28 NKJV] 23 Now it happened that He went through the 

grainfields on the Sabbath; and as they went His disciples began to 

pluck the heads of grain. 24 And the Pharisees said to Him, "Look, 

why do they do what is not lawful on the Sabbath?" 25 But He said to 

them, "Have you never read what David did when he was in need and 

hungry, he and those with him: 26 "how he went into the house of God 

[in the days] of Abiathar the high priest, and ate the showbread, which 

is not lawful to eat except for the priests, and also gave some to those 

who were with him?" 27 And He said to them, "The Sabbath was made 
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for man, and not man for the Sabbath. 28 "Therefore the Son of Man is 

also Lord of the Sabbath." 

Now, in this example, Jesus’ disciples get accused of breaking the Sabbath 

because they began to pluck the heads of grain on the Sabbath.  This is a 

violation of one of the don’ts that Pharisees expected them to follow, so 

Jesus proceeds to provide a scripture reference from the Old Testament 

where David ate of the showbread that was reserved for the priests. 

You see, David and his men are not criticized for doing something unlawful. 

David and his men were hungry.  They had a need. 

We need to be careful to understand the spirit of the Law.   

The spirit of the Law in respect to human need takes priority over the 

ceremonial regulations of the Law. 

In other words, God was not angered when real need drove a human being 

to violate a ceremonial aspect of Old Testament Law. People are more 

important to God than ritual observances. 

That is what Jesus is pointing out here. 
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The Pharisees had made the Sabbath a burden unto man. That was never 

the intention of the Sabbath. It was supposed to be a blessing toward man. 

This is what religion does; it puts a burden on us. 

What is the alternative to religion, to simply have a relationship with Jesus 

Christ. 

As one walks with Him and fellowship with Him, we no longer need a list of 

do’s and don’ts – everything we do will be according to His will. 

Not only has He healed us spiritually, He has also removed that which 

burdens us. 

Let’s pray… 

 

  


