
1 

 

 

Bibles??? 

The Word of God is the Absolute Truth and the Final Authority 

Turn your bibles with me to 2 Kings 14 

We have been going through the kings of Judah and Israel. 

And we have been seeing God extend His grace and mercy to them – revealing 

Himself to them so that they can turn from their rebellion. 

This morning, we are going to look at two kings, one from the Southern Kingdom and 

one from the Northern Kingdom. 

One was a good king and one was a wicked king. 

One prospered and the other one suffered a humiliating defeat. 

And through both kings, God shows His tremendous mercy for His people. 

Let’s pray… 

[2Ki 14:1-29 NKJV] 1 In the second year of Joash the son of Jehoahaz, king of 

Israel, Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, became king.  

Over the past two Sundays, we have been looking at the reign of two kings. King 

Joash of Judah and King Joash of Israel, these two kings ruled over their nation at the 

same time. 
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Amaziah, whose name means, “Yahweh is mighty” – he was the son of Joash, the king 

of Judah, the baby that had been rescued from the wicked queen Athaliah, he was 

raised by his uncle (the high priest) in the temple and was made king at the age of 7 

years old. 

Now, the scriptures tell us that Joash did what was right in the sight of the LORD – as 

long as he followed the godly guidance of his uncle. 

He instituted reforms and oversaw the repairs of the House of the Lord. 

When his uncle passed away, Joash fell away from the Lord and started worshipping 

idols and even killed one of the prophets that God had sent to him. 

King Joash is wounded in battle and two of his own servants killed him while he lay in 

bed. 

So Amaziah takes over Judah now. 

2 He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned twenty-nine 

years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem. 3 And he 

did [what was] right in the sight of the LORD, yet not like his father David; he did 

everything as his father Joash had done.  

So, we see that just like his father, Amaziah is considered a good king – as he did what 

was right in the sight of the LORD – but then we have the phrase added – yet not like 

his father David. 
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You see compared to his father Joash, Amaziah followed in his footsteps. 

He was a follower of Yahweh 

He both knew and followed God’s law – we will see an example of this in the next few 

verse. 

So why does the scripture point out that he didn’t measure up to King David??? 

David was far from perfect – we looked at his life in 2 Samuel 

Here is the thing church, David is the standard by which all other kings are measured. 

He is the plumb line. 

In 2 Chronicles 25, regarding Amaziah, the scriptures tell that Amaziah did what was 

right in the sight of the LORD, but not with a loyal heart. 

He made the right motions – but lacked the right emotion. 

He did good things, but he truly didn’t have a heart that was inclined toward the Lord, 

like David’s heart was. 

We could say that King Amaziah was religious but didn’t have a relationship with God. 

4 However the high places were not taken away, and the people still sacrificed 

and burned incense on the high places.  
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While the kings of the Northern Kingdom were disobedient in continuing to allow the 

worship of the golden calves, Amaziah continued to be disobedient in allowing the high 

places / this alternate for of worship to remain in Judah. 

For the most part, they would still worship Yahweh in these high places. 

However, God had made it clear how and where His children were supposed to 

worship Him. 

It was only through sacrifices and offerings and it was only to be done in His House 

(the Temple) in Jerusalem. 

5 Now it happened, as soon as the kingdom was established in his hand, that he 

executed his servants who had murdered his father the king. 6 But the children 

of the murderers he did not execute, according to what is written in the Book of 

the Law of Moses, in which the LORD commanded, saying, "Fathers shall not be 

put to death for their children, nor shall children be put to death for their fathers; 

but a person shall be put to death for his own sin."  

When Amaziah becomes king – he avenges his father’s death and puts to death the 

two servants that killed his father. 

But notice that he spares the children of those that killed his father. 

During this time, it was the normal custom to kill the children of perpetrators – and the 

reason was for fear of retaliation. Later on, when the children were older and stronger 
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– the last thing you wanted was for them to take revenge for their father’s death and 

come after you. 

Amaziah doesn’t do this – and the scriptures point out that this is something that the 

Lord approved because Amaziah was honoring God’s word. 

He was taking a risk – but instead he chose to follow God’s law. 

7 He killed ten thousand Edomites in the Valley of Salt, and took Sela by war, and 

called its name Joktheel to this day.  

