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Bibles??? 

The Word of God is the Absolute Truth and the Final Authority 

Turn your bibles with me to Acts 17 

And also, put a marker in 1 Thess 

We are going to be going back and forth between both books. 

We are continuing our study through the book of Acts – as we see how the Holy Spirit 

worked among the early church – 

And for the last two weeks, we have begun to study Paul’s second missionary journey  

One the things we saw last week how Paul was led by the Holy Spirit. 

It was the Holy Spirit that closed doors in a certain area (in the area known as Asia 

Minor) but opened doors in others. 

And the reason was, that God had been preparing the hearts of the people elsewhere 

– and so therefore Paul ends up in Philippi where we saw Lydia and her household 

respond to the gospel and the beginning of the church in Europe. 

However, not everyone was rejoicing in Philippi –  

Paul and Silas were imprisoned and beaten after being charged with disturbing the 

peace – when they released a slave girl from the bondage of a spirit of divination –  
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And we found Paul and Silas worshipping in their prison cell -  

So we are going to see where the Holy Spirit leads Paul and Silas next. 

Let’s pray… 

[Act 17:1-34 NKJV] 1 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and 

Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews.  

So, from Philippi, Paul and Silas head south. 

Notice that Luke is no longer with them since he uses the word “they” 

He most likely stayed behind in Philippi. 

So, Paul and Silas get to Thessalonica and they head to the local synagogue – keep in 

mind that in Philippi, there were not enough Jewish men to build a synagogue. 

That is not a problem in Thessalonica. 

2 Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them, and for three Sabbaths 

reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and demonstrating that the 

Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and [saying], "This Jesus 

whom I preach to you is the Christ."  

So, again, Jewish custom was for the scriptures to be read by the rabbi and then they 

would allow learned visitors to speak. 
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Paul gets up and for three Saturdays, he reasoned with them from the scriptures. 

That means he showed them from the Old Testament books that Jesus is the Messiah. 

Church, there are over 300 prophesies that Jesus fulfilled from the Old Testament 

during His 33 year ministry here on earth. 

Micah 5:2 speaks of His birth 

Isaiah 35:5 speaks of His ministry 

Isaiah 53:5 speaks of His death 

Psalm 16:10 speaks of His resurrection. 

These are all verses that point that Jesus is the Christ. 

He didn’t just reference scriptures to them – I had you make a note that the scriptures 

say he did it through explaining and demonstrating. 

The first word in the Greek – means “to open”. 

Turn to Luke 24 – I am going to show where else it is used. 

Here in Luke 24, On the road to Emmaus, Jesus gives two disciples the greatest bible 

study ever given. 



4 

 

 

[Luk 24:32 NKJV] 32 And they said to one another, "Did not our heart burn within 

us while He talked with us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to 

us?" 

Jesus had taken them on an extended study through the entire OT, showing how it 

was prophesied that the Messiah would suffer and die for the sins of the world 

Jesus simply opened the scriptures, from Genesis to Malachi and as He showed them 

how they all spoke of Him, their hearts were set on fire with passion for God 

Paul did the same thing in Thessalonica. 

He opened up the scriptures by focusing on Jesus Christ. 

The Jews were familiar with the scriptures –  

In fact, in John 5:39 – Jesus rebukes the rabbis -  for completely missing Him in the 

scriptures. 

[Jhn 5:39 NKJV] 39 "You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have 

eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me. 

The key to understanding the bible is to look for Jesus in it. 

If we simply desire to know the bible in our head – if all we care about is whether or not 

we are going to be able to answer bible trivia on Jeopardy – then, we are not going to 

understand much of scripture. 
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But, if we desire to know Jesus better, then, the scriptures will be opened up to us. 

The second word that the scriptures use is the word “demonstrating” 

This means to “lay before” 

Paul opened up the scriptures to them and then “laid it out” – he laid it our plainly so 

that the people could see it for themselves –  

This is the responsibility of a good pastor or a bible teacher 

Present to the congregation what is in the word of God so that they can see it for 

themselves. 

4 And some of them were persuaded; and a great multitude of the devout 

Greeks, and not a few of the leading women, joined Paul and Silas.  

So here we see the response to Paul opening and laying out the scriptures. 

