Bibles???

The Word of God is the Absolute Truth and the Final Authority

Turn your bibles with me to Acts 9

We have been looking at the work of the Holy Spirit among the early church.

How the Holy Spirit empowered apostles, servants and lowly disciples to do His work.

And we have seen the manifestation of this by the transformation of some in the early

church.

Yes, we saw Saul conversion last week — but let’s not forget the transformation of

Peter and the other disciples.

You might remember that only weeks had passed from the day when they all
abandoned the Lord (when he was arrested, they went into hiding, Peter denied Him 3
times) — and yet, weeks later, they were standing in the very same spot before the
religious rulers preaching Christ — standing before the very same individuals who

conspired against the LORD.

In our study tonight, we are going to finish chapter nine.

And the first thing we are going to see is that what happened to Saul on the road to
Damascus — it was for a purpose — and we will see how the Holy Spirit empowered

Saul (later Paul) to be able to fulfill that purpose.



And then we will see the Holy Spirit continue to work within the church and we will

conclude our study with two miracles that the Holy Spirt empowered Peter to do.

Let’s pray...

So in our study last week, we finished with Ananias, a faithful disciple in the early
church, laying hands on Saul — and immediately, he was filled with the Holy Spirt and

his eye sight was restored —

Not only was he healed from his physical blindness but also from the spiritual

blindness that he suffered him.

The scales that had covered his heart — as he persecuted the early church — had also

been removed.

So he spends the next few days getting his strength back and fellowshipping with the

disciples there in Damascus.

[Act 9:20-43 NKJV] 20 Immediately he preached the Christ in the synagogues,

that He is the Son of God.

After getting his strength back — Saul gets back up and heads to the synagogue and

begins to preach Jesus Christ.

Days earlier, he was making his way to Damascus to arrest Christians — now he is

going to the synagogue hoping to make more of them.



Now, remember that the synagogues (or place of assembly) these were the places that

Jews would come together to study the Old Testament.

This was something they did when they returned from exile — so they wouldn’t forget

the Word of God.

And it was customary to allow individuals who knew the scriptures to speak at the

synagogues.

Saul, because he had been a disciple of the great Jewish scholar Gamaliel was
allowed to speak at the synagogues — and this is something that we will see in
throughout the book of Acts — anytime Paul comes into a new city — the first place he

goes to is the local synagogue.

And because he was empowered by the holy Spirt and because he was also knew the

scriptures, he was able to reveal how the scriptures point to Jesus Christ.

Now, | had you make a note that Saul revealed to them that Jesus is the Son of God.

There will be some sceptics who will point this bible verse out (JW / Mormons) and
they might say, “Aha! Saul here is saying that Jesus is lower than God by calling Him

the Son of God?”

No — he isn’t.

Turn with me to John 5



[Jhn 5:16-18 NKJV] 16 For this reason the Jews persecuted Jesus, and sought to
kill Him, because He had done these things on the Sabbath. 17 But Jesus
answered them, "My Father has been working until now, and | have been
working." 18 Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not

only broke the Sabbath, but also said that God was His Father, making Himself

equal with God.

Every time that Jesus gave Himself the title, Son of God, and every time anyone else
used that title to refer to Him, it is clearly understood that it is a claim to His deity —

making Himself equal with God.

21 Then all who heard were amazed, and said, "Is this not he who destroyed
those who called on this name in Jerusalem, and has come here for that
purpose, so that he might bring them bound to the chief priests?" 22 But Saul

increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who dwelt in

Damascus, proving that this [Jesus] is the Christ.

The Jews in the synagogue were amazed — they can’t explain the transformation that

has occurred in the life of Saul.

They were amazed, but they weren’t converted.

They were confounded, but not persuaded.

Why not?



Because they suffered from the same spiritual blindness that Saul had suffered from.

By the way, when one reads verse 22 — as it describes Saul, the description is almost

identical to the work of the Holy Spirit upon Stephen.

