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Bibles??? 

The Word of God is the Absolute Truth and the Final Authority 

Let’s pray… 

[Gal 4:21-31 NKJV] 21 Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not 

hear the law? 22 For it is written that Abraham had two sons: the one by a 

bondwoman, the other by a freewoman. 23 But he [who was] of the bondwoman 

was born according to the flesh, and he of the freewoman through promise, 24 

which things are symbolic. For these are the two covenants: the one from Mount 

Sinai which gives birth to bondage, which is Hagar-- 25 for this Hagar is Mount 

Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage 

with her children-- 26 but the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us 

all. 27 For it is written: "Rejoice, O barren, [You] who do not bear! Break forth 

and shout, You who are not in labor! For the desolate has many more children 

Than she who has a husband." 28 Now we, brethren, as Isaac [was], are children 

of promise. 29 But, as he who was born according to the flesh then persecuted 

him [who was born] according to the Spirit, even so [it is] now. 30 Nevertheless 

what does the Scripture say? "Cast out the bondwoman and her son, for the son 

of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman." 31 So then, 

brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman but of the free. 
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[Gal 5:1-6 NKJV] 1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made 

us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage. 2 Indeed I, Paul, 

say to you that if you become circumcised, Christ will profit you nothing. 3 And I 

testify again to every man who becomes circumcised that he is a debtor to keep 

the whole law. 4 You have become estranged from Christ, you who [attempt to] 

be justified by law; you have fallen from grace. 5 For we through the Spirit 

eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither 

circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working through love. 

Once again, the background to the book of Galatians is that Paul is writing to a group 

of churches that he founded in the Galatia region, who had embraced grace initially, 

while he was there – but then started to abandon grace and began adopting the rules 

and regulations of the Jewish religion. 

And they did this because these Judaizers / these legalist had infiltrated the church 

and started to preach these things among them – that in order to be truly saved and 

mature spiritually – they first had to be a Jew. 

So for the past few weeks, we have seen Paul give a defense of the gospel of grace. 

In the same way a lawyer presents his or her case in a courtroom. 

He has packaged together scripture and numerous illustrations to point out that 

salvation is indeed by faith and not by works. 
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And here at the end of chapter four, he is going to wrap up his defense by presenting 

his closing arguments. 

Let’s examine our text – 

[Gal 4:21 NKJV] 21 Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not hear 

the law? 

Paul still can’t believe that some in the church had decided to abandon grace. 

He is perplexed as to why these people have gotten sucked up in legalism. 

Remember at the end of verse 20, he tells them that he wished he could be there with 

them and speak in a different tone with them – he wished he could speak to them 

about other matters – but he couldn’t because he had to address what was going on in 

the church. 

It is not that Paul was being nitpicky about them being legalist – he loved them and 

cared about their eternal salvation. 

Here he is speaking to those in the church who had decided to already embrace the 

law. 

“You’re going to go back to all of that?  

You who want to be under the law, do you listen to the law?  

Do you actually know what the law says?  
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Are you sure you want to go back under it?” 

You see, Paul had already made the argument to them in chapter three that living 

under the law would bring a curse – because they had to adhere to the entire thing. 

And once again, he reminds them of it – “You are putting yourself in an impossible 

situation because you cannot keep they law perfectly – it is impossible.” 

What benefit is it for you to return to the law??? 

Now, let’s compare living under the law to living under the grace of God. 

Because that is what some in the region of Galatia were in the process of doing. 

Under the law - it is what you do for God that makes you right before Him.  

Under the grace of God, it is what God has done for us in Jesus Christ that makes us 

right before Him.  

Under the law the focus is on my performance. How well do I adhere to the rules. And 

this is why some people turn to being under the law because they can complement 

themselves because they keep the rules better than others do. 

Under the grace of God, the focus is on who Jesus is and what He has done.  

Under the law we find fig leaves to cover our nakedness. I pointed last week how 

Adam and Eve were the first legalist and one of the first things they do is the cover 

themselves up. 
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Under the grace of God we receive the covering won through the sacrifice that God 

provides. 

