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Bibles??? 

The Word of God is the Absolute Truth and the Final 

Authority 

One of my favorite movies growing up was the original 

Karate Kid. 

And one of the most memorable scenes in the movie is 

when Mr. Mayagi trains his pupil Daniel in Karate –  

However, the training consisted of checking everything off of 

Mr. Mayagi’s todo list.  

Washing his cars, sanding his deck, painting his house and 

his fence. 

Each of the chores had to be done a special way – wax 

on/wax off, up/down, side to side and so on. 
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It wasn’t until Daniel was fed up that he confronts Mr. Mayagi 

who then reveals to Daniel that all the chores that he had 

been doing for Mr. Mayagi were in fact his karate training. 

In the Gospel of Mark,  

Jesus’ 12 disciples are Daniel Larusso, and as they witness 

miracle after miracle as they walk alongside Jesus, they 

seem unaware that Jesus is preparing them for something 

big. 

Our text this morning takes us to one of these miracles. Not 

only does this miracle change the life of a single man – 

through this one miracle, we get a glimpse of the greatest 

miracle that Jesus ever did. 

Let’s pray… 
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[Mar 8:22-38 NKJV] 22 Then He came to Bethsaida; and 

they brought a blind man to Him, and begged Him to 

touch him. 23 So He took the blind man by the hand and 

led him out of the town. And when He had spit on his 

eyes and put His hands on him, He asked him if he saw 

anything. 24 And he looked up and said, "I see men like 

trees, walking." 25 Then He put [His] hands on his eyes 

again and made him look up. And he was restored and 

saw everyone clearly. 26 Then He sent him away to his 

house, saying, "Neither go into the town, nor tell anyone 

in the town." 27 Now Jesus and His disciples went out to 

the towns of Caesarea Philippi; and on the road He 

asked His disciples, saying to them, "Who do men say 

that I am?" 28 So they answered, "John the Baptist; but 
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some [say], Elijah; and others, one of the prophets." 29 

He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter 

answered and said to Him, "You are the Christ." 30 Then 

He strictly warned them that they should tell no one 

about Him. 31 And He began to teach them that the Son 

of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the 

elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and 

after three days rise again. 32 He spoke this word 

openly. Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke 

Him. 33 But when He had turned around and looked at 

His disciples, He rebuked Peter, saying, "Get behind Me, 

Satan! For you are not mindful of the things of God, but 

the things of men."  
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We open our study this morning with the healing of the blind 

man in Bethsaida – 

There are a few interesting things I want to point out about 

this miracle. 

1. This miracle is only recorded in the gospel of Mark 

2. The means that Jesus heals this man is also interesting 

– as He uses spit. 

Jesus was a spitter – there are a total of three different 

accounts in the gospels where Jesus used spit to heal a 

person. 

• In the Gospel of John, a blind man was healed when 

Jesus "spit 

on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put 

it on 
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the man’s eyes” (John 9:6). 

• In Mark chapter seven, we went over this event a few 

weeks ago where a deaf man with a speech impediment 

was healed when "Jesus put his fingers into the man’s 

ears. Then he spit and touched the man’s tongue” (v33). 

• In our text today, Jesus will heal a blind man by 

"spit[ting] on his 

eyes, and laying His hands on him." 

3. We will also see that the miracle is done in stages. It is 

not immediate. 

How did this encounter with Jesus take place? 

Verse 22, states that they brought the blind man to Jesus –  

The – they – is most likely the friends of this blind man. This 

is very similar to the paralytic man that we saw earlier in the 



7 

 

 

gospel of Mark, where his friends took him to see Jesus and 

because there was such a huge crowd in the house where 

Jesus was staying – they proceeded to cut a hole in the roof 

and lower the paralytic man to the feet of Jesus. 

So here, we have a group of people that are interceding on 

behalf of the blind man. 

Not only do they bring this blind man to Jesus, they beg 

Jesus to touch him or heal him.  

They are showing their persistence on behalf of the need of 

the need for their friend. 

Jesus took the blind man by the hand and He takes the blind 

man outside the town. 