Remember Stephen, in Acts 6, he is challenged by the Synagogue of the Freedmen —
and Stephen wiped the floor with them — and this led to them falsely accusing Stephen

of blasphemy.

And | had mentioned at the time that it is possible that Saul was one of those
individuals because the scriptures point out that some of the members came from the

region of Cilicia — where Tarsus is located.

So it could very well be that Saul used the same points that Stephen wound up using

against him.

23 Now after many days were past, the Jews plotted to kill him. 24 But their plot

became known to Saul. And they watched the gates day and night, to kill him. 25
Then the disciples took him by night and let [him] down through the wall in a

large basket.

In Paul’s letter to the churches in Galatia, he writes that after his conversion — he spent

some time in Arabia.

Now, Arabia was considered anything east of Damascus —



And Paul tells us that after his time in Arabia, he returned to Damascus and this is

when they plotted to kill him.

We don’t know exactly how long he was in Arabia — however, the scriptures do point
out that from the time of his conversion to the time he returned to Jerusalem was a

total of 3 years.

So here we see Saul suffering already for the cause of Christ as he is lowered in a

basket from the city walls as he flees persecution.

Think about what has happened to Saul up to this point —

He went up to Damascus with orders from the High Priest

After his encounter with Jesus

he was led into Damascus a broken man — blind.

His departure from Damascus is even worse — lowered in a basket.

Both of these things are just a foretaste of what lies ahead for Saul as he seeks to

bring the truth of Jesus Christ to a lost and dying world.

26 And when Saul had come to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples; but they

were all afraid of him, and did not believe that he was a disciple.

In Damascus, he was rejected by his fellow Jew.



When he finally reaches Jerusalem, he is shunned by the apostles.

They don’t think that his conversion is legit.

They think that he is just there to spy on them — they think he is there to find out how

many more of these Christians there are.

They think that it is a trap / some kind of trick — that Saul is pretending.

And after everything that Saul had done to the church — it would be understandable.

27 But Barnabas took him and brought [him] to the apostles. And he declared to
them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had spoken to him, and

how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.

We saw Barnabas back in chapter 4 —

His real name was Joses — which is short for Joseph.

Barnabas was the nickname the was given to him by the early church = “Son of

Encouragement”

When the apostles steered away from Saul, Barnabas reached out to him.

Church, | believe that the church needs its share of Barnabas’

Those that are willing to look past the rough exterior in others — maybe it is something

from their past or maybe they might have a hard time fitting in —



The Barnabas is the one that is going to come beside them and help guide them and
take them under their wing — someone who will encourage them to grow in the Lord,

someone who will help them find their ministry and fit into the body.

The Barnabas is going to be the ones that will check up on those who haven'’t been to

church in a while to see if they are ok.

Barnabas went to bat for Saul.

It was risky, but he knew Saul’s conversion was legit and so he took on his case and

sought to bring him to the Apostles for formal recognition.

28 So he was with them at Jerusalem, coming in and going out. 29 And he spoke
boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus and disputed against the Hellenists, but
they attempted to kill him. 30 When the brethren found out, they brought him

down to Caesarea and sent him out to Tarsus.

Saul is finally accepted by the apostles and Paul will tell us that he spent 15 days with

the disciples.

And he begins to share the gospel with the Hellenists and they tried to kill him —

remember, the Hellenists were the Greek Jews.

So the Jews in Damascus wanted to kill him and now we have the Greek Jews in

Jerusalem trying to kill him.



Up to this point we would say that Saul has failed right???

Everyone wants to kill him — no one is responding to him preaching Christ.

And based on verse 30, it appears that Luke is telling us that the apostles and the

other believers urged Saul to leave Jerusalem for his own sake.

Turn with me to Acts 22 — here we get the entire picture of what’s going on.

