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Bibles??? 

The Word of God is the Absolute Truth and the Final Authority 

Turn with me to 2 Kings 6 – 

As we have been going through the book of 2 Kings, we have been looking at the 

ministry of Elisha – the prophet of grace. 

The miracles that he performed, his prayer life, the grace that he extended not only to 

God’s people but to pagans as well – all reveal God’s character and all point to Jesus 

Christ. 

But here is a sad truth church –  

God reveals Himself in word and deed, yet not everyone responds in faith and 

repentance. 

Just like today. 

This morning, we are going to see the consequences of having a rebellious heart when 

responding to God’s grace. 

Let’s pray… 

[2Ki 6:8-33 NKJV] 8 Now the king of Syria was making war against Israel; and he 

consulted with his servants, saying, "My camp [will be] in such and such a 

place." 9 And the man of God sent to the king of Israel, saying, "Beware that you 
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do not pass this place, for the Syrians are coming down there." 10 Then the king 

of Israel sent [someone] to the place of which the man of God had told him. Thus 

he warned him, and he was watchful there, not just once or twice.  

I asked you to make a note of the King of Syria – why is that important? 

Because not only was Syria – Israel’s enemy. They were also a pagan nation – they 

worshipped other gods. 

And one of the things we learned two weeks ago when we studied how Naaman’s 

leprosy was healed by God – was that God had already extended His grace and 

blessings upon the Syrians. 

Turn the page to the left and look at verse one in chapter 5 

[2Ki 5:1 NKJV] 1 Now Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was 

a great and honorable man in the eyes of his master, because by him the LORD 

had given victory to Syria. He was also a mighty man of valor, [but] a leper. 

Did you catch that? 

Another nation, one who worships other gods, is given victory – not by the power of 

their gods. But by the power of the One True God. Yahweh. 

Not only had God given them victory, He also physically and spiritually healed their 

great commander, Naaman in the process. 
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“Indeed, now I know that there is no God in all the earth, except in Israel 

So how does the King of Syria respond to God’s grace? 

He begins to plot and attack Israel. 

He rebels against God’s people. 

So what is God going to do? 

He is going to humiliate the king of Syria. 

He is going to humble him. 

Church, we need to remember that God humbles us so that He might save us and use 

us for His glory. 

God had to humble Naaman – in order to save him. Go down and wash yourself in the 

muddy Jordan. 

So the king here will have a choice to either respond like Naaman did to his humiliation 

or respond negatively – just like Pharaoh. 

How was he humiliated? by God revealing to Elisha all of his battle plans and then 

Elisha told the King of Israel. 

So we see God delivering His people from the attacks of the enemy. 
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Now, the king of Israel shows his rebellious heart/disbelief here also as he sends 

people to verify the information that Elisha has told him. 

And in spite of the King of Israel’s unbelief, God continues to provide him, through 

Elisha the location where the king if Syria is planning his next attack. 

So, we see God’s faithfulness here as well. 

11 Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was greatly troubled by this thing; and 

he called his servants and said to them, "Will you not show me which of us [is] 

for the king of Israel?" 12 And one of his servants said, "None, my lord, O king; 

but Elisha, the prophet who [is] in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that 

you speak in your bedroom."  

The King of Syria begins to think that there is a mole or spy among his men. 

“Someone is telling the King of Israel all of our positions.” 

And on the king servants tells him that it is Elisha. 

In order to understand the phrase, the words that you speak in your bedroom. 

We have to remember that when armies would camp put, the king’s tent would be right 

in the middle – it was the most heavily guarded place in the entire camp. 

And the king’s bedroom would be the most secure place within his tent –  
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But God sees, hears and knows everything – we fool ourselves into thinking that 

nobody knows what we do in secret. 

God knows. 

[Psa 139:2 NKJV] 2 You know my sitting down and my rising up; You understand 

my thought afar off. 

13 So he said, "Go and see where he [is], that I may send and get him." And it 

was told him, saying, "Surely [he is] in Dothan." 14 Therefore he sent horses and 

chariots and a great army there, and they came by night and surrounded the 

city.15 And when the servant of the man of God arose early and went out, there 

was an army, surrounding the city with horses and chariots. And his servant 

said to him, "Alas, my master! What shall we do?"  

The king of Syria sends an entire army to capture Elisha. 

Elisha’s servant – he sees the army surrounding them – he starts to panic. 

There is no way of escape. 

In his eyes, they are either going to be captured or they are going to be killed. 

This reminds me of an event in the ministry of Jesus – when He gets into a boat with 

His disciples. 
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And a wind storm hits – the waves start slamming the boat and filling it with water – the 

disciples are panicking – “we are going to die” and what was Jesus doing, sleeping. 

They wake Him up and He calms the storm and Jesus said, “Where is your faith?” 

The disciples panicked despite being in the presence of Jesus 

Elisha’s servant panicked despite being in the presence of the one who points to 

Jesus. 

And there will be times when we will panic/ become afraid as well – because we have 

to remember that our faith is imperfect. 