Turn with me to 2 Chronicles 25 

We are going to look a little deeper into this battle. 

[2Ch 25:5-10 NKJV] 5 Moreover Amaziah gathered Judah together and set over 

them captains of thousands and captains of hundreds, according to [their] 

fathers' houses, throughout all Judah and Benjamin; and he numbered them 

from twenty years old and above, and found them to be three hundred thousand 

choice [men, able] to go to war, who could handle spear and shield. 6 He also 

hired one hundred thousand mighty men of valor from Israel for one hundred 

talents of silver. 7 But a man of God came to him, saying, "O king, do not let the 

army of Israel go with you, for the LORD [is] not with Israel--[not with] any of the 

children of Ephraim. 8 "But if you go, be gone! Be strong in battle! [Even so], 

God shall make you fall before the enemy; for God has power to help and to 



6 

 

 

overthrow." 9 Then Amaziah said to the man of God, "But what [shall we] do 

about the hundred talents which I have given to the troops of Israel?" And the 

man of God answered, "The LORD is able to give you much more than this." 10 

So Amaziah discharged the troops that had come to him from Ephraim, to go 

back home. Therefore their anger was greatly aroused against Judah, and they 

returned home in great anger. 

The Edomites had been a thorn in the side of Judah for some time. 

Amaziah builds up an army and decides to go after them. 

The problem was that he reached out to the Northern Kingdom and hired 100,000 

mercenaries to come and fight alongside his 300,000 troops. 

Here is the thing church, Amaziah continues the error of many of the previous kings. 

He forms a partnership with a nation of idolaters. 

He is allowing his coalition to be unequally yoked. 

And the Lord sends a messenger to Amaziah who pretty much says, “If they go with 

you, the Lord is going to give you defeat – if you go to battle without them, the Lord is 

going to give you victory. 

So Amaziah has to decide whether he is going to put his trust in the Lord’s promises or 

in the number of troops that are going to go into battle. 
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So he sends the mercenaries home. 

And he puts his trust in the LORD. 

The only problem for Amaziah is that he’s already paid the mercenaries – and that 

transaction was nonrefundable. So he is out 100 talents of silver. 

The mercenaries on the other hand, they are livid. 

Because they were looking forward to the spoils of victory. That is where they true 

payout was. 

100 talents of silver divided among 100,000 men is peanuts. (less than a pound each) 

So as they return home to Israel, the mercenaries begin to raid many of the cities 

between Judah and Samaria and kill 3000 people and took their spoil from them. 

However, that is not the worst part – 

[2Ch 25:14-16 NKJV] 14 Now it was so, after Amaziah came from the slaughter of 

the Edomites, that he brought the gods of the people of Seir, set them up [to be] 

his gods, and bowed down before them and burned incense to them. 15 

Therefore the anger of the LORD was aroused against Amaziah, and He sent him 

a prophet who said to him, "Why have you sought the gods of the people, which 

could not rescue their own people from your hand?" 16 So it was, as he talked 

with him, that [the king] said to him, "Have we made you the king's counselor? 
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Cease! Why should you be killed?" Then the prophet ceased, and said, "I know 

that God has determined to destroy you, because you have done this and have 

not heeded my advice." 

Immediately after God had given Amaziah victory, Amaziah’s heart turned from the 

Lord. 

Church, I think that one of the times that we are most vulnerable is after our greatest 

victories.   

We tend let our guard down. 

Amaziah has just won an incredible battle, and now he does something 

incomprehensible and begins to worship the gods of the very people he’s just 

conquered. 

Let’s go back to 2 Kings 14 

This is after the victory over Edom. 

8 Then Amaziah sent messengers to Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz, the son of 

Jehu, king of Israel, saying, "Come, let us face one another [in battle]." 9 And 

Jehoash king of Israel sent to Amaziah king of Judah, saying, "The thistle that 

[was] in Lebanon sent to the cedar that [was] in Lebanon, saying, 'Give your 

daughter to my son as wife'; and a wild beast that [was] in Lebanon passed by 

and trampled the thistle. 10 "You have indeed defeated Edom, and your heart 
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has lifted you up. Glory [in that], and stay at home; for why should you meddle 

with trouble so that you fall--you and Judah with you?"  