Why did Jesus take him outside the town??? 
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[Mat 11:21-24 NKJV] 21 "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to 

you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which were 

done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they 

would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 

22 "But I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre 

and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you. 23 "And 

you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be 

brought down to Hades; for if the mighty works which 

were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would 

have remained until this day. 24 "But I say to you that it 

shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day 

of judgment than for you." 
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It's been suggested that Jesus led the blind man out of town 

because Bethsaida was one of three Jewish cities Jesus 

rebuked for their unbelief. 

Bethsaida was under judgment for their unbelief, but even in 

wrath, God remembers mercy, and this blind man could be 

healed. 

So then, the scriptures tell us that Jesus proceeds to spit on 

the eyes on the blind man. 

Jesus could have healed the blind man without touching him.  

We have seen miracles already in the gospel of Mark where 

Jesus simply spoke a word and they were healed. 

We have seen miracles where they were healed without 

Jesus saying a word – like the woman who had been 
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hemorrhaging for 12 years, all she did was touch the hem of 

His garment and she was healed. 

But why spit??? 

According to the Law of Moses, anyone who was spat upon 

was deemed unclean. 

So why did Jesus have to do something so ugly, so 

shameful to this blind man in order to heal him. 

Church, before we focus on the blind man, we should 

remember that it would take something ugly, something 

shameful, for Jesus to be able to save us.  

He would have to be ridiculed, beaten, spat upon, nailed 

naked on the Cross – that was meant for you and me, in 

order to save us. 
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Jesus spits on the blind eyes of the bling man and asked him 

if he sees anything. 

The blind man responds by telling Jesus that he sees men 

like trees walking. 

Does this mean that Jesus wasn’t powerful enough to heal 

this blind man of his condition? Of course not.  

Nothing is impossible to God. 

Many of the miracles that Jesus performed were instant 

healings. 

But by healing the blind man in stages, Jesus was able to 

draw an expression of faith from the blind man. 

This is the same thing we saw two weeks ago when Jesus 

healed the Syro-Phoenician’s daughter. Turn to Mark 7:27 
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This gentile woman comes on behalf of her daughter who 

had an unclean spirit. 

[Mar 7:27-29 NKJV] 27 But Jesus said to her, "Let the 

children be filled first, for it is not good to take the 

children's bread and throw [it] to the little dogs." 28 And 

she answered and said to Him, "Yes, Lord, yet even the 

little dogs under the table eat from the children's 

crumbs." 29 Then He said to her, "For this saying go 

your way; the demon has gone out of your daughter." 

I had made the point that Jesus explains to her that He came 

first to the Jew, and her response was that she 

acknowledged Jesus calling, and all she wanted was a 

crumb of the blessing – and that expression of faith is what 

Jesus was seeking. 
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The blind man sight didn’t have perfect eye sight. He was 

only able to make out the outline of people – they look like 

trees. 

This required another touch from Jesus and then the blind 

man was able to see perfectly. He had 20-20 vision. 

Now, I believe that our Christian walk is very similar to what 

the blind man from Bethsaida just experienced. 

Our salvation can certainly be compared to someone who 

has suffered from blindness and suddenly been giving the 

gift of sight. 

The hymn Amazing Grace has that wonderful line – I once 

was blind but now I see… 
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Turn with me to the book of Acts 26, here we see Paul giving 

his testimony to King Agrippa… 

[Act 26:15-18 NKJV] 15 "So I said, 'Who are You, Lord?' 

And He said, 'I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 16 

'But rise and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to 

you for this purpose, to make you a minister and a 

witness both of the things which you have seen and of 

the things which I will yet reveal to you. 17 'I will deliver 

you from the [Jewish] people, as well as [from] the 

Gentiles, to whom I now send you, 18 'to open their 

eyes, [in order] to turn [them] from darkness to light, 

and [from] the power of Satan to God, that they may 

receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among 

those who are sanctified by faith in Me.' 
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However, God isn’t finished with us at our conversion; we 

are still a work in progress. As we mature in our relationship 

with Him, our eyesight gets clearer and clearer until the day 

that we meet Him and the scriptures point out that we will be 

like Him. Amen!!! 

Now, keep in mind that this miracle is done in front of the 

disciples who just before this event were rebuked by Jesus. 

