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Bibles??? 

The Word of God is the Absolute Truth and the Final Authority 

Open up your bibles this evening to 2 Samuel 13 – 

Some people have the misconception that dysfunctional families are a byproduct of the 

20th century. 

However, as we study the word of God, we find numerous examples of dysfunctional 

families. 

Abraham had a dysfunctional family – Hagar and Ishmael – and then Ishmael being 

jealous of Isaac 

Isaac had a dysfunctional family – Both he and Rebekah valued one son over the other 

one – and that led to chaos. 

Jacob had a very dysfunctional family - his wives were in competition with each other 

and then it continued with their children. 

And then we come to the family of David – perhaps the most dysfunctional family in all 

of scripture. 

And as we study these examples, we find that the root of the dysfunction in these 

biblical families and the families of today is the same thing. 

People choosing to pursue their own will instead of God’s will. 
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Individuals choosing to pursue their own lustful desires instead of what God desired for 

them. 

In our text this evening, we are going to look at two individuals – Amnon and Absalom. 

Two brothers – step brothers to be precise - who each desired something so bad – 

they were willing to do whatever it takes to get it – even if it meant bringing pain, death 

and division to the family. 

Let’s pray… 

So in our study last week, David’s sin was exposed – his adulterous affair with 

Bathsheba and the murder of Uriah. 

God used Nathan to confront David and expose his sin. 

And even though the scriptures tell us that David repented and that God forgave him, 

he still had to deal with all of the consequences of his sin. 

And we saw one of the consequences last week as David and Bathsheba’s infant son 

died. 

But there would be more consequences -  

God, speaking through Nathan, warned David that the sword shall never depart from 

his house, referring to the bloody violence that would occur within his own family.  

And we are going to an example of this here in our text -  
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[2Sa 13:1-39 NKJV] 1 After this Absalom the son of David had a lovely sister, 

whose name [was] Tamar; and Amnon the son of David loved her.  

So we have three individuals mentioned here in verse one. 

Absalom, he was David’s third son.  

His mother was Maacah – who herself was from a royal family – she was the daughter 

of the king of Geshur. (2 Sam 3) 

Absalom had a sister named Tamar – and the scriptures point out that she was lovely 

– meaning she was beautiful. 

Amnon was David’s oldest son, meaning that he was the crown prince – he was the 

one that was to succeed David after he died. 

Now, the scriptures do not provide any details on the second oldest son – it could be 

that he died at a young age making Absalom second in line to be king behind Amnon. 

Keep this in mind because this is going to come into play in the second half of our 

study today. 

Amnon had a different mother – remember that David had about 6-7 wives at this time 

– once again we see the consequences of David not following God’s design for 

marriage. 
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So verse one also says that Amnon loved his sister – this wasn’t a genuine love where 

he truly cared about her - this was a lustful love -  

2 Amnon was so distressed over his sister Tamar that he became sick; for she 

[was] a virgin. And it was improper for Amnon to do anything to her.  

Amnon is lovesick over his lust towards Tamar – 

Meaning that he wasn’t eating because all he could do was have lustful thoughts about 

her. 

Now, Amnon knew that his feeling towards Tamar were wrong, he knew that his 

intentions were simply to fulfill his desires for her by having sex with her. 

So he knew that it was wrong. 

First of all, she was also a virgin – meaning she was available for marriage but, not to 

Amnon because marriage between a half-brother and half-sister were forbidden 

according to the law. 

Turn with me to Leviticus - 

[Lev 18:9 NLT] 9 "Do not have sexual relations with your sister or half sister, 

whether she is your father's daughter or your mother's daughter, whether she 

was born into your household or someone else's. 

So the word of God clearly forbid what he was thinking about doing. 
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So Amnon had a choice to make, he could have come to the conclusion that his 

feelings were clearly wrong – however, he chose to continue to allow those thoughts to 

harbor in his mind and we will see that the next step was to act on those feelings - 

[Jas 1:14-15 NKJV] 14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his 

own desires and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to 

sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. 

