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Bibles??? 

The Word of God is the Absolute Truth and the Final 

Authority 

Let’s pray… 

[Mar 13:1-13 NKJV] 1 Then as He went out of the temple, 

one of His disciples said to Him, "Teacher, see what 

manner of stones and what buildings [are here]!" 2 And 

Jesus answered and said to him, "Do you see these 

great buildings? Not [one] stone shall be left upon 

another, that shall not be thrown down." 3 Now as He 

sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, 

James, John, and Andrew asked Him privately, 4 "Tell 

us, when will these things be? And what [will be] the 

sign when all these things will be fulfilled?" 5 And 
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Jesus, answering them, began to say: "Take heed that 

no one deceives you. 6 "For many will come in My name, 

saying, 'I am [He],' and will deceive many. 7 "But when 

you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be 

troubled; for [such things] must happen, but the end [is] 

not yet. 8 "For nation will rise against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom. And there will be 

earthquakes in various places, and there will be famines 

and troubles. These [are] the beginnings of sorrows. 9 

"But watch out for yourselves, for they will deliver you 

up to councils, and you will be beaten in the 

synagogues. You will be brought before rulers and 

kings for My sake, for a testimony to them. 10 "And the 

gospel must first be preached to all the nations. 11 "But 
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when they arrest [you] and deliver you up, do not worry 

beforehand, or premeditate what you will speak. But 

whatever is given you in that hour, speak that; for it is 

not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit. 12 "Now brother 

will betray brother to death, and a father [his] child; and 

children will rise up against parents and cause them to 

be put to death. 13 "And you will be hated by all for My 

name's sake. But he who endures to the end shall be 

saved. 

So we start out in our text this morning with Jesus predicting 

the destruction of the temple. 

For the last two weeks, as we studied the second portion of 

chapter 11 and all of chapter 12, Jesus has been dealing 

with the religious rulers in the temple. 
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All this is taking place on Tuesday – during the last week of 

the life of Jesus. 

Here in chapter 13, Jesus is done answering the trick 

questions that the religious rulers brought before Him.  

Jesus has also just finished rebuking them regarding their 

fake religiosity. 

You remember last week, He stated that everything they did 

was just for show – so that man can see how spiritual 

appeared to be. But in reality they were spiritually broke. 

They were to receive a greater condemnation for being a 

bunch of pretenders. 

So Jesus walks out of the temple and one of his disciples 

says – Hey, Jesus what do you think about this awesome 

building?? 
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Jesus’ response – it’s all going to come crashing down. 

So let’s talk a little about the temple. Its history and its 

significance to the Jewish people. 

It is important to note that even before the Children of Israel 

had reached Canaan. As Moses led them out of Egypt, God 

had told them that there was going to be a dedicated place, 

in the Promise Land, where He would meet them. 

Turn with me to Deuteronomy 12 

[Deu 12:8-14 NKJV] 8 "You shall not at all do as we are 

doing here today--every man doing whatever [is] right in 

his own eyes-- 9 "for as yet you have not come to the 

rest and the inheritance which the LORD your God is 

giving you. 10 "But [when] you cross over the Jordan 

and dwell in the land which the LORD your God is giving 
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you to inherit, and He gives you rest from all your 

enemies round about, so that you dwell in safety, 11 

"then there will be the place where the LORD your God 

chooses to make His name abide. There you shall bring 

all that I command you: your burnt offerings, your 

sacrifices, your tithes, the heave offerings of your hand, 

and all your choice offerings which you vow to the 

LORD. 12 "And you shall rejoice before the LORD your 

God, you and your sons and your daughters, your male 

and female servants, and the Levite who [is] within your 

gates, since he has no portion nor inheritance with you. 

13 "Take heed to yourself that you do not offer your 

burnt offerings in every place that you see; 14 "but in 

the place which the LORD chooses, in one of your 
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tribes, there you shall offer your burnt offerings, and 

there you shall do all that I command you. 

And it was David’s son, King Solomon who built the first 

temple. It was completed in 959 BC. 