And from the beginning, that is what God has shown as His sacrifice, in the garden of 

Eden, provided tunics for Adam and Eve – that was Him displaying grace. 

And then His ultimate sacrifice, Jesus Christ, covered us in righteousness so that we 

might have an intimate relationship with Him. 

 Those that were returning to the law in Galatia – were not yet seeing the big picture. 

So Paul uses one more illustration from the Old Testament to make his point. 

He goes back to Abraham – 

[Gal 4:22 NKJV] 22 For it is written that Abraham had two sons: the one by a 

bondwoman, the other by a freewoman. 

These Judaizers prided themselves in being sons of Abraham.  

That is why they insisted that these gentile Christians convert to Judaism and abide by 

the rules and traditions of the Jews. 

So that they can have a physical connection to Abraham. 

So, Paul says – “You guys are indeed sons of Abraham, you do have a physical 

connection to him. But does it come through Ishmael or through Isaac” 

Which one are you more like? Are you more like Isaac or more like Ishmael? 
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What is the difference between the two sons? 

Different mothers: 

Isaac’s mother was a free woman -Sarah 

Ishmael’s mother was a slave girl – Hagar 

[Gal 4:23 NKJV] 23 But he [who was] of the bondwoman was born according to 

the flesh, and he of the freewoman through promise, 

In the Genesis 12, God gives Abram a promise – a promise that He would make him a 

great nation.  

That He would bless him and make the name of Abram great.  

10 years come to pass – Abram is 85 years old now and no kids. 

In chapter 15, Abram is still bummed out that he has no children. 

When is God going to fulfill His promise??? 

And God reminds Abram again of His promise. 

You see, God's intention was to give Abraham a son and an heir when it looked 

humanly impossible so that Abraham would have to rely solely on God. 

However, in chapter 16 Abraham and Sarah decide to help out God. 

Turn with me to Genesis 16, 
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[Gen 16:1-4 NKJV] 1 Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no [children]. And 

she had an Egyptian maidservant whose name was Hagar. 2 So Sarai said to 

Abram, "See now, the LORD has restrained me from bearing [children]. Please, 

go in to my maid; perhaps I shall obtain children by her." And Abram heeded the 

voice of Sarai. 3 Then Sarai, Abram's wife, took Hagar her maid, the Egyptian, 

and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife, after Abram had dwelt ten 

years in the land of Canaan. 4 So he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And 

when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress became despised in her 

eyes. 

So when Paul says in Galatians 4:23 that Ishmael was born "according to the flesh," it 

means that he was the product of self-reliance.  

Abraham ceased to rely on God's power to fulfill His word and instead relied on his 

own power and ingenuity to get a son. 

Fourteen years after Ishmael guess what happens?? 

God fulfills His promise. 

[Gen 21:1 NKJV] 1 And the LORD visited Sarah as He had said, and the LORD did 

for Sarah as He had spoken. 

Isaac was not born according to the flesh because his birth was the result of God's 

supernatural intervention in fulfillment of his own promise.  
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Abraham had learned his lesson: the only acceptable response to God's merciful 

promise is trust in that promise, not works of the flesh that try to bring down God's 

blessing with our efforts. 

Now beginning here in verse 24, Paul is going to show how the Old Covenant of trying 

to earn God's favor through works (legalism), which is the Law is parallel with Hagar 

and Ishmael. 

The New Covenant, which is salvation by grace through Jesus Christ, is the parallel of 

Sarah and Isaac. 

[Gal 4:24-27 NKJV] 24 which things are symbolic. For these are the two 

covenants: the one from Mount Sinai which gives birth to bondage, which is 

Hagar-- 25 for this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem 

which now is, and is in bondage with her children-- 26 but the Jerusalem above 

is free, which is the mother of us all. 27 For it is written: "Rejoice, O barren, [You] 

who do not bear! Break forth and shout, You who are not in labor! For the 

desolate has many more children Than she who has a husband." 

I asked you to make a note of Mount Sinai. What happened at Mt. Sinai? 