Amaziah is now home – he finds out what the mercenaries (the ones that he had hired) 

had done to the country on their way back home. 

He wants payback and he challenges the King of Israel to battle. 

Jehoash responds with a parable – 

And pretty much says, Amaziah you are just a simple thorn, you better watch out or 

you are going to get trampled. Enjoy your victory and stay home. 

Amaziah, after his victory over Edom displays pride and self-confidence and it gets him 

into trouble. 

[Pro 16:18 NKJV] 18 Pride [goes] before destruction, And a haughty spirit before 

a fall. 

Church, our confidence is found in Jesus Christ and what He has done and will do in 

our life. 

I had you make a note of where Jehoash tells Amaziah – why should you meddle? 

We all know what meddle is – sticking our noses where they don’t belong. 
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That was the life of Amaziah – he began to meddle with ungodly things - the foreign 

gods after victory over Edom. And then he began to meddle in a battle that he 

shouldn’t have. 

Just like Amaziah, as believers, we should be careful of where we stick our noses. 

Because we too get involved in ungodly things and in battles that aren’t ours. 

[Pro 26:17 NKJV] 17 He who passes by [and] meddles in a quarrel not his own [Is 

like] one who takes a dog by the ears. 

[Pro 26:17 NLT] 17 Interfering in someone else's argument is as foolish as 

yanking a dog's ears. 

There is a place to get involved in the lives of others.  

It’s in helping the hurting, in reaching out to others.  

It’s in “loving your neighbor”. 

Yet even this can be turned into “meddling” if we’re not careful. 

11 But Amaziah would not heed. Therefore Jehoash king of Israel went out; so 

he and Amaziah king of Judah faced one another at Beth Shemesh, which 

[belongs] to Judah. 12 And Judah was defeated by Israel, and every man fled to 

his tent. 13 Then Jehoash king of Israel captured Amaziah king of Judah, the son 

of Jehoash, the son of Ahaziah, at Beth Shemesh; and he went to Jerusalem, and 



11 

 

 

broke down the wall of Jerusalem from the Gate of Ephraim to the Corner Gate--

four hundred cubits. 14 And he took all the gold and silver, all the articles that 

were found in the house of the LORD and in the treasuries of the king's house, 

and hostages, and returned to Samaria.  

Here we see the consequences of Amaziah’s meddling. 

He didn’t listen to Jehoash’s warning. 

And the first consequence of Amaziah’s meddling we see is that he brought disgrace to 

his people. 

Judah was defeated in battle. 

In 2 Sam 12 

When Nathan confronts David. Upon David’s confession of sin, Nathan said, “The 

LORD has forgiven you. Nevertheless, you have given great occasion to the enemies 

of the LORD to blaspheme. 

When we succumb to sin, when we meddle where we don’t belong, we bring disgrace 

to the people of God. 

Another consequence of meddling was that their defenses were broken down. 

Israel came down and destroyed a big chunk of one of their walls – meaning that they 

were now weaker to other attacks. 
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Someone might say, “ Well, I only meddle in a small sin –“  

If that small sin no longer bothers them – then that means their defense has already 

been compromised – meaning that now, this will lead to bigger sin. 

That is the problem with little sins – they never stay little. 

The third consequence of meddling – diminished worship 

What happened at the temple? 

It was plundered. 

They took all the gold, silver and vessels from the temple. 

The longer we meddle in places we don’t belong – our desire for worship diminishes 

proportionally. 

15 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoash which he did--his might, and how he 

fought with Amaziah king of Judah--[are] they not written in the book of the 

chronicles of the kings of Israel? 16 So Jehoash rested with his fathers, and was 

buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel. Then Jeroboam his son reigned in his 

place. 17 Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, lived fifteen years after the 

death of Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel. 18 Now the rest of the acts 

of Amaziah, [are] they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of 

Judah? 19 And they formed a conspiracy against him in Jerusalem, and he fled 
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to Lachish; but they sent after him to Lachish and killed him there. 20 Then they 

brought him on horses, and he was buried at Jerusalem with his fathers in the 

City of David. 21 And all the people of Judah took Azariah, who [was] sixteen 

years old, and made him king instead of his father Amaziah. 22 He built Elath and 

restored it to Judah, after the king rested with his fathers. 

