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Bibles??? 

The Word of God is the Absolute Truth and the Final Authority 

Turn your bibles with me to the book of Acts 14 

Let’s pray… 

[Act 14:8-28 NKJV] 8 And in Lystra a certain man without strength in his feet was 

sitting, a cripple from his mother's womb, who had never walked. 9 [This] man 

heard Paul speaking. Paul, observing him intently and seeing that he had faith to 

be healed, 10 said with a loud voice, "Stand up straight on your feet!" And he 

leaped and walked.  

For the last couple of weeks, we have seen Dr. Luke provide us with some of the 

details of Paul first missionary journey through Asia – most specifically through modern 

day Turkey - where he and Barnabas have shared the good news of God’s love and 

grace. 

And up to this point, they have followed a pattern as the Holy Spirit has led them to a 

new city. 

And the first place they would go to share was at the local synagogue. 
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After the OT were read, as educated Jewish visitors, they would be allowed to expound 

on the scriptures that had been read – and when they would get up, they would of 

course, teach how the OT scriptures point to Jesus Christ. 

Now, the response to the message has also been consistent in every city. 

Many of the God fearing Gentiles who attended the synagogue services came to faith 

in Jesus Christ – as well as some of the Jews. 

However, the majority of Jews resisted the message and became hostile toward Paul 

and Barnabas – eventually running them out of town. 

We saw this last week (at the end of ch13) in Antioch of Pisidia and in Iconium (the first 

portion of Ch 14) 

Here in verse 8, they arrive in Lystra – but notice that the scriptures don’t mention that 

they went to the synagogue – 

And the reason is that there had to be a certain amount of male Jews living in a city so 

that they would be able to have a synagogue – 

So Lystra has no synagogue –  

But it doesn’t stop Paul and Barnabas –  

Lystra was a Roman colony –  

And being a Roman colony, it had a public square or a public forum. 
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This is where people would get their news from Rome and those that governed them. 

However, they would also allow Roman citizens to make public announcements. 

Paul, being a Roman citizen – he gets up there and he starts sharing the gospel to 

those that were gathered around the square. 

One of the individuals that was there listening to Paul speak was this crippled man. 

Now, Luke, being a doctor, makes it very clear how crippled he was. 

 He had no strength in his feet 

 He had been crippled from birth 

 He had never walked 

So this crippled man hears Paul preach the Gospel & teach on the life & work of 

Christ, he heard great words of hope. 

He heard how Jesus had healed the weak and the sick – and the more that he heard 

Paul speak, the more his faith grew. 

And the Holy Spirit points this crippled man to Paul. 

I had you make a note that Paul observed him intently – this is the same word that 

Luke used to describe Peter back in Acts 3, when he encountered the lame man at the 

temple gate – back then Peter told the lame man, “Silver and gold I do not have, but 

what I do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk. 
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And he grabbed his hand and lifted him up and he began to dance around praising 

God. 

Here Paul commands him to stand – and he did. He started to jump around and walk – 

just like the lame man from ch 3. 

Now, I don’t want you to miss in verse 9 where Luke says that Paul was able to see 

that the crippled man had faith to be healed. 

Now, God could have given Paul discernment to see this faith – or it could have been 

that the crippled man countenance / his facial expressions were clearly evident as he 

responded to the gospel. 

Faith in Jesus Christ had transformed this man’s countenance so that hope shone 

where it had not been before. 

Which bring me to this next question – 

What does our own countenance convey about our faith? 

The joy and faith that our faith in Jesus Christ brings – it ought to mark us in everything 

we do. It ought to be clearly evident to those around us. 

11 Now when the people saw what Paul had done, they raised their voices, 

saying in the Lycaonian [language], "The gods have come down to us in the 
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likeness of men!" 12 And Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because 

he was the chief speaker.  

In order to fully understand what was going on, in Greek mythology, there were myths 

and legends that the greek gods would sometimes come down and walk among the 

people. 

And there was one myth in particular where Zeus and Hermes had come down to the 

area around Lystra and were looking for a little hospitality and the people rejected 

them. 

So Zeus and Hermes killed everyone in the town. 

When the people around the square see what happened to the crippled man – they 

think that the same thing is happening again – but this time, they are going to make 

sure that the same thing doesn’t happen. 

So they start screaming and shouting – calling Paul and Barnabas gods 

Paul and Barnabas have no idea what they are saying – because they are speaking in 

the native language. 

That is why Paul and Barnabas don’t correct them at first. 

