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Bibles??? 

The Word of God is the Absolute Truth and the Final Authority 

Please open your bibles with me to Hebrews 6 

We are continuing our verse by verse study through the Book of Hebrew 

A letter that was written to a group of Jewish believers who because of persecution 

and other difficulties – they were contemplating returning back to Judaism 

They were thinking about going back to following a list of do’s and don’ts. 

They were thinking about going back to the system of bringing an offering to the temple 

for the covering of their sin 

They were thinking about going back to a system where they had no direct access to 

God –  

that was access was only given to the Aaronic high priest at one day out of the year – 

and before he had access to God, he would have to offer a sacrifice for his own sins. 

So they were thinking about going back to works – instead of simply abiding in Jesus 

and trusting in the work that He did on the cross. 

So as we have seen in our text for the last few weeks –  
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The writer has been making the argument that Jesus is greater than anything this 

group of Jewish believers is thinking about going back to – 

The tabernacle, the temple all of it was just a model to the real thing. 

They all point to Jesus 

Jesus is the fulfillment of everything they were going back to. 

And as the writer begins to explain to them that Jesus is greater than any of their 

Aaronic / Levitical high priests – he paused and told them that he couldn’t tell them 

more because it would simply go over their heads –  

we studied that last week. 

They were still drinking milk instead of eating meat 

They still needed to be taught the ABC’s instead of being the ones that were teaching 

them. 

He accused them of having dull ears – not applying what they were learning – having it 

go one ear and out the other. 

He paints the picture of these Jewish Christians who were like a bunch of spiritual 

babies, sitting in their spiritual playpen crying for a bottle of milk. 

The author tells them it’s time to grow up! 
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The reason that they were buckling under pressure and trials they were going through 

was because they refused to grow up spiritually. 

In our text these evening – the writer of Hebrews is going to challenge this group of 

Jewish believers. 

In fact, he is going to shock them with the words he is about to say – all in an effort to 

turn them from their spiritual laziness. 

Let’s pray… 

In our text last week – you might remember that the writer gave this group of Jewish 

believers the result of the hearing test – (they were dull of hearing) therefore they failed 

pretty bad. 

However, the writer also began to tell them how they could improve their hearing –  

How they could spiritually mature –  

How they could grow in Christ –  

And the way to do it was by not getting bogged down on or rehashing the elementary 

principles of Christ -   

Stop discussing the elementary stuff –  

They needed to move on – they needed to build upon the elementary principles. 
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They needed to grow spiritually 

So beginning in verse 8 –  

He tells them what the consequences of continuing to have dull hearing and regressing 

in their spiritual walk.  

[Heb 6:4-8 NKJV] 4 For [it is] impossible for those who were once enlightened, 

and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 

5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 if 

they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for 

themselves the Son of God, and put [Him] to an open shame.  

These two verses we just read are probably the most controversial bible verses in all of 

scripture. 

And the reason that they are controversial is because they are difficult to grasp. 

And so one group says it means this and one group says – no it means the opposite 

thing -  

And they argue over it. 

One group believes in eternal security and one group that believes in conditional 

security 

Or, to put it more simply, 
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Those who believe you can’t lose your salvation, and 

Those who believe you can. 

Church – we must understand that we will not know everything about God until we are 

in His presence 

We are incapable of – because our minds are limited and the God, we worship, is 

infinite. 

These difficulties in understanding the scriptures is not anything new – it was also 

happening in the early church –  

Turn really quick to 2 Peter 3 

[2Pe 3:14-16 NKJV] 14 Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be 

diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless; 15 and 

consider [that] the longsuffering of our Lord [is] salvation--as also our beloved 

brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you, 16 as 

also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some 

things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable [people] twist to their 

own destruction, as [they do] also the rest of the Scriptures. 

So – the writer of Hebrews, as he was inspired by the Holy Spirit – he didn’t write these 

verses in his letter to get people to argue over them 
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He wrote these verse down so that we may get to know the Author of the bible in a 

more intimate way. 