For almost four hundred years, the Temple was that single 

place where God was worshipped by the Jews.  

But after hundreds of years of disobedience, as the people 

turned to worshipping other gods like Moloch and Baal, God 

finally allowed the Jews to be taken into captivity to Babylon 

and the Temple was destroyed in 586 BC by 

Nebuchadnezzar. 

After being in exile for 70 years – those of you who were 

here on Wednesday night were tasked to come up with the 

significance of the number 70 in scripture. 
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After 70 years in exile, the Children of Israel were allowed to 

return to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple.  The 

construction of the second temple was overseen by 

Zerrubabel – and you could read about this in the book of 

Ezra. 

The second temple was modest compared to the 1
st
 temple. 

500 years later, Rome appoints King Herod over the area 

and he refurbishes the temple, not because he was a 

religious and devout man. He does it because he wants the 

admiration of the people. 

There is a Jewish historian by the name of Josephus, and he 

writes that the temple was overlaid with so much gold that 

people would be blinded by the reflection of the sun coming 

from the temple. 
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The stones were massive – calculated at weighing in 

between 70-100 tons each. 

Some of the stones are still there – the Wailing Wall which 

was part of the foundation is still standing today. 

Herod’s massive undertaking of refurbishing the temple and 

the temple mount wasn’t completed until the year 63. 

Seven years later, the Roman soldiers came into Jerusalem 

and destroyed the temple. 

Titus, who was the commanding general at the time, didn’t 

want the temple destroyed. However, the soldiers as they 

attacked, they set fires within the temple and were not able 

to put it out. 
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The intense heat or the fire melted the gold into the cracks of 

the stones – and after the temple was destroyed, in order to 

get all the gold – there was not one stone left upon another. 

Fulfilling the exact words the Jesus Christ spoke in verse 

two. 

“Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone shall be 

left upon another, that shall not be thrown down.” 

Now, I find two reasons that the temple had to be destroyed. 

1. The temple had to be destroyed because it had become 

an idol to the religious rulers and the people. Remember, 

the intent of the temple was to have a place for God to 

meet them – however, the people transitioned from 

worshipping God at the temple to worshipping the 

temple itself. 
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That is what Jesus Christ saw when He entered the 

temple on Palm Sunday as He made His triumphal entry 

into Jerusalem. I had told you that everything that 

happens in chapters 11-13 is a reaction to what Jesus 

saw in the temple that day. 

No longer did they have a relationship with God – all 

they had was empty religion. 

2. The temple had to be destroyed because it would no 

longer be needed. When Jesus Christ died on the cross 

for you and me, the veil was torn. It was at that moment 

when you and I would be able to go directly to Him. 

There was no more need for a sacrificial system 

because He became the perfect sacrifice for you and 

me.  
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The temple sacrifices could only cover our sin and the 

people had to bring their sacrifices continuously. 

However, the atonement of our sins that we received 

from the work of Jesus upon the cross – it washes our 

sins away completely once and for all. 

[Isa 1:18 NKJV] 18 "Come now, and let us reason 

together," Says the LORD, "Though your sins are 

like scarlet, They shall be as white as snow; Though 

they are red like crimson, They shall be as wool. 

What a tremendous hope there is in God’s forgiveness!  

We really can be clean from the stain of sin.  

Our good works can’t clean the stain. Our best intentions or 

promises can’t clean the stain. Our suffering or pain can’t 

clean the stain. Time can’t clean the stain. Death can’t clean 



13 

 

 

the stain. Only the work of Jesus can make us white as 

snow! We really can have a break with the past, and a new 

beginning in Jesus Christ. The power of sin, the shame of 

sin, the guilt of sin, the domination of sin, and terror of sin, 

and the pain of sin can all be taken away in Jesus. 

You see church, Jesus’ response to the disciple that was 

marveling at the temple was this – I am a greater and better 

temple than this ever was. 

So after predicting the destruction of the temple, Jesus and 

His disciples cross the Kidron Valley and go up to the Mount 

of Olives. 