Jesus had been warning them about the dangers of leaven 

in the bread and all they can think about was physical bread 

and Jesus rebukes them for it. 

[Mar 8:18, 21 NKJV] 18 “Having eyes, do you not see? 

And having ears, do you not hear? And do you not 

remember? … 21 So He said to them, “How [is it] you do 

not understand?” 
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The disciples were like the blind man when he was able to 

see the men walking around like trees.  

Even though they had been walking with Jesus and seeing 

the many miracles that He had done – the feeding of the 

multitudes, the healings and His authority over the wind and 

the seas, the lens in which they saw the works of Jesus was 

still blurry. 

So – we already read verses 27-30 here in Mark, but I want 

us to look at the account in the gospel of Matthew because 

he adds a few details that Mark leaves out. 

[Mat 16:13-20 NKJV] 13 When Jesus came into the 

region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, 

saying, "Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?" 

14 So they said, "Some [say] John the Baptist, some 
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Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 15 

He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16 

Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the 

Son of the living God." 17 Jesus answered and said to 

him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and 

blood has not revealed [this] to you, but My Father who 

is in heaven. 18 "And I also say to you that you are 

Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the 

gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 19 "And I will 

give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 

whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." 

20 Then He commanded His disciples that they should 

tell no one that He was Jesus the Christ. 
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Keep in mind that this happens immediately after the miracle 

of the blind man of Bethsaida.  

Jesus wants to determine whether or not His disciples know 

who He really is. 

So Jesus asks them a simple question, 

Who do men say that I am? 

Jesus wants to make a distinction here. The question may 

as well have been stated as “Who do the spiritually blind say 

that I am?” 

And the truth is that the spiritually blind did not know who 

Jesus Christ was – and we see this through the answers that 

the disciples gave. 
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John the Baptist was already dead – we saw this when 

Agrippa beheaded him at the request of Herodias’ daughter 

in chapter 6. 

The spiritually blind people were saying that Jesus was a 

prophet Elijah or Jeremiah. 

But Elijah was a forerunner. He wasn’t the Messiah, neither 

was Jeremiah. And neither of them was the Son of God. 

Even to this day, we have cults that misrepresent who Jesus 

Christ is. 

One cult says He is satan’s brother. Another cult says He is 

merely an angel. 

Some nonbelievers say that Jesus is a good teacher like 

Buddha and other philosophers. 
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But Jesus said He is God – how can He simply be a good 

teacher if we don’t truly believe what He said. 

Unless, we proclaim Jesus to be the Christ, the Son of God, 

we fail to bring Him the honor and the glory that He alone 

deserves. 

After hearing what the people had to say about Him, Jesus 

rephrases the question.  

Who do you say that I am?  

You see, it was fine for the disciples to know what others 

thought about Jesus. But Jesus had to ask them, as 

individuals, what they believed about Him. 

This is the question placed before all who hear of Jesus; and 

it is we, not He, who are judged by our answer.  
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In fact, we answer this question every day by what we 

believe and do. If we really believe Jesus is who He says He 

is, it will affect the way that we live our lives. 

Peter responds with “You are the Christ” 

Christ – Christos – “anointed”; this is the Greek translation of 

the Hebrew word “Messiah”.   

The word “Messiah” means “anointed one”, meaning a king.  

The Messiah was the promised king from the line of David.  

He was the Savior that would one day rescue the nation of 

Israel from all her enemies. 

Peter gets it.  He understands. 

However, look at what Jesus responds to Peter’s declaration 

here in the account of Matthew. 
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17 Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are you, 

Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed 

[this] to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 

Peter’s declaration had nothing to do with Peter being able 

to assemble all the pieces of the puzzle together.  

God is the one who revealed it to Peter. 

Church, this is why we can’t argue or reason with someone 

and hope to bring them to Christ.  

We must always remember that He alone is the one who 

saves and He alone is the one who conditions the heart of 

people to receive His word… 

After then after the declaration, Jesus strictly warned them 

that they should tell no one about Him. 
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You see, all they had done was to declare Jesus as 

Messiah, however, before they could preach that Jesus was 

the Messiah, they had to learn exactly what that meant. 

And we will find out that Peter had no idea that he 

understood what his declaration meant. 