So that we may know of His love, grace and mercy 

So when we get to a portion of scripture that is difficult to understand or any scripture – 

we always have to look at the context in which it was written – 

Context is always key  

The book of Hebrews was written to a specific people, at a specific time, for a specific 

reason 

And therefore, before we can begin to apply any portion of scripture to our lives – we 

must first understand what it meant to the people that were hearing it 

We can take any verse out of context and make it say whatever we want it to say 

So we need to stay in context 

And the context of course is spiritual maturity – move forward and don’t go back to 

Judaism 

Again, the writer is warning them – don’t go back to Judaism 

It is very important that we let the bible say what it says – that we don’t try to explain it 

away or try to make it say something that it doesn’t say. 
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So who is the portion written to 

1. Those who were once enlightened – in the Greek – the word used for 

enlightened – is describing a group of people whose eyes were opened. The 

writer uses the same word later on in the letter –  

[Heb 10:32 NKJV] 32 But recall the former days in which, after you were 

illuminated, you endured a great struggle with sufferings: 

2. Tasted the heavenly gift – they received salvation 

Now, the word tasted here doesn’t mean “sampled” – like I walked into Baskin 

Robbins and sampled on different flavors to determine what flavor I wanted. 

because some people will argue that this group of Jewish believers only sampled 

salvation or were only believers for a short while. 

In fact, the writer of Hebrews uses the same word for tasted back in Heb 2:9 

[Heb 2:9 NKJV] 9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the 

angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by 

the grace of God, might taste death for everyone. 

Did Jesus only sample death for everyone? No 

It means that He experienced death for everyone – fully and completely 

It speaks of full participation – not sampling. 

In the same way – these Jewish believers were 100% born again – they 

experienced salvation. 
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3. They become partakers of the Holy Spirit – the word partake means to share 

with. These people had been born again and indwelt by the very Spirit of God! 

4. tasted the good word of God - Meaning they had not only experienced the 

heavenly gift of salvation and been indwelt by the Holy Spirit, but they had moved 

into a place of some spiritual growth, as initial evidence of being born again and 

had made some slight progress in the Faith 

Remember, the bible teaches that a man or a woman that is spiritually dead 

(someone who is not born again) cannot understand the bible – they can’t 

receive it 

[1Co 2:14 NKJV] 14 But the natural man (unbeliever) does not receive the 

things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know 

[them], because they are spiritually discerned. 

So the writer is pointing out that this is a group of people that understood the 

bible – again – pointing to that they were genuinely believers. 

5. tasted of the powers of the age to come. – this means that this group had 

spiritual fruit – love, joy, peace, kindness and the rest 

Now – why did the writer point out these 5 things – because he wants to show that this 

group were in fact Christians – they were genuine believers. 

You see, there are some people who read this and say – that these Jewish believers 

were not really believers. 
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That they were fake believers 

They only went through the motions but were not really saved 

Are there people who go to church who are fake believers?  

Of course – John speaks about those people in his first epistle 

[1Jo 2:18-19 NKJV] 18 Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard 

that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which 

we know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they were not of 

us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but [they went 

out] that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us. 

So - I really don’t believe that Heb 6 is addressing fake believers. 

Because the writer clearly provides evidence that they were believers. 

Now before we go on – one thing I must remind us of – is that nowhere in the 

scriptures do we ever find a born-again believer becoming unborn again – it doesn’t 

exist. 

[Phl 1:6 NKJV] 6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a 

good work in you will complete [it] until the day of Jesus Christ; 

So then what is the writer of Hebrews referring to here in these 3 verses? 
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Church, one of the things that we have to understand is that when a person is “born 

again” –  

God doesn’t take away our free will – we are still allowed to make our choices. 

And therefore, it is possible for true believers to fall away 

It is possible for you and I to make a choice – to walk away from the joy of our 

salvation  

It is possible for us to turn our backs on Jesus Christ 

It is possible to live a life of disobedience 

It is possible to walk away from the love of God –  

Does it mean that God doesn’t love you anymore – not at all 

What it does mean is that you will end up living a miserable life until you come to the 

end of yourself / or until we humble ourselves and repent. 

That is what the writer is telling this group of Jewish believers –  

Look at the beginning of verse 4 again – 

For it is impossible –  

What is impossible? 

Jump down to verse 6 - if they fall away,[fn] to renew them again to repentance 
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The word impossible doesn’t mean that it is too difficult for God to renew them to 

repentance. 

It means that it is impossible to bring someone to repentance with a hardened heart 

It means that it is impossible to bring someone to repentance who has already made 

the decision to walk in rebellion 

Think about he individuals that you try to share the gospel and they simply won’t listen 

– they don’t want anything to do with Jesus 

In fact, it seems that the more you share with them, their hearts just get harder. 

