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Bibles??? 

The Word of God is the Absolute Truth and the Final Authority 

Turn your bibles with me to the Gospel of John 17 

We are continuing our verse by verse study through the Gospel of John 

And we currently find ourselves in the middle of the real Lord’s prayer – the deepest 

and most profound prayer in the Bible! 

Jesus is praying to His Father. 

He is only moments away from being arrested and beaten 

He is only hours away from the cross,  

Hours away from having a crown of thorns pressed and twisted into His skull 

Hours away from being placed in a tomb 

And yet from His prayer, it is obvious that His thoughts are not dominated with what 

lies ahead for Himself –  

Instead, He is deeply concerned for His disciples and what lies ahead for them. 

And so, Jesus is praying for those who are His with a fervency and concern that gives 

us a beautiful look into the heart of God for those who belong to Him. 

And the reason that this is important for us - 
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There are many times where we find ourselves in the midst of a painful circumstance, 

or in the midst of never ending trials and tribulations where we are tempted to ask the 

question –  

“Do you even care Lord?” 

And the answer that comes through so clearly from this section in John 17 is a 

resounding— 

“YES”!— 

Yes God cares about you and me and He is always thinking about you and me every 

second of every day— 

David writes in - 

[Psa 139:17 NKJV] 17 How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How 

great is the sum of them! 

And that is exactly what we are going to see this morning and for the next couple of 

weeks – as Jesus prays for His disciples and prays for us – as He stands in the 

shadow of the cross. 

Let’s pray… 
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[Jhn 17:6-8 NKJV] 6 "I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have 

given Me out of the world. They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have 

kept Your word.  

Let’s pause right here –  

I have manifested Your name: 

A few weeks ago, when Jesus was teaching His disciples in the Upper Room – He 

made a promise to them and us (John 16:23) Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever 

you ask the Father in My name He will give you. 

And in our study – I mentioned that, to the Jew, to ask for something in someone else’s 

name meant to ask for something as their representative— 

something they would have asked for if they had been there in person.  

It would be something that was in harmony with their character— 

For in the Jewish mind the concept of “name” speaks of ‘all that they are as a 

person’—it speaks of their nature. 

That is why in Exodus 34 – it says that the Lord stood with Moses and proclaimed the 

name of the Lord - “The LORD, the LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, 

and abounding in goodness and truth, 

God revealed His nature to Moses 
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The word manifested means to reveal, to shine forth 

And so, when Jesus said, "I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have 

given Me” (verse 6)—He’s saying, “I have revealed Your character, I have revealed 

Your nature, to the men You have given to Me.” 

How did Jesus do that?  

How did He reveal the character of God to His disciples? 

The interesting thing about the word that Jesus uses here for manifested – is that 

emphasis is placed on illustration more than declaration. 

In other words, when Jesus said, “I have manifested Your name”—He wasn’t saying, “I 

had a really nice long talk with these guys about Your character” 

But rather, He is saying, “I lived it out, I revealed the nature of God (visually) through 

My life” 

He did it little by little, day by day, hour by hour, act by act, word by word 

He revealed the Father through Him so that He could say “When you have seen Me, 

you have seen the Father” 

He revealed it little by little – both in word and in deed 

And that is an important concept for us to grasp 
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He didn’t simply say to them and speak the manifestation of the Father but, He “did” 

the manifestation of the Father, so that His actions met His words 

Now, there is a word in scripture for those whose actions don’t meet their words 

What is it? 

Hypocrite 

Church, as a follower of Jesus Christ, it is God’s heart that we are not a hypocrite 

That we don’t say one thing and do another 

That we don’t come into a gathering on Sunday morning acting one way and by the 

time we leave and get on the I19 we are acting a totally different way. 

What do people say when you invite them to church –  

I don’t want to go to church –  

because they are all a bunch of hypocrites!!! 

And in many ways – that is a true statement. 

There is a little bit of hypocrisy in all of us 

It is the human condition 
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That is why it is so important that we pray and that we lay our lives down before the 

Lord, so that we don’t live hypocritical lives. 

So that when people look at our lives, how we handle trials and tribulations, how we 

interact with one another, how we forgive one another – our love for one another – they 

can know a little more about God – knowing that our deeds match up with our words. 

• Another important thing to note is that – 

Jesus manifested the totality of His character and nature 

We must see Him for all that He is 

He didn’t just reveal love – yes, He is love , but He is also: holy, gracious, kind, merciful, 

longsuffering, patient, gentle, righteous, and just. 

Jesus goes on to say in verse 6 – that this manifestation was given to the men whom 

You have given Me out of this word. 

In other words – as Jesus begins to pray for His disciples – we see the intimacy that 

He shares with the Father – and He starts off this portion of His prayer with “Father, 

mission accomplished” 

“I have done what You called me to do – with these guys” 

“I fulfilled Your call – with this group of people” 

And I had you make a note of out of this world –  
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Jesus is not referring to earth as a whole or to humanity 

When He refers to “out of this world”, He is referring to the fallen world system.  