Some Jews believed, many Greek men believed and the leading women here, refers to 

many prominent women in Thessalonica that also believed – these were the educated 

women, these were business owners. 

This is the beginning of the church in Thessalonica – and Paul will later send two 

Epistles reminding them of their time together. 

I just want to clarify that the teaching in the synagogue was for three weeks – but the 

scriptures do suggest that Paul and Silas spent several months there  
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In Phil 4:16 Paul writes to the church in Philippi thanking them for the assistance they 

sent him while he was in Thessalonica. 

5 But the Jews who were not persuaded, becoming envious, took some of the 

evil men from the marketplace, and gathering a mob, set all the city in an uproar 

and attacked the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people.  

So here we have the same backlash that Paul has received wherever he has gone. 

There are some that believe and then there are those who don’t – and those that don’t 

are driven by envy and jealousy and go after Paul. 

The evil men from the market place – the word that is used here is the word for those 

that loiter around looking for trouble. 

So these Jewish leaders stir these loiterers and they head to Jason’s house – this is 

the place where Paul and Silas were staying at. 

6 But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some brethren to the 

rulers of the city, crying out, "These who have turned the world upside down 

have come here too. 7 "Jason has harbored them, and these are all acting 

contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying there is another king--Jesus." 8 And 

they troubled the crowd and the rulers of the city when they heard these things. 

So the mob gets to Jason’s house and Paul and Silas are not there. 
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So they drag Jason out of the house along with some of his friends and they take them 

to the magistrates 

And they make the same accusation that was made in Philippi – in that Paul and Silas 

were disturbing the peace. 

These who have turned the world upside down – that is how they addressed them. 

You see, while Paul was the first missionary to come to Thessalonica, word of the 

Christian movement had already reached the city. 

But it wasn’t the Christians that were causing trouble – it was those that opposed the 

Christians that were bringing chaos to the cities. 

The mob also accused them of trying to start a revolution – of proclaiming another king 

– King Jesus. 

And this is what worried the crowd because they were afraid that Rome would 

overreact and send troops into the city. 

9 So when they had taken security from Jason and the rest, they let them go.  

They force Jason to put up a security deposit attached to an agrreement – part of the 

agreement was that Paul had to leave. 

If Paul had been there, he never would have agreed to this! 
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He would have claimed his rights as a Roman citizen, as he did in Philippi, which 

prohibited a Roman citizen from being expelled from a Roman city, which Thessalonica 

was. 

But he wasn’t there.  

And right or wrong, Jason agreed to the terms so Paul’s team was banished from the 

city. 

Paul – never returns to Thessalonica. 

He wanted to – but was never able to. 

Turn with me to 1 Thes 2 

Because Paul couldn’t visit the church at Thessalonica in person, he wrote them the 

letters we know as 1 & 2 Thessalonians, which scholars believe were the very first 

letters Paul wrote in the Bible. 

[1Th 2:17-18 NKJV] 17 But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a 

short time in presence, not in heart, endeavored more eagerly to see your face 

with great desire. 18 Therefore we wanted to come to you--even I, Paul, time and 

again--but Satan hindered us. 
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Satan hindered Paul from returning to Thessalonica but in doing so – Paul wrote these 

two Epistles that have done far more damage to Satan’s kingdom than Paul’s physical 

presence could have done. 

So therefore we have another example of something that Satan meant as a setback to 

the advance of the Kingdom of God once again became his undoing 

It may sound like a terrible defeat for the church there – but the church there continued 

to grow and continued to be an influence over the area. 

10 Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea. 

When they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. 11 These were 

more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with 

all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily [to find out] whether these 

things were so. 12 Therefore many of them believed, and also not a few of the 

Greeks, prominent women as well as men. 

Paul and Silas are led by the Holy Spirit to Berea. 

Berea is about 50 miles southwest from Thessalonica 

And again, they go to the synagogue –  

However, in Berea, they were met by Jews who were fair-minded. 
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This means that they weren’t bound by prejudice & jealousy; they had a genuine 

concern for truth & would go where ever the evidence led. 

They searched the scriptures daily to find out if what Paul was saying as true or not. 