So starting in verse 31, Jesus starts to teach the disciples 

about what being the Messiah was all about. 

[Mar 8:31-33 NKJV] 31 And He began to teach them that 

the Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected 

by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 

killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He spoke this 

word openly. Then Peter took Him aside and began to 

rebuke Him. 33 But when He had turned around and 

looked at His disciples, He rebuked Peter, saying, "Get 
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behind Me, Satan! For you are not mindful of the things 

of God, but the things of men." 

This is the reason that Jesus strictly warned them about 

preaching to others that Jesus was the Messiah. 

It was unthinkable and unimaginable to hear the words that 

the Messiah was going to have to suffer,  

You see, the disciples had a wrong understanding of the 

purpose of the Messiah. 

Here we see the disciples suffering from the same condition 

as the blind man from Bethsaida after Jesus spat on His face 

- as it appears that they could only make out shapes. They 

don’t have the clear vision yet. 
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After declaring that Jesus is the Christ in verse 29, here we 

have Peter rebuking Jesus in verse 32. 

You don’t have to go to the cross Jesus, you don’t have to 

endure suffering. 

And Jesus turns around and rebukes Peter. 

What Peter is doing here in our text as he rebukes Jesus is 

the same thing that Satan does in the wilderness as he 

tempted Jesus for forty days. 

You see, both Peter and Satan were tempting Jesus to act 

against God’s will. 

 [Luk 4:5-8 NKJV] 5 Then the devil, taking Him up on a 

high mountain, showed Him all the kingdoms of the 

world in a moment of time. 6 And the devil said to Him, 
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"All this authority I will give You, and their glory; for 

[this] has been delivered to me, and I give it to 

whomever I wish. 7 "Therefore, if You will worship 

before me, all will be Yours." 8 And Jesus answered and 

said to him, "Get behind Me, Satan! For it is written, 'You 

shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you 

shall serve.' " 

Even though Peter had declared that Jesus was the Christ – 

Peter didn’t understand the purpose of the Christ.  

Jesus rebuked Satan because Satan was the one behind 

Peter’s words. 

It’s amazing how one minute Peter is being given revelation 

by God the Father, and the next minute he’s being a 

spokesman for Satan. 
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We close out the chapter this morning starting in verse 34, 

34 When He had called the people to [Himself], with His 

disciples also, He said to them, "Whoever desires to 

come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his 

cross, and follow Me. 35 "For whoever desires to save 

his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake 

and the gospel's will save it. 36 "For what will it profit a 

man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own 

soul? 37 "Or what will a man give in exchange for his 

soul? 38 "For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words 

in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son 

of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory 

of His Father with the holy angels." 
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For many years in my Christian walk, I would read the 

account of Peter getting rebuked by Jesus and I couldn’t 

believe that Peter was such a knucklehead in the words that 

he spoke. 

It wasn’t until one day I was convicted by the last 5 verses in 

this chapter and I realized that through my actions, I was 

doing the same thing that Peter was doing. 

All Peter did was to question the cost??? 

Yet, in these last 5 verses; Jesus provides us the cost to 

follow Him. 

Everyone during that time knew the significance of the cross.  

It was a symbol of death. 

To follow Jesus requires the death of self. 
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The death of our own will in order to follow His will. 

I love reading the Old Testament and one thing that we find 

in the Old Testament is the people’s reluctance to give up 

their worship of idols. 

Church, self is an idol. 

We had read earlier how Jesus had the opportunity to gain 

the entire world by worshipping satan, but found life and 

victory in obedience instead. 

The question that Jesus asks us all is “Who do you say that I 

am???” 

For many of us, we answer that question with our walk. 

Let’s pray… 

To Receive Christ do the following: 
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Admit, “I am a sinner.” 

Confess and be willing to turn from your sin. 

Believe, by faith that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross. 

Receive, through prayer, Jesus Christ into your heart and receive eternal life. 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, 

I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness. I believe that You died on the 

cross for my sins. Please forgive me for my sins and cleanse me by Your blood. I 

accept You by faith as my personal Lord and Savior. Give me a thirst for Your Word 

and Help me to follow You all of my days. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