Instead of getting closer to God – it seems like they are farther away. 

It is not you pushing them away – their hearts are hard 

And only God can melt the hardened heart 

And it is impossible for us to convince a person that is determined to rebel against God 

to repent – because that alone is a work of the Holy Spirit 

Someone who has turned their back on Jesus cannot repent – not because God 

doesn’t allow them to repent but because they choose not to –  

That is what the writer is saying to this group of Jewish believers  

- don’t turn your back on Jesus 
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- press into Him not away from Him 

And it is through their rebellion or hypocrisy that they bring shame to Jesus Christ 

For them, going back to Judaism, doesn’t make biblical sense or practical sense 

Think about it  

If they went back to Judaism – every time they would bring an offering to be sacrificed 

for the covering of their sin – it would be like crucifying Jesus all over again – because 

that is what the sacrificial system pointed to. 

They would be putting the cross of calvary to open shame because Jesus is the Lamb 

of God – who takes away the sins of the world.  

To go back to the old system of animal sacrifices would be in effect saying – that Jesus 

death didn’t matter – every offered a sacrifice. 

7 For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it, and bears herbs 

useful for those by whom it is cultivated, receives blessing from God; 8 but if it 

bears thorns and briers, [it is] rejected and near to being cursed, whose end [is] 

to be burned. 

Here in verse seven and eight –  

We have an illustration of the Christian life 

The Christian life has one purpose, and it is to bear fruit for the Lord 
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That is why the Lord has us here – He wants us to bear fruit 

And when we are fruitful – we enjoy the blessings of God 

But if our life bears no fruit – it all it bears is thorns and briers, it is rejected. 

[Jhn 15:4-5 NKJV] 4 "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 

itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 5 "I 

am the vine, you [are] the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears 

much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 

This group would bear fruit – if they would abide in Jesus 

The Lord would enable them to bear fruit 

He would provide the rain – and as they bear fruit, they would be useful for those 

around them – it would benefit others 

But if they are not abiding in Him – if they go back to Judaism, they will not bear fruit 

and will be useless and not receive the blessings form God 

One of the things that a farmer would do during this time is that if his field was full of 

thistles and weeds – he would simply torch it and start all over. 

Notice that I had you make a note that it is near to being cursed – it is not saying that it 

is cursed. 
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And so we see God’s grace once again – waiting for those that have fallen to repent 

and come back – just like the prodigal son 

Church, we have to understand that as believers, God has blessed beyond measure 

He has provided the rain 

Again – it doesn’t come from us 

He provides it –  

In the same way that He provides the only way to have access to Him 

In the same way that salvation is a gift. 

We can’t go backwards to anything other than the fullness of who Jesus Christ is. 

He alone is the author and finisher of salvation 

Going back only leads to a life of misery – that is the message the writer is giving this 

group and to us as well. 

It only leads to a life that brings shame to Him 

And it leads to a life that is useless to others and we miss out on His blessings 

We serve the God of second chances, third chances, 4th chances - etc 

[Psa 86:4-7 NKJV] 4 Rejoice the soul of Your servant, For to You, O Lord, I lift up 

my soul. 5 For You, Lord, [are] good, and ready to forgive, And abundant in 
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mercy to all those who call upon You. 6 Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; And 

attend to the voice of my supplications. 7 In the day of my trouble I will call upon 

You, For You will answer me. 

It is so sad when people take this portion of scripture out of context for the sake of 

choosing a side an making an argument 

God can soften a hardened heart – when we come to the end of ourselves. 

 Let’s pray… 

 

To Receive Christ do the following: 

 

Admit, “I am a sinner.” 

Confess and be willing to turn from your sin. 

Believe, by faith that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross. 

Receive, through prayer, Jesus Christ into your heart and receive eternal life. 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, 
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I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness. I believe that You died on the 

cross for my sins. Please forgive me for my sins and cleanse me by Your blood. I 

accept You by faith as my personal Lord and Savior. Give me a thirst for Your Word 

and Help me to follow You all of my days. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 

 

[Num 6:24-26 NLT] 24 ' 

May the LORD bless you and protect you.  

May the LORD smile on you and be gracious to you. 

May the LORD show you his favor and give you his peace.' 