He is referring to the fallen world system controlled by Satan. 

A kingdom of death and darkness. 

He is referring to a system which is in rebellion to God - a system that is constantly 

trying to drag us back under its control— 

Here is the important thing that we need to understand –  

Everyone of us, through our physical birth – we were born into this fallen world system. 

But it is only through a second birth (our spiritual birth) that we enter into His kingdom 

and become His children. 

But how does a person know for sure that they have been redeemed out of the world 

and are now a child of God? 

Jesus answers this for us at the end of verse 6 

• They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. 

I had you make a note of that last portion – they have kept Your word 

Now some of us might say really???????? 

These 11 disciples they have kept Your word????? 



8 

 

 

Isn’t Peter going to deny Jesus in the next few hours? 

Wasn’t it Peter who kept on sticking his own foot in his mouth time after time – 

Hey, Jesus – these other guys might turn their back on you – not me. 

Hey, Jesus –you don’t have to go to the cross 

Didn’t Jesus go up to Peter and say, “Get behind me – you holy mighty man of God” 

No, He didn’t say that –  

He said, “Get behind me……Satan” 

Jesus called Peter, Satan – but he kept His word? 

What about James and John – the sons of Zebedee 

When the Samaritan village failed to receive Jesus and His disciples as they were 

making their way to Jerusalem – what did they do?  

Jesus, lets fry these guys – let us burn them to a crisp 

Did Jesus give them the title, the sons of love, the sons of kindness and joy?  

Of course not 

He named them the sons of thunder – and rightly so – they had issues 

Let’s broaden this up a little bit – let’s move beyond the disciples 
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Let’s look at the life of David – He goes down in history as a man after God’s own heart 

David??? 

David, the failure as a father 

David the liar 

David, the man who committed adultery and then tried to cover it up by having her 

husband killed 

A man after God’s own heart 

How about Rahab –  

If you don’t remember who Rahab is? She is known as Rahab the pure – no she is not. 

She is Rahab the harlot, Rahab the prostitute 

Here is the things church – 

Evidently, God sees things differently than we do 

We tend to focus on our own faults,  

We tend to focus on our own weaknesses and our own failures and we then turn 

around and do it to those around us. 

But that is not what Jesus does 
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He doesn’t focus on our failures 

When Jesus sees those who have been redeemed – He says, “They have kept My 

word” 

And I think we need to begin to look at ourselves in that same way. 

We need to stop walking under the level of condemnation, but by faith – accept the 

blood of Jesus for the forgiveness of our sins and not to condemn ourselves 

The enemy likes to condemn 

The enemy likes to throw accusations around 

You are a failure 

God will never use you 

You blew it again 

But when the Lord prays for us – He tells the Father – they have kept my word and 

where they have failed, where they have fallen - I get them back up. 

[Pro 24:16 NKJV] 16 For a righteous [man] may fall seven times And rise again, 

But the wicked shall fall by calamity. 

This doesn’t mean that if we fall 8 times or 20 times or 100 times that we are done 

It is not the number that matters - it is the principle. 
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The idea is that no matter how many times we fall – the Lord is there to pick us up. 

Well you don’t understand what I did? The Lord is there to pick you up. 

What is the key - repentance 

I believe that the disciples understood repentance 

Peter, as we will see later on in our studies – he repented unto the Lord and the Lord 

used him in a mighty way. 

True repentance brings forth action 

It is not simply feeling bad about what we did –  

It is not simply saying – I am sorry 

Judas, the one who betrayed Jesus – he felt bad, he felt self-pity, he felt remorse, he 

was sorry – but it didn’t lead to action – it didn’t lead to repentance 

They have kept Your word –  

Church, None of us are perfect 

Don’t think of this phrase as – we all have it together 

Because the truth is – we don’t 

But, He is there to pick us up again. 
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7 "Now they have known that all things which You have given Me are from You.  

There were many things that the disciples didn’t truly understand at this point 

They didn’t understand why Jesus had to go to the cross 

They didn’t understand that Jesus was going to conquer death at the resurrection 

I am pretty sure they didn’t understand the news that the world was going to hate them 

because of their association to Jesus 

But the one thing they did understand at this point was that Jesus was the Messiah 

They understood that Jesus was sent from God 

They understood His divine origin 

Think back to when some that followed Jesus walked away 

Jesus asked the 12 – Do you also want to go away? 

[Jhn 6:68-69 NKJV] 68 But Simon Peter answered Him, "Lord, to whom shall we 

go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 "Also we have come to believe and 

know that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 
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8 "For I have given to them the words which You have given Me; and they have 

received [them], and have known surely that I came forth from You; and they 

have believed that You sent Me. 

We are going to end our study this morning with verse 8 today 

And the reason is that I believe that this verse summarizes what we are called to do 

What are we called to do?  

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 

This is the definition of discipleship 

It is God giving us instructions (through the Holy Spirit), we hear from the Lord, we 

receive it and then we tell someone else or we do what God has called us to do. 

