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Bibles??? 

The Word of God is the Absolute Truth and the Final Authority 

Turn your bibles with me to John 13 

We are continuing our verse by verse study through the Gospel of John 

We are currently in what is known as the Upper Room discourse 

This is the six hour period that Jesus poured Himself into His disciples to prepare them 

for what was about to occur. 

We saw in our study last Sunday, that during the celebration of the Passover feast, 

after Jesus had washed their feet –  

Jesus dropped a bombshell on His disciples. 

One of them was going to betray Him 

And as I mentioned last week – it was the one sitting in the place of honor – it was the 

one whose Jesus head was right up against his chest 

It was Judas 

And even though we clearly saw Jesus continually reach out to Judas, Judas rejected 

Jesus’ love. 

Jesus offered Judas the dipped bread – a token of love and friendship to Judas. 
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And Judas took the bread that Jesus offered him, but he rejected the love and the 

grace that was extended to him. 

And because Judas continually rejected Jesus’ love, he passed the point of no return – 

and Satan entered him 

Therefore Jesus told him, “What you do, do quickly.” 

And we finished our study last week with Judas walking out of the upper room –  

The disciples have no idea what just happened – that is what the other gospels tell us. 

The disciples looked around the room and began to question if it was them. 

In our text this morning, Jesus is going to continue to pour into His disciples – and we 

are going to find out that Judas wasn’t the only betrayer that night. 

Let’s pray… 

 

[Jhn 13:31-38 NKJV] 31 So, when he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of 

Man is glorified, and God is glorified in Him.  

It is when Judas walks out of the room – to go tell the religious rulers where they might 

find Jesus – that Jesus made this statement. 

I had you make a note of the word “now” 
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Because the word that is used here doesn’t mean now – as in “immediately” 

What Jesus is saying here is that the events that will lead to Jesus being glorified 

(speaking about the crucifixion and the resurrection) – they have been set in motion. 

Think about when a woman goes into labor – once the labor pains begin, nothing will 

stop her baby from coming. 

The betrayal will lead to the trial, will lead to Jesus being scourged and beaten, will 

lead to Him being nailed to the cross, will lead to Jesus being in the tomb for three 

days – nothing was going to stop these things from happening 

And ultimately leading to the Resurrection, the ‘new birth’ of Christ from the grave 

Turn to the right to Acts 2 – we are going to be looking at one of Peter’s sermons 

[Act 2:22-24 NKJV] 22 "Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man 

attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through 

Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know-- 23 "Him, being delivered by 

the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless 

hands, have crucified, and put to death; 24 "whom God raised up, having loosed 

the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it. 

The word translated “pains” means “birth pains,” suggesting that the tomb was a 

“womb” out of which Jesus was “born” with a glorified resurrection body. 
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This was ultimately what Jesus had come for – to go to the cross. 

He didn’t come primarily to lay a bunch of lofty teachings on us. 

He didn’t come primarily to be a good example 

He came to die for the sins of the world, then to rise so that we could be born again 

And so, everything that would transpire over the next few days would glorify Jesus—

even though most people don’t think of the crucifixion of Christ in terms of glory—but 

rather in defeat. 

32 "If God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself, and glorify Him 

immediately.  

How did Jesus glorify the Father? 

1. By obeying Him fully—“I always do those things that please My Father.” (John 8:29) 

2. By representing Him perfectly—“If you’ve seen Me you’ve seen the Father…” (John 

14:9) 

3. By finishing His ministry—"the work the Father gave Him to do.” (John 17:4b) 

By the way, this is the same way that we bring glory to the Father 

“If God is glorified in Him,” (and He is), “God will also glorify Him in Himself”— 
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God the Father will see that appropriate honor is given to His beloved Son— 

 

Mark these verse down - 

[Psa 2:7-9 NKJV] 7 "I will declare the decree: The LORD has said to Me, 'You 

[are] My Son, Today I have begotten You. 8 Ask of Me, and I will give [You] The 

nations [for] Your inheritance, And the ends of the earth [for] Your possession. 9 

You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to pieces like a 

potter's vessel.' " 

[Isa 9:6-7 NKJV] 6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the 

government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of 

[His] government and peace [There will be] no end, Upon the throne of David and 

over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From 

that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 

That will be the glory the Father will give to the Son someday (at His Second Coming, 

when He comes to establish His Kingdom upon the earth). 