16 So he answered, "Do not fear, for those who [are] with us [are] more than 

those who [are] with them." 17 And Elisha prayed, and said, "LORD, I pray, open 

his eyes that he may see." Then the LORD opened the eyes of the young man, 

and he saw. And behold, the mountain [was] full of horses and chariots of fire all 

around Elisha.  

The first thing Elisha does – he comforts his servant. 

“Do not be afraid – we outnumber them” 

What do you mean, we out number them Elisha – it’s just you and me. 

And then Elisha prays that his servant’s eyes may be open. 

You see church, Elisha’s servant had a vision problem. 
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He saw the Syrian army surrounding the city 

He saw their chariots 

He saw their horses. 

However, he was only able to see the physical and not the spiritual. 

He was only able to see the problem – and not the solution. 

And church, God is the only one who is able to open our spiritual eyes. 

And we see that when God opens up his spiritual eyes – Elisha’s servant was able to 

see the massive army of Heavenly bodies that was a greater army than the physical 

one surrounding the city. 

Church, we tend to focus so much on the physical realm – that we lose sight of the 

spiritual realm. 

And the reason we do this is because the physical realm is what grabs our attention. 

We have to train ourselves to see the spiritual realm and not just the physical realm. 

That was one of the messages that Paul gave to the early church. 

Turn with me to 2 Corinthians 4, 

[2Co 4:16-18 NKJV] 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward 

man is perishing, yet the inward [man] is being renewed day by day. 17 For our 



8 

 

 

light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding 

[and] eternal weight of glory, 18 while we do not look at the things which are 

seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen [are] 

temporary, but the things which are not seen [are] eternal. 

Focusing on the physical realm (the problem) only produces discouragement. 

And then we start to panic. 

And the longer we focus upon our problem – the bigger it gets. 

Until it becomes so big – that we don’t see God anymore. 

They become so big that they block out the faithfulness of God. Why? 

Because all we have done is focus on the problem. 

All we have done is focus on the army around us and overlooked the Heavenly Army 

just behind them. 

[1Jo 4:4 NKJV] 4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, 

because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 

[Rom 8:31 NKJV] 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God [is] for us, 

who [can be] against us? 

So as Elisha’s servant’s eyes are open – not only does he see the army – he sees and 

embraces the reality of God’s unseen protection. 
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18 So when [the Syrians] came down to him, Elisha prayed to the LORD, and 

said, "Strike this people, I pray, with blindness." And He struck them with 

blindness according to the word of Elisha.  

So Elisha first prays for God to open the spiritual eyes of his servant and then he prays 

to blind the Syrian army. 

The word that is used here for blindness – is only used one other time in the bible – 

and it used when God blinded the Sodomites that were trying to get into Lot’s house 

(Genesis 19) 

19 Now Elisha said to them, "This [is] not the way, nor [is] this the city. Follow 

me, and I will bring you to the man whom you seek." But he led them to Samaria.  

Elisha takes the entire Syrian army on a 10 mile hike to Samaria. 

The significance of Samaria is that this is the capital of the Northern Kingdom – Israel. 

Where there will be plenty of Jewish forces. 

20 So it was, when they had come to Samaria, that Elisha said, "LORD, open the 

eyes of these [men], that they may see." And the LORD opened their eyes, and 

they saw; and there [they were], inside Samaria! 21 Now when the king of Israel 

saw them, he said to Elisha, "My father, shall I kill [them]? Shall I kill [them]?" 22 

But he answered, "You shall not kill [them]. Would you kill those whom you have 

taken captive with your sword and your bow? Set food and water before them, 
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that they may eat and drink and go to their master." 23 Then he prepared a great 

feast for them; and after they ate and drank, he sent them away and they went to 

their master. So the bands of Syrian [raiders] came no more into the land of 

Israel.  

Elisha prays again – this time for the eyes of the Syrian army to be opened. 

The King of Israel, in his lack of discernment – wants to kill them – even though 

prisoners of war during this time were usually captured and used as slaves. 

 Elisha tells him that not only is he not going to kill them – he is going to feed them and 

then send them back home to the King of Syria. 

Why would Elisha have them fed and sent back home? 

It all goes back to God humbling the king. 

Because by God extending mercy to him, in this humiliation, he would find hope. 

Because the same God that protected Elisha and his servant, the same God that 

protected Israel would have also protected the King of Syria if he sought refuge in Him. 

24 And it happened after this that Ben-Hadad king of Syria gathered all his army, 

and went up and besieged Samaria. 25 And there was a great famine in Samaria; 

and indeed they besieged it until a donkey's head was [sold] for eighty [shekels] 

of silver, and one-fourth of a kab of dove droppings for five [shekels] of silver.  
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So here we have a response to God’s grace and mercy. 

The king of Syria decides to attack Israel once again. 

And just like in the previous event, his troops surround a city – the capital. 

This is usually the way an army attacked another army – they wouldn’t allow food to 

come in and they would simply wait until they got really hungry and surrendered. 

And because of the lack of food – prices have sky rocketed, 

A donkey head – there is not much meat in a donkey head – and it is also unclean – 

the Jews were forbidden to eat it. 