From the Mount of Olives, you would have a great view of 

the temple. Show picture 
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And after being told that the temple was going to be 

destroyed – the disciples wanted to know when. 

Now, Jesus does answer the question however, Mark 

doesn’t include it in his gospel. We have to go to Luke 21 to 

see the answer of Jesus. 

[Luk 21:20-24 NKJV] 20 "But when you see Jerusalem 

surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation is 

near. 21 "Then let those who are in Judea flee to the 

mountains, let those who are in the midst of her depart, 

and let not those who are in the country enter her. 22 

"For these are the days of vengeance, that all things 

which are written may be fulfilled. 23 "But woe to those 

who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies 

in those days! For there will be great distress in the land 
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and wrath upon this people. 24 "And they will fall by the 

edge of the sword, and be led away captive into all 

nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles 

until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 

And once again, this was fulfilled just like Jesus said. Not 

only does Jesus tell them about the destruction of the 

temple, he begins to warn them and us of other things that 

are supposed to happen. 

 

[Mar 13:5-6 NKJV] 5 And Jesus, answering them, began 

to say: "Take heed that no one deceives you. 6 "For 

many will come in My name, saying, 'I am [He],' and will 

deceive many. 
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The first thing that Jesus warns them about is that there is 

going to a time when false messiahs will be claiming to be 

representatives of Jesus Christ. 

You will notice that in your bible, if you have a NKJV, the 

word He is italicized. What this means is that the word, He, 

was not in the original text but was added later to help us 

understand the text. 

So the text should read, “For many will come in My name, 

saying, “I am” 

“I am” is the way that God responded to Moses when He 

was asked what His name was. He said “I AM that I AM” 

This is the same greek phrase that Jesus uses in the gospel 

of John when He makes the seven “I am” statements. 
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I am the Bread of Life 

I am the Light of the World 

I am the Door/Gate 

I am the Good Shepherd 

I am the Resurrection 

I am the Way, the Truth and the Life 

I am the Vine 

In other words, Jesus is warning His disciples that many 

individuals are going to be claiming that they are actually 

God and deceive people in the process. 

Many of us have loved ones that have been deceived by 

these claiming to be “I am’s” 
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And we should guard ourselves that we may not be deceived 

– and the best way in doing this is to know the Word of God. 

Because the Word of God does not contradict itself. 

[Mar 13:7-8 NKJV] 7 "But when you hear of wars and 

rumors of wars, do not be troubled; for [such things] 

must happen, but the end [is] not yet. 8 "For nation will 

rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And 

there will be earthquakes in various places, and there 

will be famines and troubles. These [are] the beginnings 

of sorrows. 

Church, I asked you to underline, for such things must pass 

because all this is inevitable. It will happen. 

Every generation that passes, things will only get worse.  
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But instead of being troubled by the chaos that is going on in 

the world, we should take comfort in that God said that this 

would be the process that will end with the Second Coming 

of Jesus Christ. 

It is not that we look forward to upcoming wars – we look 

forward to His triumphal return. 

With each new day that passes, we’re closer to the coming 

of Jesus to the earth. 

When we hear bad news, we need to learn to say to 

ourselves, “Jesus is coming back”.  Turn to the person next 

to you and tell them that Jesus is coming back.  When we 

hear about false religions, know that “Jesus is coming back”.  

When we hear about wars, know that “Jesus is coming 

back”. 



20 

 

 

[Luk 21:28 NKJV] 28 "Now when these things begin to 

happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your 

redemption draws near." 

I also asked you to underline at the end of verse 8, where 

Jesus says that these are the beginning of sorrows. 

The Greek word for sorrows that is used here refers to the 

pain of childbirth. 

And the closer one gets to childbirth, the pain becomes more 

intense and it begins to happen more frequently. 

That is what is happening in the world today – but again, 

Jesus is coming back. 

[Mar 13:9 NKJV] 9 "But watch out for yourselves, for 

they will deliver you up to councils, and you will be 
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beaten in the synagogues. You will be brought before 

rulers and kings for My sake, for a testimony to them. 