However, at the end of verse 32 – Jesus said that the Father will “glorify Him in 

Himself, and glorify Him immediately (without delay) 
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God the Father fulfilled this - by raising Him from the dead and seating Him at His own 

right hand in heaven. 

God would not wait until the Kingdom was ushered in—He would glorify His Son 

immediately. 

33 "Little children, I shall be with you a little while longer. You will seek Me; and 

as I said to the Jews, 'Where I am going, you cannot come,' so now I say to you.  

And so we see here that Jesus addresses His disciples as “Little Children” 

BTW – Jesus could have addressed them as cowards and traitors – which would be 

true. 

But – He didn’t, He addresses them as little children 

The word for little children is a word that indicates loving care and concern – it is a 

word of tender intimacy. 

Jesus has been talking to His disciples about Him being glorified but they do not yet 

have the full comprehension of the fact that He is referring to the cross.  

His disciples are still hoping for the crowning. 

So Jesus is sympathizing with them – knowing their weakness. 

BTW, later on as the Apostle John is writing his epistles – he actually uses the same 

phrase that Jesus used toward them. 
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 in 1 John – he actually uses it 7 times. 

[1Jo 4:4 NKJV] 4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, 

because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 

And Jesus is telling His disciples that He isn’t going to be with them for much longer –  

Not only is He not going to be there much longer – He also gives them the news - 

'Where I am going, you cannot come,' 

By the way, this is the same thing Jesus told the religious rulers in John 7 and 8 

The only difference is that Jesus told the religious rulers that they were going to die in 

their sins. 

34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have 

loved you, that you also love one another.  

Let’s pause right here –  

Keep in mind that everything that Jesus is teaching His disciples during this 6 hour 

period – is pointing to the cross. 

So Jesus announces a new commandment 

Let’s put ourselves in the disciple’s sandals. 
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As soon as we hear the word commandment – we think of the Ten Commandments 

right? 

They were the foundation upon which the Jewish identity rested. 

And the commandment - that you love one another 

Here is the thing church – 

The Old Testament is filled with commandments and exhortations to love others 

[Lev 19:18 NKJV] 18 'You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against 

the children of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I [am] 

the LORD. 

So what does Jesus mean here when He says it is a new commandment? 

You see, the word new here does means – new in experience 

You see what makes this commandment to love one another is because it is built on a 

new principle. 

Let me explain –  

In the Old Testament, God commanded His people to love others – “as they loved 

themselves” 
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What makes this command new is that Jesus commanded His disciples to love each 

other— how????? 

“as I have loved you” He told them. 

How did Jesus love them?  

How did Jesus love us?—by going to the cross and dying for us! 

That’s how He wants us to love one another—by going to the cross and dying (not 

literally but figuratively) for one another—that’s what’s new about His command to love 

under the New Covenant! 

“Love one another as I have loved you” or in other words, love others more than or 

above yourselves! 

The Apostle Paul exhorts us to do the same thing  

[Phl 2:3 NKJV] 3 [Let] nothing [be done] through selfish ambition or conceit, but 

in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 

Jesus demonstrated this type of love 

Earlier the same evening, Jesus has demonstrated this to His disciples. 

He gave them an example to follow, He washed their feet. 

He took the role of the humble servant. 
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Jesus also demonstrated this through sacrifice – 

[1Jo 3:16 NKJV] 16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. 

And we also ought to lay down [our] lives for the brethren. 

You see, Love is not about what you need from the other person, it's what you give. 

We can also show this type of love through forgiveness. 

[Eph 4:32 NKJV] 32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 

another, even as God in Christ forgave you. 

How long does it take us to forgive others? Do we hold grudges? 