Amaziah, after suffering the humiliating defeat at the hands of Israel – an unprovoked 

war that should have never happened – 

The people turn against their king and he flees to Lachish where he is killed. 

By the way, Lachish was the first city in Judah that embraced idolatry. 

23 In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, Jeroboam 

the son of Joash, king of Israel, became king in Samaria, [and reigned] forty-one 

years. 24 And he did evil in the sight of the LORD; he did not depart from all the 

sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin. 25 He restored the 

territory of Israel from the entrance of Hamath to the Sea of the Arabah, 

according to the word of the LORD God of Israel, which He had spoken through 

His servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet who [was] from Gath Hepher.  

So, now we go back up to the Northern Kingdom. 

The new King is Jeroboam II – this is a different Jeroboam than the one we have seen 

in scriptures. 
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As we just read, he was an evil king – just like the rest of the kings of the Northern 

Kingdom. 

And during his 40 year reign, the Lord raised four prophets to speak against Israel 

Jonah, Hosea, Joel and Micah  

Here in verse 25, we have the mention of the prophet Jonah – 

This is the same Jonah that got swallowed up by the great fish that God created. 

Now, historians believe after the great fish puked Jonah out and he went to Nineveh, 

he returned to Israel and told Jeroboam that since the Assyrians were preoccupied 

with their spiritual revival, now was the time to return Israel’s borders to their previous 

extent under the reigns of David & Solomon. 

And Jeroboam was able to accomplish that feat. 

26 For the LORD saw [that] the affliction of Israel [was] very bitter; and whether 

bond or free, there was no helper for Israel. 27 And the LORD did not say that He 

would blot out the name of Israel from under heaven; but He saved them by the 

hand of Jeroboam the son of Joash. 28 Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, 

and all that he did--his might, how he made war, and how he recaptured for 

Israel, from Damascus and Hamath, [what had belonged] to Judah--[are] they not 

written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 29 So Jeroboam 



15 

 

 

rested with his fathers, the kings of Israel. Then Zechariah his son reigned in his 

place. 

The Lord saw the affliction of Israel – what was the reason for Israel’s affliction? Their 

own rebellion.  

They turned their back on God and worshipped pagan idols. 

Yet God saw it. 

He still cared about them. 

And He continued to make a way out for them. 

 

Jeroboam was a wicked king – but Israel became strong and prosperous during his 

reign. 

• Even though he was a wicked king… 

• Even though Israel didn’t deserve it… 

• Even though Israel wasn’t interested in God… 

He was still motivated by mercy and He stepped in and saved the day. 
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Why does God allow someone who is wicked – someone who doesn’t love Him get all 

the breaks???? 

I am pretty sure we have asked ourselves that time after time. 

Turn with me to Psalm 73 – 

Because we are going to meet an individual who had the same question – 

Azaph 

[Psa 73:1-3 NKJV] 1 A Psalm of Asaph. Truly God [is] good to Israel, To such as 

are pure in heart. 2 But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled; My steps had 

nearly slipped. 3 For I [was] envious of the boastful, When I saw the prosperity of 

the wicked. 

So Asaph spends a good portion of the psalm complaining about how it seemed that 

the wicked were prospering – 

Everything changes once we get to verse 17 

[Psa 73:17, 23-24 NKJV] 17 Until I went into the sanctuary of God; [Then] I 

understood their end. ...  

 

23 Nevertheless I [am] continually with You; You hold [me] by my right hand. 24 

You will guide me with Your counsel, And afterward receive me [to] glory. 
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Church, the success of Jereboam back then and the Jereboam’s of today is short lives. 

However, ours is eternal.  

Let’s pray… 

 

To Receive Christ do the following: 

 

Admit, “I am a sinner.” 

Confess and be willing to turn from your sin. 

Believe, by faith that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross. 

Receive, through prayer, Jesus Christ into your heart and receive eternal life. 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, 

I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness. I believe that You died on the 

cross for my sins. Please forgive me for my sins and cleanse me by Your blood. I 

accept You by faith as my personal Lord and Savior. Give me a thirst for Your Word 

and Help me to follow You all of my days. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 
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[Num 6:24-26 NLT] 24 'May the LORD bless you and protect you. 25 May the LORD 

smile on you and be gracious to you. 26 May the LORD show you his favor and give 

you his peace.' 