As they looked to the Word, they discovered there was even more evidence for the 

Gospel than Paul had told them. 

And seeing it for themselves, they came to faith. 

Church, the power is in His Word 

It is not about what do you think or what do I think 

It’s about, what does God say? 

Think about all the problems that would be solved, all the questions that would be 

answered if we took the time to study the scriptures daily like the Bereans. 

Faith comes by hearing the Word of God 

Faith comes to those who are in the Word, because it is only the Word that can affect 

lives, change hearts, strengthen faith and renew minds. 

13 But when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the word of God was 

preached by Paul at Berea, they came there also and stirred up the crowds. 14 

Then immediately the brethren sent Paul away, to go to the sea; but both Silas 

and Timothy remained there.  
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This is similar to what happened on the first missionary trip when the unbelieving Jews 

from Antioch of Pisidia followed Paul and Barnabas from city to city and stirred up 

trouble in the Galatian cities. 

The Jewish leaders from Thessalonica are doing the same here. 

They weren’t satisfied with Paul leaving – they wanted to make sure that Paul was 

gone from the area for good. 

So seeing the crowd was getting stirred up – the brethren tells Paul that it is time to 

split. 

This is the fifth city where we have seen Paul being run out of a city by an angry mob. 

You would think that this would lead Paul to stop. 

He could have stopped and returned to Antioch where people actually like him. 

But he didn’t  

He went to the next city that the Holy Spirit guided him to. 

He heads to Athens. 

I had you make a note that Paul left Silas and Timothy behind. 

Luke stayed in Philippi – and now he loses Silas and Timothy 

And the reason is that the church in Berea was still young. 
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Silas and Timothy were left to take care of it while Paul was away. 

Turn to 1 Thes 3 

[1Th 3:1-2 NKJV] 1 Therefore, when we could no longer endure it, we thought it 

good to be left in Athens alone, 2 and sent Timothy, our brother and minister of 

God, and our fellow laborer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you and 

encourage you concerning your faith, 

The fact that both Silas and Timothy remained there showed again that Paul had a 

passion for planting churches, not just making converts.  

He saw the need for discipleship – which is what Jesus commissioned us to do – to 

make disciples of men – not just converts, 

It also showed that Paul didn’t believe that he alone could do the work of teaching and 

strengthening Christians; men like Silas and Timothy were also capable of doing it. 

15 So those who conducted Paul brought him to Athens; and receiving a 

command for Silas and Timothy to come to him with all speed, they departed. 16 

Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him 

when he saw that the city was given over to idols. 17 Therefore he reasoned in 

the synagogue with the Jews and with the [Gentile] worshipers, and in the 

marketplace daily with those who happened to be there. 
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As Paul gets to Athens, he sends word for Timothy and Silas to meet him in Athens as 

soon as they were able to. 

And as he waited for them, he shared the gospel in the synagogue as well as the 

marketplace –  

Athens wasn’t only the intellectual capital of the world, it was also the religious capital 

of the world. 

And as Paul walked around Athens -  to get a feel for how best to present the Gospel, 

he saw idols everywhere. 

There were temples dedicated to the Greek gods and statues everywhere. 

And the word that is used here for provoked is the word for “moved” the rampant 

idolatry moved him to do something about it. 

18 Then certain Epicurean and Stoic philosophers encountered him. And some 

said, "What does this babbler want to say?" Others said, "He seems to be a 

proclaimer of foreign gods," because he preached to them Jesus and the 

resurrection. 19 And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, 

"May we know what this new doctrine [is] of which you speak? 20 "For you are 

bringing some strange things to our ears. Therefore we want to know what these 

things mean." 21 For all the Athenians and the foreigners who were there spent 

their time in nothing else but either to tell or to hear some new thing. 
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As Paul is preaching one day – he is overheard by Epicurean and Stoic philosophers –

the significance is that these two philosophies are completely opposite from each 

other. 

Epicureans were all about pleasure – “we are all going to die and that’s it – so we 

better enjoy life now” That was their way of thinking. 

Stoics were the opposite.  They believed that everything was a god “our bodies get in 

the way – they valued logic over emotion” So they didn’t partake in anything that was 

pleasurable.  

So these two guys invite Paul to speak. They simply want him to share his ideas. 