Jesus then prepares the disciples for the persecution that 

they will have to face when He is gone. 

And we see the fulfillment of this in the book of Acts with 

Peter and John – who stood before the councils and were 

beaten and put in prison and commanded to stop preaching 

the gospel. 

Paul was persecuted. The early church was persecuted. 

There are millions of people throughout the world today who 

are persecuted for believing in Jesus Christ. 
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In some Muslim countries, it is punishable by death to 

preach the gospel. In China, bible studies are held in 

underground churches. 

But despite persecution, Jesus is telling His disciples and us 

that the gospel must first be preached to all the nations. 

I was reading an article the other day that said as of 2002, 

the bible had been translated into 2,287 different languages 

throughout the world. 

And it is estimated that there are more than 6,000 different 

languages and dialects in the world today. And more than 

half of them don’t even have a writing system. So translation 

is only verbal. 

[Mar 13:11 NKJV] 11 "But when they arrest [you] and 

deliver you up, do not worry beforehand, or premeditate 
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what you will speak. But whatever is given you in that 

hour, speak that; for it is not you who speak, but the 

Holy Spirit. 

Jesus gives a wonderful promise here that even when we 

find ourselves standing before the most powerful & 

intimidating officials of the world, we need not fear — for the 

Lord will use that time to challenge them! 

They may sit in the seat of human judgment, but God will 

pour Himself out on us & turn the tables so that it is they who 

are being inspected. 

Apostle Paul before his conversion, he was there when 

Stephen spoke his sermon to the religious council in Acts 7, 

he was one of the ones that was being inspected as God 
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spoke through Stephen and it caused the people there to be 

so angry with Stephen that they stoned him to death. 

[Mar 13:12-13 NKJV] 12 "Now brother will betray brother 

to death, and a father [his] child; and children will rise 

up against parents and cause them to be put to death. 

13 "And you will be hated by all for My name's sake. But 

he who endures to the end shall be saved. 

Now, this is a hard saying — not to understand but to 

accept. 

Jesus is warning here that the gospel will fracture families. 

Loyalty to Him will cause some to betray the loyalty & bonds 

of some of our closest relationships. 
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I am pretty sure that many of us have our own stories of 

those closest to us that when they found out that we 

accepted Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior – they turned 

against us. 

Now here in the United States, the persecution from our 

families is predominantly one where one is shunned.  

We are labeled as outcasts. 

However, in other parts of the world, fathers and mothers 

turn their children in to be beaten and even killed because of 

their profession of faith to Jesus Christ. 

[Jhn 15:17-20 NKJV] 17 "These things I command you, 

that you love one another. 18 "If the world hates you, 

you know that it hated Me before [it hated] you. 19 "If 

you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet 
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because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of 

the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 "Remember 

the word that I said to you, 'A servant is not greater than 

his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also 

persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep 

yours also. 

And once again, the last portion of verse 13, Jesus says, 

“But He who endures to the end shall be saved” 

Jesus is referring to persevering no matter what the 

circumstances are thrown our way. 

We don’t compromise our faith in order to avoid persecution.  

We grow in faith to overcome persecution and only by doing 

so, will we be able to endure. 
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I want to finish this morning with a question that I am 

constantly asked, “Why hasn’t Jesus returned?” 

And the one thing to understand is that He hasn’t returned 

because of grace – 

There are others that still have to hear the gospel, others 

that still have to make a commitment to Christ. 

However, as we wait upon His return, we are to continue to 

hold strong to our faith and share the Good News with 

everyone that the Lord places in our midst. 

Amen! 

Let’s pray… 

To Receive Christ do the following: 
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Admit, “I am a sinner.” 

Confess and be willing to turn from your sin. 

Believe, by faith that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross. 

Receive, through prayer, Jesus Christ into your heart and 

receive eternal life. 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, 

I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness. I 

believe that You died on the cross for my sins. Please 

forgive me for my sins and cleanse me by Your blood. I 

accept You by faith as my personal Lord and Savior. Give 

me a thirst for Your Word and Help me to follow You all of 

my days. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 
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