“Love one another as I have loved you” or in other words, love others more than or 

above yourselves! 

Are we loving others in the same manner that Jesus demonstrated His love for us? 

Are we serving one another, sacrificing for one another, forgiving one another? 

35 "By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 

another."  

Loving people as you love yourself implies placing them on an equal footing with 

yourself. 
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But loving them as Jesus loved us means—to place them above yourself by dying to 

your needs and making their needs supreme. 

This is the greatest kind of love—the love of God (sacrificial love) manifested in the 

lives of His people— 

It's when we learn how to love each other in the same manner that Jesus loved us that 

people will recognize us as being disciples of Jesus. 

 

In fact, Jesus says that ALL men will know we are His disciples if we love each other 

like this. 

So why is it so hard for many of us to love this way? 

Why is so hard to love others in the way that God loves us. 

I think one of the things we first have to grasp is that God’s love is not a feeling. 

[Jhn 3:16 NKJV] 16 "For God so loved the world (because of a feeling he had or an 

emotion He experienced? - no) For God so loved the world that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

everlasting life. 

God love is a selfless action toward others in need. 



12 

 

 

And that’s why nothing is more powerful, nothing is a greater witness to the world than 

God’s love flowing through the lives of His people. 

This is why Paul, in his 1st letter to the church in Corinth – he spends all of chapter 12 

talking about spiritual gifts – and then right after in chapter 13 calls God’s love, the 

most excellent way. 

Turn to 1 Cor 13 

[1Co 13:4-8 NKJV] 4 Love suffers long [and] is kind; love does not envy; love 

does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 does not behave rudely, does not seek 

its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but 

rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 

endures all things. 8 Love never fails. But whether [there are] prophecies, they 

will fail; whether [there are] tongues, they will cease; whether [there is] 

knowledge, it will vanish away. 

Human love often needs to be earned. 

I forget our anniversary – it produces a response 

I remember our anniversary different response – a good response. He loves me 

The problem is that—many believers bring that concept of love into their relationship 

with God and how they treat one another 
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And they begin to think that God’s love need to be earned 

That is the whole message of the cross—that God so loved a world of sinners, failures, 

losers and reprobates that He sent His only begotten Son to die for them—all because 

of His great love for us. 

If God commands us to love even our enemies—how much more should His love be 

applied to our marriages and to our relationships with our own families and our church 

families? 

Here is the dilemma church–  

Loving people as God commands with His agape love is impossible for us—it is 

beyond our ability. 

This is not a love we can generate or imitate— 

It is not in our human nature to love like this because this is a supernatural love that 

only comes from God! 

This is an agape love 

An unconditional love 

So why would Jesus command us to do something that is impossible for us to do? 
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Always remember, God never commands us to do the impossible without supplying the 

power to do it! 

And church, 

The Good News is - That power is ours by virtue of the Holy Spirit living within us when 

we got saved which, as we abide in Christ, allows the fruit of the Spirit to grow in our 

lives 

 

What is the first one – love 

Not brotherly love 

Not emotional love 

Not love as in , I love pizza 

It is agape love 

Paul to the church in Rome (and us) 

[Rom 5:5 NKJV] 5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has 

been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

You see church, It is through our abiding in Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit 

flowing through us that this kind of love can become a reality in our lives to touch those 

that the Lord has placed in our lives. 
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But we must ‘let it flow’— 

God is not going to force us to draw from His agape love and let it flow to those around 

us. 

36 Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, where are You going?" Jesus answered him, 

"Where I am going you cannot follow Me now, but you shall follow Me 

afterward." 37 Peter said to Him, "Lord, why can I not follow You now? I will lay 

down my life for Your sake." 38 Jesus answered him, "Will you lay down your life 

for My sake? Most assuredly, I say to you, the rooster shall not crow till you have 

denied Me three times. 

In order to truly grasp this conversation between Peter and Jesus – we look towards 

Mark’s gospel. 