Mount Sinai was where Moses received the ten commandments from God. 

It was where God wrote up a "contract", or, "covenant" of works with the people 

through the keeping of the Law. 
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And when God gave the Children of Israel the covenant, instead of humbling 

themselves and trusting God for help to obey his commands, Israel said, "All the words 

which the Lord has spoken we will do" (Exodus 24:3; Deuteronomy 5:27). But they did 

not have hearts inclined to trust in God (Hebrews 4:2) or truly depend on him. 

Paul is saying that this attempt at keeping the Law is just like what happened to 

Abraham with Hagar. 

How are they similar? 

All that Abraham and Hagar produced on their own was a son who would not be the 

heir.  

All that Israel produced when they tried to keep the law on their own was a legalism 

which would inherit nothing. 

Another similarity is that since Ishmael was not accepted as an heir, he was no better 

than his mother, a slave.  

And when the Israelites took the law upon themselves without trusting God for gracious 

enablement, they become slaves because they were incapable of law and it also 

excluded them from the inheritance. 

In verse 26, Paul speaks about the Jerusalem above – this is God’s own New 

Jerusalem in heaven. 
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This is where the other covenant is associated with. 

This covenant has many children; it is the mother of us all.  

Every Christian through the centuries belongs to this new covenant, the covenant of 

the heavenly Jerusalem.  

Sarah represents that city because she gave birth to Isaac not by reliance on herself 

but by an act of God from above in fulfillment of his promise. 

This argument is a directed at the Judaizers. 

What Paul is telling the churches in Galatia is – don’t follow these false teachers – they 

may show you how to become sons of Abraham, but beware!!! 

If you listen to them and return to legalism, you will become an Ishmael and not an 

Isaac. 

[Gal 4:28-29 NKJV] 28 Now we, brethren, as Isaac [was], are children of promise. 

29 But, as he who was born according to the flesh then persecuted him [who 

was born] according to the Spirit, even so [it is] now. 

Paul is saying verse 28 that as Christians, we identify with Isaac and not Ishmael. 

We identify as a child of promise that was received by faith. 

We’re in the line of Isaac, children of promise.  
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We’ve been born by miracle.  

We’ve been saved by grace. Sovereign grace.  

Not by any work that we did; we didn’t work it out our own way like Sarah instructed 

Abraham to do with Hagar. We didn’t try to help out God. 

In verse 29, Paul draws another parallel between the Old Testament and what was 

happening in the church, persecution. 

In Genesis 21, a few years after the birth of Isaac, Abraham throws a party for Isaac. 

And it is there that the scriptures tell us that Ishmael scoffed at Isaac. 

In the same way, these Judaizers are persecuting those who are preaching the truth of 

grace, just like Paul. 

[Gal 4:30 NKJV] 30 Nevertheless what does the Scripture say? "Cast out the 

bondwoman and her son, for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with 

the son of the freewoman." 

Because Sarah saw Ishmael scoffing at Isaac, Sarah tells Abraham that he had to get 

rid of Hagar and her son. 

Both of them could no longer live in the same house anymore. 

In the same way, grace and the law cannot live together as a principle for our Christian 

lives. 
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We as believers must send away the idea of relating to God on the principle of law, the 

principle of what we do for Him instead of what He has done for us in Jesus Christ. 

We must remember that we are heirs through the principle of grace, not works. 

Look at the last portion of verse 30 states, for the son of the bondwoman shall not be 

heir with the son of the freewoman. 

The Ishmael type, the Judaizers will not inherit the blessing of Abraham. Only the Isaac 

types will.  

[Gal 4:31 NKJV] 31 So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman but 

of the free. 

The Ishmael type, the legalist cannot be free because they lack the desire to rest in 

God’s promises. 

It is not that they desire to reject God – the Judaizers that were going into the region in 

Galatia had no intention of rejecting God. 

They simply want Him on their own terms. 

But the Isaac type, the sons of the promise, the believer – we have been set free, not 

by trying to earn our way into heaven but by Jesus Christ. 