And then pigeon poop was also available. 

26 Then, as the king of Israel was passing by on the wall, a woman cried out to 

him, saying, "Help, my lord, O king!" 27 And he said, "If the LORD does not help 

you, where can I find help for you? From the threshing floor or from the 

winepress?" 28 Then the king said to her, "What is troubling you?" And she 

answered, "This woman said to me, 'Give your son, that we may eat him today, 

and we will eat my son tomorrow.' 29 "So we boiled my son, and ate him. And I 

said to her on the next day, 'Give your son, that we may eat him'; but she has 

hidden her son."  

Turn with me to the book of Leviticus 26 
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God gave a warning to His people – if they obeyed His statutes – He would bless 

them. 

If they went after other gods – there would be consequences. 

Look at verse 27 

[Lev 26:27-30 NKJV] 27 ‘And after all this, if you do not obey Me, but walk 

contrary to Me, 28 then I also will walk contrary to you in fury; and I, even I, will 

chastise you seven times for your sins. 29 You shall eat the flesh of your sons, 

and you shall eat the flesh of your daughters. 30 I will destroy your high places, 

cut down your incense altars, and cast your carcasses on the lifeless forms of 

your idols; and My soul shall abhor you. 

Israel – like I have mentioned before – all of their kings did evil in the sight of the Lord. 

They were still worshipping Baal –  

They were still worshipping other gods and at the same time rejecting the One True 

God. 

This was the consequences of turning away from God.  

By the way – notice the lack of morality in the one complaining woman – despite the 

fact that she along with the other woman ate her son – she is complaining that the 

other woman failed to provide her son to eat. 
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30 Now it happened, when the king heard the words of the woman, that he tore 

his clothes; and as he passed by on the wall, the people looked, and there 

underneath [he had] sackcloth on his body. 31 Then he said, "God do so to me 

and more also, if the head of Elisha the son of Shaphat remains on him today!"  

Just as Elijah had announced a drought in the days of Ahab, Elisha had warned this 

siege was God’s discipline for Israel’s idolatry. 

But instead of putting away their idols, which is what true repentance would have done, 

Jehoram put on some burlap & blamed Elisha for their distress. 

And just like his father before him – he felt that his problems would go away if he got 

rid of Elisha. 

The King of Israel is showing false repentance –  

He was sad about the conditions – he was going through the motions – but he was not 

sincere in his repentance. 

How do we know he wasn’t being sincere – because of what he does next -  

32 But Elisha was sitting in his house, and the elders were sitting with him. And 

[the king] sent a man ahead of him, but before the messenger came to him, he 

said to the elders, "Do you see how this son of a murderer has sent someone to 

take away my head? Look, when the messenger comes, shut the door, and hold 

him fast at the door. [Is] not the sound of his master's feet behind him?" 33 And 
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while he was still talking with them, there was the messenger, coming down to 

him; and then [the king] said, "Surely this calamity [is] from the LORD; why 

should I wait for the LORD any longer?" 

He wanted to kill Elisha. 

And when he stands before Elisha – he admits that his anger was not against Elisha – 

it was against the Lord. 

Though the king of Israel blamed the LORD for the calamity that came upon Israel and 

Samaria, God still had a word for the king and the nation – and it was a good word. 

And we will see this next week. 

Turn with me to 1 Sam 7 

I want to end with this. 

Earlier I mentioned the dangers of only focusing on the physical realm and by focusing 

on them, we would lose sight of God’s faithfulness in our lives. 

[1Sa 7:12 NKJV] 12 Then Samuel took a stone and set [it] up between Mizpah and 

Shen, and called its name Ebenezer, saying, "Thus far the LORD has helped us." 

The name Ebenezer – means Stone of Help 

And the point of Samuel laying the stone there was so that he may recall God’s 

faithfulness. 
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Every time he traveled between Mizphah and Shen, he would see the stone of help 

and be reminded of God’s faithfulness. 

We need our own Ebenzer’s church 

And I urge you to set up those memorial stones to remind you that God is faithful. 

And when someone comes up to us in a panic about things going on in their life – I 

pray that we may be like Elisha and tell them to fear not and pray that the Lord will 

open their spiritual eyes so that they may see the reality of God’s unseen protection. 

Amen   

 

Let’s pray… 

 

To Receive Christ do the following: 

Admit, “I am a sinner.” 

Confess and be willing to turn from your sin. 

Believe, by faith that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross. 

Receive, through prayer, Jesus Christ into your heart and receive eternal life. 

Dear Lord Jesus, 
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I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness. I believe that You died on the cross for my sins. 

Please forgive me for my sins and cleanse me by Your blood. I accept You by faith as my personal 

Lord and Savior. Give me a thirst for Your Word and Help me to follow You all of my days. In Jesus’ 

name I pray, Amen. 

 

[Num 6:24-26 NKJV] 24 "The LORD bless you and keep you; 25 The LORD make His face shine 

upon you, And be gracious to you; 26 The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, And give you 

peace." ' 