Because in Mark’s gospel it is recorded for us -  

[Mar 14:27-29 NKJV] 27 Then Jesus said to them, "All of you will be made to 

stumble because of Me this night, for it is written: 'I will strike the Shepherd, And 

the sheep will be scattered.' 28 "But after I have been raised, I will go before you 

to Galilee." 29 Peter said to Him, "Even if all are made to stumble, yet I [will] not 

[be]." 

“Even if these others losers stumble – not me Jesus” 

That is what Peter promised. 
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Do I believe that Peter meant his promise when he said it? Of course 

Do I believe that Peter was sincere in his promise? Absolutely 

But we all know what happens –  

In just a few hours – just like Jesus said, Peter denied Jesus three times 

The first two times, Peter denied Jesus to a servant girl – it is not like he was in front of 

the Sanhedrin. 

And one of the most amazing things that Dr Luke records for us is that when Peter 

denied Jesus the third time – as he was in the courtyard, not only did the rooster crow 

– but Peter turned and Jesus made eye contact with him. 

And Luke tells us that Peter ran out and wept bitterly. 

Let me ask a question -  

What kind of look do you think that Jesus gave Peter??? 

I want you to think about for a few seconds –  

Very important question - 

because how you and I respond to the question reveals how we think Jesus looks at us 

when we fail as a Christian. 

Here is how I would answer that question –  
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1. I don’t believe Jesus looked at Peter with a look of anger. 

The Bible teaches that God’s anger is reserved for those living in rebellion, those 

who refuse to repent for their sins and not for those who try to live for Him but 

sometimes fail. 

2. I don’t believe that Jesus looked at Peter with a look of disappointment. 

You see for God to be ‘disappointed’ with us it means that our actions took Him 

by surprise— that we acted in a way He didn’t expect. 

However, that is impossible for God Who has all-knowledge and knew every sin 

we were going to commit before He ever made us! 

Peter’s denial didn’t catch Jesus by surprise - because when Peter promised the 

Lord, he would never be stumbled because of Him—Jesus told Peter that before 

the night was out, he was going to deny Him 3 times. 

I believe Jesus told Peter this in advance—not only to warn him not to put his 

trust in his own strength—but also to prepare him. 

To soften the blow of his failure by teaching Peter (and all of us) that our sins 

never surprise or disappoint God—grieve Him yes, surprise Him no. 

3. I don’t believe the look Jesus gave Peter that day was a look of sadness. 

The kind of look we might give a person who was a lost cause—a hopeless loser! 

That is not God 
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I believe it was a look of loving compassion—the kind of look a parent would give a 

child who is learning to walk but keeps falling. 

Peter thought he was done 

In his mind he had committed an unforgivable sin—a failure so great it had damaged 

his relationship with Jesus forever. 

But we know that the opposite happened - this isn't the end of the story for Peter. 

Peter is going to weep bitterly over his denial of Jesus. 

And Jesus is going to seek him out and find out if Peter still loves Him. 

And we will see that He chooses him to be the one who will become such a powerful 

instrument of the gospel in the Book of Acts.  

God really does choose the weak and foolish things of this world to confound the 

wisdom of the wise.  

And in all this He is glorified. 

Let’s pray… 

 

To Receive Christ do the following: 
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Admit, “I am a sinner.” 

Confess and be willing to turn from your sin. 

Believe, by faith that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross. 

Receive, through prayer, Jesus Christ into your heart and receive eternal life. 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, 

I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness. I believe that You died on the 

cross for my sins. Please forgive me for my sins and cleanse me by Your blood. I 

accept You by faith as my personal Lord and Savior. Give me a thirst for Your Word 

and Help me to follow You all of my days. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 

 

The mark of being a Christian is not done by a bumper sticker, a Jesus fish, going to 

church or even carrying around a big bible. 

Jesus said that the definitive identifier that would mark us before the world as 

belonging to Him was our agape for one another. 

Not a love that comes from within – but a love that only He provides. 

[Num 6:24-26 NLT] 24 ' 
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May the LORD bless you and protect you.  

May the LORD smile on you and be gracious to you. 

May the LORD show you his favor and give you his peace.' 