13 Then the priest of Zeus, whose temple was in front of their city, brought oxen 

and garlands to the gates, intending to sacrifice with the multitudes.  
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Lystra had a temple dedicated to the greek god Zeus. 

When the priest of the temple of Zeus hears the news that two gods had decided to 

visit the city, he did the priestly thing and gathered up sacrifices and offerings to make 

to them. 

14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard this, they tore their clothes 

and ran in among the multitude, crying out 15 and saying, "Men, why are you 

doing these things? We also are men with the same nature as you, and preach to 

you that you should turn from these useless things to the living God, who made 

the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that are in them, 16 "who in bygone 

generations allowed all nations to walk in their own ways. 17 "Nevertheless He 

did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good, gave us rain from 

heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness." 18 And 

with these sayings they could scarcely restrain the multitudes from sacrificing to 

them.  

It was unthinkable to Paul and Barnabas - that they should be thought of as gods. 

They were mere men & apart from Jesus Christ, no different from those in the crowd. 

To prove this, they tore their clothes. 

Now, remember that during this time – there were no Walmarts. 

The majority of people only had one change of clothes. 
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To tear your clothes was a way to get people’s attention – 

“Hey stop what you’re doing?” Stop treating us like gods – we are just like you” 

Not only are they trying to stop them –  

I had you make a note of the word “turn” 

Paul doesn’t want them to simply add Jesus to their collection of gods. 

He wants them to stop wasting their time worshipping these false gods and instead 

worship the One True God. 

Turn from these useless things –  

Turn to John 4 -  

In a few weeks on Sunday morning, we are going to see the encounter Jesus has with 

the Samaritan woman at the well. 

Jesus tells her -  

[Jhn 4:13-14 NKJV] 13 Jesus answered and said to her, "Whoever drinks of this 

water will thirst again, 14 "but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him 

will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain 

of water springing up into everlasting life." 
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The world tries to fill their inner hunger with all sorts of thing – 

Sex 

Drugs 

Money 

Fame 

Guess what? 

They are all worthless – that hunger cannot be quenched by these things 

There is only One who can satisfy our deepest inner needs – Jesus. 

That is what Jesus tells the woman at the well. 

Now, I want you to think how tempting it would have been for Paul and Barnabas just 

to sit back and enjoy the moment. 

What happened in Antioch of Pisidia and Iconium? 

They were chased out of there by hostile opposition. 

However, in Lystra – guess what, the people want to worship them. The people there 

think they are special. The people think they are gods. 

Is there any more fundamental and seductive temptation than that??? To be 

worshipped 
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What prompted the fall of the man in the Garden of Eden? 

What did the serpent tell Eve? 

You will not surely die - For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be 

opened, and you will be like God 

Paul and Barnabas could have rationalized it –  

“Maybe we will let them worship us and after we get their attention, we will tell them 

about Jesus.” 

This will make our job easier if they already like us. 

Church, we’ve all heard the voice of rationalization of sin – 

The voice that tries to justify our sin and tell us that is ok 

The voice that tells us that God’s word doesn’t apply in our case – that God is going to 

make an exemption for our sin. 

I believe that of all the persecution that Paul faced during his missionary journeys – the 

shipwrecks, the beatings, the imprisonments 

I believe that this one was probably his toughest. 

Even with such a clear demonstration of their simple humanity, they were barely able 

to keep the sacrifices from being offered. 
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19 Then Jews from Antioch and Iconium came there; and having persuaded the 

multitudes, they stoned Paul [and] dragged [him] out of the city, supposing him 

to be dead.  

The Jews from Antioch and Iconium – they showed up in Lystra and they begin to sow 

seeds of distrust and discord among the crowd. 

Notice – one minute they were ready to worship Paul and Barnabas – the next minute 

– their passion for them is swung in the opposite direction and they have an 

uncontrolled rage and hate against them. 

They picked up stones and pummeled Paul till he was bloody and unconscious 

Thinking he was dead, they disposed of his body by dragging it outside the city gates 

where they left it – for the wild dogs to eat. 

I think verses 18 and 19 are probably one of the saddest verses in all of scriptures. 

And the reason that they are sad is because they point to the fickleness of man’s heart. 

Between verse 18 and 19 – Paul and Barnabas did nothing 

They were the same guys 

But the crowd goes from worship to murder 

The reason – there isn’t any. 
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What we see here is very true to human nature apart from Christ. 

You see church, God has created us for Himself 

And in the heart of every man, woman, and child there is a empty place that can only 

be filled by Him 

Nothing else can fill that place 

Human history is the story of man’s attempt to fill the emptiness of his heart with 

everything but God. 