[Act 22:17-21 NKJV] 17 “Now it happened, when I returned to Jerusalem and was
praying in the temple, that | was in a trance 18 “and saw Him saying to me, ‘Make
haste and get out of Jerusalem quickly, for they will not receive your testimony
concerning Me.” 19 “So | said, ‘Lord, they know that in every synagogue |
imprisoned and beat those who believe on You. 20 ‘And when the blood of Your
martyr Stephen was shed, | also was standing by consenting to his death, and
guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.” 21 “Then He said to me,

‘Depart, for 1 will send you far from here to the Gentiles.” “

So Paul says that he went into the temple and he has a vision — in the vision, Jesus
tells him that he has to leave Jerusalem — that it is not his calling to preach to the Jews.
We saw last week that God told Ananias that Saul was the instrument that He was

going to use to bring the gospel to the Gentiles.

And Saul begins to argue with Jesus.

| want to preach to the Jews
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| am one of them —

| have the perfect testimony.

| have the background

| have the training

My heart is with my fellow Jew

And Jesus tells him — to the Gentiles.

So really, Saul being sent back home to Tarsus is equivalent to a 10 year time out.

Because that is how long it took Saul to finally say, “OK God, we will do it your way.

Church, sometimes we struggle because we have good intention on how we can be
used by God — but we have to remember that He is the One who calls the shots — not

us.

31 Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and

were edified. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy

Spirit, they were multiplied.

In the beginning of the book of Acts — when the Holy Spirit empowered Peter to give

his first sermon, we saw that God added to the church.
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But now, as we get further in the book of Acts — as the church was edified and matured
and more people started taking the responsibility of witnessing to their family and

friends, the church began to multiply.

So, now Luke transitions from Paul to Peter’s ministry.

32 Now it came to pass, as Peter went through all [parts of the country], that he
also came down to the saints who dwelt in Lydda. 33 There he found a certain
man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden eight years and was paralyzed. 34

And Peter said to him, "Aeneas, Jesus the Christ heals you. Arise and make your

bed." Then he arose immediately. 35 So all who dwelt at Lydda and Sharon saw

him and turned to the Lord.

Earlier in the book of Acts, we had seen the Holy Spirit empower Peter and the

apostles to perform miracles.

However, the miracles were all performed in Jerusalem (around the temple area)

Here Peter begins to venture out and he comes across this paralyzed individual by the

name of Aeneas.

Now, this miracle is very similar to two miracles that Jesus performed.

In Mark 2, Jesus healed that paralytic man that was lowered by his friend that had

made a hole in the roof.
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And in John 5, Jesus healed a paralyzed man at the pools in Bethesda.

And the command that Peter gives here is very similar to the one that Jesus spoke to

the two individuals He healed.

Arise and go!

However, | asked you to make a note that it wasn’t Peter that healed Aeneas — it was

Jesus Christ.

He gives glory where it belongs.

And the miracle opened wide the door for the preaching of the gospel and people

throughout the region responded.

Just a quick observation -

Note that it doesn’t say he made his bed. But then on the other hand, it doesn’t say

that he didn’t make his bed.

36 At Joppathere was a certain disciple named Tabitha, which is translated

Dorcas. This woman was full of good works and charitable deeds which she did.

Tabitha is the Aramaic name and Dorcas is the Greek version of the name.

And her name means “gazelle/deer”
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And Luke tells us that Tabitha was known for the grace and mercy that she showed

toward everyone.

She just didn’t talk about serving, she served.

She was a person who well understood that while we are not saved by good works, we

are saved for them.

She understood God'’s heart for the poor and needy and made it her aim to take care

of them as best she could.

And she was deeply loved by the church in Joppa.

37 But it happened in those days that she became sick and died. When they had
washed her, they laid [her] in an upper room. 38 And since Lydda was near
Joppa, and the disciples had heard that Peter was there, they sent two men to
him, imploring [him] not to delay in coming to them. 39 Then Peter arose and
went with them. When he had come, they brought [him] to the upper room. And
all the widows stood by him weeping, showing the tunics and garments which

Dorcas had made while she was with them.

The widows during this time were at the very bottom of the social scale.