Greeks were all about Philosophy and acquiring knowledge. 

22 Then Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, "Men of Athens, I 

perceive that in all things you are very religious; 23 "for as I was passing 

through and considering the objects of your worship, I even found an altar with 

this inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the One whom you worship 

without knowing, Him I proclaim to you:  

If you ever look at a video of Elvis Presley – especially during his later years, he would 

wear a cross on his necklace but he would also wear a star of David and he was also 

known to wear other religious jewelry. 
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When he was questioned about it – he said he didn’t want to miss heaven on a 

technicality. 

The Athenians were the same way. 

They had temples, altars and statues dedicated to over 3000 gods and they even had 

one dedicated TO THE UNKNOWN GOD just in case they missed one. 

Paul, tells them – I am going to tell you about this God. 

24 "God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven 

and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. 25 "Nor is He worshiped 

with men's hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, 

breath, and all things. 26 "And He has made from one blood every nation of men 

to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times 

and the boundaries of their dwellings, 27 "so that they should seek the Lord, in 

the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from 

each one of us; 28 "for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also 

some of your own poets have said, 'For we are also His offspring.'  

Paul points out that this Unknown God –  

He is the Creator – therefore He cannot live in man made temples 
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He is the provider – the Greeks were always under the impression that their gods 

needed something – sacrifices, they were always trying to appease their gods. Paul 

says, God doesn’t need any of that.   

What about the sacrifices in the OT? 

The idea of sacrifice in the Old Testament is not because God is hungry or needs to 

smell some roasting lambs.   

It’s to teach the Israelites about the consequences of their sins, and how they need to 

seek continually to be right with God.  The idea of sacrifice is ultimately to point to 

Jesus Christ, who would pay the price for our sins. 

Paul says that this Unknown God is also our Father and dispite His greatness, He 

desires that we seek Him. 

29 "Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the 

Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man's 

devising. 30 "Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now 

commands all men everywhere to repent, 31 "because He has appointed a day 

on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has 

ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead."  

Paul speaks of God’s patience towards mankind. 

However, He also warns that God is looking for men to turn around. 
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And the reason – judgment is coming. 

32 And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked, while 

others said, "We will hear you again on this [matter]." 33 So Paul departed from 

among them. 34 However, some men joined him and believed, among them 

Dionysius the Areopagite, a woman named Damaris, and others with them. 

As soon as Paul spoke about the resurrection – for many in the crowd – that was it.  

The idea of the resurrection was foolishness to the Greek. 

The prided themselves on their wisdom – so the idea of someone rising from the dead 

was foolishness in their minds. 

There was a second group – “We will hear you again on this [matter]." 

They meant to end Paul’s speech.  

This was a polite way of shutting him up & getting rid of him. 

This is them saying -  

“Very interesting. In fact, we’d like to hear more later but that ‘s enough for now.” 

These didn’t outright reject the Gospel, but they were getting uncomfortable with the 

direction Paul was going. 

All the talk of judgment made them uneasy. 
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And then there was another group – a small group 

Group #3 responded to the message and believed. 

Now, so far, we have seen churches formed in Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea – but the 

scriptures are silent on a church in Athens. 

Same message, same truth, completely different response. 

Why? 

Some bible scholars blame Paul’s sermon. 

He talks about the resurrection – but he never mentions the cross. 

What’s interesting is that the next place Paul goes to is Corinth 

And when one reads Paul’s first epistle to Corinth – that is Paul’s focus. 

 

Let’s pray… 

 

To Receive Christ do the following: 

 

Admit, “I am a sinner.” 
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Confess and be willing to turn from your sin. 

Believe, by faith that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross. 

Receive, through prayer, Jesus Christ into your heart and receive eternal life. 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, 

I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness. I believe that You died on the 

cross for my sins. Please forgive me for my sins and cleanse me by Your blood. I 

accept You by faith as my personal Lord and Savior. Give me a thirst for Your Word 

and Help me to follow You all of my days. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 

 

[Num 6:24-26 NLT] 24 ' 

May the LORD bless you and protect you.  

May the LORD smile on you and be gracious to you. 

May the LORD show you his favor and give you his peace.' 