[Gal 5:1 NKJV] 1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us 

free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage. 
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I asked you guys to make a note of the word liberty – because there are some people 

that see this verse and then proclaim that the verse allows us to do whatever our 

hearts desire. 

That is not the liberty that Paul is speaking about here. 

The liberty that is spoken of here is our freedom from the tyranny of having to earn our 

own way to God,  

the freedom from sin,  

the freedom from guilt and condemnation,  

freedom from the penalty and the power of sin and eventually freedom from the 

presence of sin. 

Jesus Christ paid the price for our redemption / for that freedom. 

And Paul wants to make sure that those in Galatia do not abandon that freedom and 

return to being enslaved by the law. 

I also asked you to make a note of the word yoke. 

We all know what a yoke is? 

It is a wooden beam that is placed upon two animals to pull loads or work. 

It can be used to plow fields or pull carts. 
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There is the yoke of legalism that Paul speaks of here in verse one.  

Peter speaks about a similar yoke in the book of Acts. 

Turn with me to Acts 15, 

At the Jerusalem council, some were arguing about the same thing that is going on 

here in the region of Galatia – should men be forced to get circumcised? 

 [Act 15:10 NKJV] 10 "Now therefore, why do you test God by putting a yoke on 

the neck of the disciples which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? 

What Peter was saying here is that Jews themselves were not able to justify 

themselves before God by the law, so they shouldn’t put that heavy, burdensome yoke 

on the Gentiles. 

And Pail is saying that going back to legalism is in fact putting on that yoke again and 

return to the bondage of trying to follow the law. 

Speaking of yokes – there are other yokes that we sometimes allow ourselves to be 

attached to. 

There is a yoke of a grudge 

There is a yoke of sin 

There is a yoke of resentment 
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And the main characteristics of these different types of yokes are that they are 

extremely heavy. They are burdensome.  

They only cause us to worry and to be anxious and lose sleep. 

But there is still another yoke and that is the yoke of Jesus Christ. 

Turn to Matthew 11, 

[Mat 11:29-30 NKJV] 29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am 

gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 "For My yoke 

[is] easy and My burden is light." 

Sometimes all we have to do is remove that heavy yoke and attach ourselves to our 

Savior’s yoke. 

[Gal 5:2-4 NKJV] 2 Indeed I, Paul, say to you that if you become circumcised, 

Christ will profit you nothing. 3 And I testify again to every man who becomes 

circumcised that he is a debtor to keep the whole law. 4 You have become 

estranged from Christ, you who [attempt to] be justified by law; you have fallen 

from grace. 

This is a pretty heavy statement from Paul! 

If they choose to be circumcised under these circumstances, then it shows that the 

Galatians are trusting in the Law of Moses for salvation, and not just Jesus. 
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It is important to understand that salvation is not based on Jesus plus something else. 

Salvation is based on Jesus only. 

And by becoming circumcised and following the law, they had to remember that they 

would be subject to the entire law. 

I asked you to make a note of where Paul states you have fallen from grace - to 

choose legalism is to relinquish grace as the principle by which one desires to be 

related to God.” 

A better translation would have been you have fallen out of grace – as they have 

chosen to fall into legalism. 

[Gal 5:5-6 NKJV] 5 For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of 

righteousness by faith. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 

uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working through love. 

Those of us as Believers, trusting in Jesus, are eagerly waiting for the day when we'll 

receive the reward of the righteousness that Jesus has already given to each of us. 

Amen. 

Just as Abraham and Sarah had to learn to wait for God's promised child, Isaac, and to 

wait for God to do it, so we simply wait for God to do work and one day bring us to 

heaven as the reward for all the work that He's done for us. 
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I had you make a note of the last portion of verse 6, because this is what separated the 

legalist from those that adhere to the gospel of grace. 

The legalist does things because it is on the list. 

They may do thing grudgingly but as long as it is done they can put a check mark next 

to it. 

We respond to God’s grace in faith working through love. 

Two things that are absent in the life of the legalist. Faith and love. 

Let’s pray… 

 