Even slaves were higher than widows because at least slaves had an owner who

would house, cloth, and feed them.
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Widows had no one and would often roam the streets, living off scraps and the charity

of strangers.

And so here we see that Tabitha had cared for them while she was alive.

And now that she is dead, not only are they mourning her loss — but they are also

seeing their livelihood coming to an end.

40 But Peter put them all out, and knelt down and prayed. And turning to the
body he said, "Tabitha, arise." And she opened her eyes, and when she saw

Peter she sat up.

Turn with me to Mark 5

In verse 22, Jairus goes to Jesus and tells Him that his daughter is very sick -

[Mar 5:35-42 NKJV] 35 While He was still speaking, [some] came from the ruler of
the synagogue's [house] who said, "Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the
Teacher any further?" 36 As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, He
said to the ruler of the synagogue, "Do not be afraid; only believe." 37 And He
permitted no one to follow Him except Peter, James, and John the brother of
James. 38 Then He came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and saw a
tumult and those who wept and wailed loudly. 39 When He came in, He said to
them, "Why make this commotion and weep? The child is not dead, but

sleeping." 40 And they ridiculed Him. But when He had put them all outside, He
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took the father and the mother of the child, and those [who were] with Him, and
entered where the child was lying. 41 Then He took the child by the hand, and
said to her, "Talitha, cumi,” which is translated, "Little girl, | say to you, arise."
42 Immediately the girl arose and walked, for she was twelve years [of age]. And

they were overcome with great amazement.

Did you notice that Peter was one of the individuals that was in the room when Jesus

healed Jairus’ daughter.

He had seen Jesus send everyone else out and then pause over her bed, look down,
reach out and take her cold, lifeless hand in His and say, “Little girl, rise! = Talitha,

cumi”

Up to this point, we have seen Peter heal a lame man, we have seen him speak before
the religious rulers and Jews with boldness — but now he is in a room with a lifeless

body.

So what does Peter do — he puts his trust in the Lord and he walks by faith.

He knew that God had proven Himself utterly faithful in every step to this point and he

also knew that Jesus had told them they were to raise the dead in His hame,

So Peter followed the example of Jesus Christ — almost to a tee.

41 Then he gave her [his] hand and lifted her up; and when he had called the

saints and widows, he presented her alive. 42 And it became known throughout
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all Joppa, and many believed on the Lord. 43 So it was that he stayed many days

in Joppa with Simon, a tanner.

So just like with the miracle of Aeneas, the miracle opened the door for the gospel to

be preached and the people responded.

| had you make a note of the word tanner.

And the reason is that it gives us a glimpse to what will happen in the next chapter.

You see, Jews would not associate with tanners.

They were unclean — since they dealt with dead animals all the time.

Therefore they were despised in Jewish society.

Since Peter is staying at a tanners house shows us that his prejudices are weakening.

He’s not over them — but he continues to grow.

We will see him deal with one of those prejudices in the next chapter — and we will see

that it is going to be very hard for him to overcome.

We can all take comfort in that — that Peter wasn’t perfect!

He was used powerfully by God, but he was far from perfect.

He held on to some pretty silly things. But God used him anyway.
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We don’t have to be perfect to be used by God, but we do have to be willing to be used

and to step out in light of the faith we do have.

Let’s pray...

To Receive Christ do the following:

Admit, “| am a sinner.”

Confess and be willing to turn from your sin.

Believe, by faith that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross.

Receive, through prayer, Jesus Christ into your heart and receive eternal life.

Dear Lord Jesus,

| know that | am a sinner and need Your forgiveness. | believe that You died on the
cross for my sins. Please forgive me for my sins and cleanse me by Your blood. |
accept You by faith as my personal Lord and Savior. Give me a thirst for Your Word

and Help me to follow You all of my days. In Jesus’ name | pray, Amen.
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[Num 6:24-26 NLT] 24 'May the LORD bless you and protect you. 25 May the LORD

smile on you and be gracious to you. 26 May the LORD show you his favor and give

you his peace.’