Religion, power, knowledge, wealth, technology – yet the emptiness still goes unfilled. 

The people of Lystra tried to fill that emptiness with religion – a religion of their own 

design. 

When Barnabas & Paul pointed out their error, rather than really listening to them and 

coming to knowledge of the truth, they became resentful and angry that the emptiness 

of their hearts was revealed 

So they picked up stones and tried to put an end to their discomfort – however, the 

source of their discomfort wasn’t Paul – it was their own emptiness – their rejection of 

God. 

Turn with me to 2 Cor 12 
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When we covered Stephen in Acts 6 – I explained to you that the practice of stoning 

involved throwing heavy rocks at the individual  being stoned – it is not like it is 

depicted in many movies where people are throwing baseball size rocks at people’s 

heads – these were brick sized rocks or stones. 

And the reason we are here in 2 Cor is because many people, including myself believe 

that Paul actually did die – for a moment - because it appears that he speaks of it here 

[2Co 12:1-4 NKJV] 1 It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast. I will come to 

visions and revelations of the Lord: 2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years 

ago--whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not 

know, God knows--such a one was caught up to the third heaven. 3 And I know 

such a man--whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows-- 4 

how he was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which it is 

not lawful for a man to utter. 

So in his 2 letter to Corinth – Paul says I saw heaven – and what I saw, cannot be 

expressed in words. 

Now, think of how many book are written by people who were in accidents or their 

hearts stopped in the operating table and they make the claim that they went to heaven 

and the book is all about what they saw and all the animals running around. 

Paul says – I went there – I can’t describe it – even if I wanted to. 
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20 However, when the disciples gathered around him, he rose up and went into 

the city. And the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe.  

So Paul is laying outside the city – people are standing around his corpse – not all the 

people in Lystra participated in the stoning. 

He opens up his eyes and notice - he heads back into the city. 

Turn with me to 2 Timothy 3 

[2Ti 3:10-12 NKJV] 10 But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of 

life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance, 11 persecutions, 

afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra--what 

persecutions I endured. And out of [them] all the Lord delivered me. 12 Yes, and 

all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 

Many bible theologians believe that Timothy and his mother were witnesses to what 

happened to Paul and it inspired Timothy to become a disciple. 

And this is the reason I believe that Paul went back in the city – 

When Paul came back to life and stood up, he looked around and saw a circle of brand 

new Christians - men and women who had just an hour or so before had come to faith 

and he felt a solemn responsibility to make sure they got grounded in the faith 
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He had an obligation as their spiritual father to start them on the right path of spiritual 

growth 

He might only have a few hours with them, but he would use every minute to make 

sure that when he left the next day, they would be able to go on and continue to grow 

in the faith. 

21 And when they had preached the gospel to that city and made many disciples, 

they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of the 

disciples, exhorting [them] to continue in the faith, and [saying], "We must 

through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God." 23 So when they had 

appointed elders in every church, and prayed with fasting, they commended 

them to the Lord in whom they had believed.  

We are reminded here that the goal is discipleship and not converts. 

Paul and Barnabas returned to the citied because they were out to make disciples, life 

long disciples. 

So they returned to the cities where they had preached and strengthened and 

encouraged them. 

24 And after they had passed through Pisidia, they came to Pamphylia. 25 Now 

when they had preached the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia. 26 From 

there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been commended to the grace of 



15 

 

 

God for the work which they had completed. 27 Now when they had come and 

gathered the church together, they reported all that God had done with them, 

and that He had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. 28 So they stayed there 

a long time with the disciples. 

Paul and Barnabas had gotten the whole church in Antioch together, and began telling 

them the amazing stories of what God had done on their trip. 

The emphasis of their recounting wasn’t on what they had done for God, but on what 

God had done with them, right in their midst.  

They had been entrusted to God’s grace, and God had come through for them. 

 

Let’s pray… 

 

To Receive Christ do the following: 

 

Admit, “I am a sinner.” 

Confess and be willing to turn from your sin. 

Believe, by faith that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross. 
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Receive, through prayer, Jesus Christ into your heart and receive eternal life. 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, 

I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness. I believe that You died on the 

cross for my sins. Please forgive me for my sins and cleanse me by Your blood. I 

accept You by faith as my personal Lord and Savior. Give me a thirst for Your Word 

and Help me to follow You all of my days. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 

 

[Num 6:24-26 NLT] 24 ' 

May the LORD bless you and protect you.  

May the LORD smile on you and be gracious to you. 

May the LORD show you his favor and give you his peace.' 