That is discipleship / that is spiritual maturity 

Remember, spiritual maturity is not measured by  

how many times we go to church 

or by how many prayers we have prayed 

or how long we have been a believer 

Spiritual maturity is measured by our level of obedience to what we have been called 

to do 
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That means that someone can walk with the Lord for 25, 30, 40 years and still be 

spiritually immature 

God’s heart if for each of us to grow in His grace 

Which means, I heard it, I received it, I did it 

I heard it, I received it, I did it 

That is the model of discipleship 

That is the model of ministry 

That is the model of what we have been called to do 

Turn your bibles with me to 2 Timothy 2 

Because I am going to show you how Paul caught the vision of Jesus that we see in 

His prayer 

[2Ti 2:1-2 NKJV] 1 You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ 

Jesus. 2 And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, 

commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 

Again, that is discipleship, that is ministry 

The things you have heard, receive them and then commit them 

That is why it is so important to read His word 
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That is why I teach directly from His word – here is the meat on Sunday morning, here 

is the meat on Wed evening. 

But we still have to receive it and obey it. 

If we don’t – we will not spiritually grow. 

What greater thing can we share with others than something that we've received from 

the Lord? 

I had you make a note that the discipled believed 

They believed that Jesus worked by the power of God.  

They believed that Jesus had come from God. They said, “We know You’re the Holy 

One of God.” 

They believed that everything He did was according to the will of God, everything He 

said was the Word of God.  

They believed that His miracles were done by the power of God, and they were full of 

the compassion of God.  

They believed that everything He ever taught had divine authority because it was from 

God.  

They believed that Jesus was holy, that every day He ministered to sinners and yet He 

never sinned.  
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They believed that He had regular constant communion with God the Father, and that 

everything He did expressed the will of the Father.  

But here is the thing – 

Remember back in verse 6 when Jesus said that they have kept your word – and we 

looked at some examples of how in our eyes they didn’t 

Turn to the left o the end of ch 16 – we did this two weeks ago 

The disciples were having a hard time understanding Jesus and then in verse 30 – 

they said, “Ohhhhhh, now we get it” 

And Jesus rebuked them 

[Jhn 16:31-32 NKJV] 31 Jesus answered them, "Do you now believe? 32 "Indeed 

the hour is coming, yes, has now come, that you will be scattered, each to his 

own, and will leave Me alone. And yet I am not alone, because the Father is with 

Me. 

Yet, amazingly enough, now Jesus is telling the Father that these guys really do 

believe – in the same way that He said that have kept Your word. 

Turn to Mark 9 –  

[Mar 9:17-27 NKJV] 17 Then one of the crowd answered and said, “Teacher, I 

brought You my son, who has a mute spirit. 18 “And wherever it seizes him, it 
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throws him down; he foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth, and becomes rigid. 

So I spoke to Your disciples, that they should cast it out, but they could not.” 19 

He answered him and said, “O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? 

How long shall I bear with you? Bring him to Me.” 20 Then they brought him to 

Him. And when he saw Him, “mmediately the spirit convulsed him, and he fell on 

the ground and wallowed, foaming at the mouth. 21 So He asked his father, “How 

long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. 22 “And 

often he has thrown him both into the fire and into the water to destroy him. But 

if You can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” 23 Jesus said to 

him, "If you can believe, all things [are] possible to him who believes.” 24 

Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, “Lord, I believe; 

help my unbelief!” 25 When Jesus saw that the people came running together, 

He rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it: “Deaf and dumb spirit, I command 

you, come out of him and enter him no more!” 26 Then [the spirit] cried out, 

convulsed him greatly, and came out of him. And he became as one dead, so 

that many said, “He is dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him 

up, and he arose. 

The man admitted he had an imperfect faith (“Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!”), but 

Jesus still honored what little faith he had. 

And Jesus is doing the same thing with His disciples 
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The Point: Our God can do great things, even with the little faith that we give Him. 

He will meet us where we are at 

And He will honor our faith in Him 

Let’s pray… 

 

To Receive Christ do the following: 

 

Admit, “I am a sinner.” 

Confess and be willing to turn from your sin. 

Believe, by faith that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross. 

Receive, through prayer, Jesus Christ into your heart and receive eternal life. 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, 

I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness. I believe that You died on the 

cross for my sins. Please forgive me for my sins and cleanse me by Your blood. I 

accept You by faith as my personal Lord and Savior. Give me a thirst for Your Word 

and Help me to follow You all of my days. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 
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Jesus entrusted all that he did and all that he was to a group of human beings. 

Through the work of the Spirit, they changed the world.  

So can we.  

We have the same Savior. We have the same Spirit. We have the opportunity.  

The real question is this: Do we have the same faith? 

Perfection is not required—only a humble, submissive faith. 

 

 

 

[Num 6:24-26 NLT] 24 ' 

May the LORD bless you and protect you.  

May the LORD smile on you and be gracious to you. 

May the LORD show you his favor and give you his peace.' 