So one of the things that we have to do when we are tempted by thoughts is to deal 

with those desires early on – if we continue to dwell on them, it is going to be more 

difficult.  

We see a few similarities here between Amnon and David – remember that David had 

the choice to stop thinking about Bathsheba once it was revealed to him that she was 

married and that she was the daughter and granddaughter of individuals that were 

close to him. 

3 But Amnon had a friend whose name [was] Jonadab the son of Shimeah, 

David's brother. Now Jonadab [was] a very crafty man.  

Besides being Amnon’s friend, Jonadab was David’s nephew and he was not a very 

good person – we see just how dysfunctional the family was –  

4 And he said to him, "Why [are] you, the king's son, becoming thinner day after 

day? Will you not tell me?" Amnon said to him, "I love Tamar, my brother 
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Absalom's sister." 5 So Jonadab said to him, "Lie down on your bed and pretend 

to be ill. And when your father comes to see you, say to him, 'Please let my 

sister Tamar come and give me food, and prepare the food in my sight, that I 

may see [it] and eat it from her hand.' "  

Jonadab provides Amnon with a plan to get his half-sister alone with him.  

One of my study bibles stated that it was customary during this time to have the 

princes and the princess in separate quarters around the palace. 

The boys stayed on one side and the girls stayed on the other side.  

Now, notice that Jonadab didn’t have to verbally tell Amnon to force himself upon her – 

all he provided was a way to get Tamar into a situation where the two of them were 

going to be close to one another. 

You see, Janoadab didn’t have to tell Amnon to force himself on her because in their 

shared wickedness, they thought the same wicked thoughts. 

Amnon knew what he was going to do once Tamar by his side. 

6 Then Amnon lay down and pretended to be ill; and when the king came to see 

him, Amnon said to the king, "Please let Tamar my sister come and make a 

couple of cakes for me in my sight, that I may eat from her hand."  
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One gets the idea that Amnon was a spoiled baby – wanting to be fed from the hand of 

his sister. 

He is just milking the situation -  

7 And David sent home to Tamar, saying, "Now go to your brother Amnon's 

house, and prepare food for him."  

David is not helping matter here – instead of telling Amnon to stop acting like a baby, 

he is very accommodating to his wishes. 

8 So Tamar went to her brother Amnon's house; and he was lying down. Then 

she took flour and kneaded [it], made cakes in his sight, and baked the cakes. 9 

And she took the pan and placed [them] out before him, but he refused to eat. 

Then Amnon said, "Have everyone go out from me." And they all went out from 

him. 10 Then Amnon said to Tamar, "Bring the food into the bedroom, that I may 

eat from your hand." And Tamar took the cakes which she had made, and 

brought [them] to Amnon her brother in the bedroom.  

So we see that Amnon had all this planned out –  

He makes sure that everyone leaves the room. 

And little by little, he is luring Tamar into his room. 

Again, at any time, he could have said – this is a bad idea and stopped. 
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11 Now when she had brought [them] to him to eat, he took hold of her and said 

to her, "Come, lie with me, my sister." 12 But she answered him, "No, my 

brother, do not force me, for no such thing should be done in Israel. Do not do 

this disgraceful thing! 

Tamar tries to stop Amnon by telling him that what he is about to do is wrong –  

She could be referring to the law regarding relationships between half brother and 

sister or the laws against rape or fornication – which is sex outside of marriage. 

13 "And I, where could I take my shame? And as for you, you would be like one 

of the fools in Israel. Now therefore, please speak to the king; for he will not 

withhold me from you." 14 However, he would not heed her voice; and being 

stronger than she, he forced her and lay with her.  

Tamar wants Amnon to think about the consequences of what he is about to do – her 

life is going to be ruined and his life is going to be ruined when people find out what he 

is going to do. 

Tamar then makes one last plea to Amnon –  

Amnon – you don’t have to force yourself upon me – maybe David will go against the 

Laws of Moses and give me to you as a wife. 

But Amnon was not going to listen and he proceeds to force himself upon her. 
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15 Then Amnon hated her exceedingly, so that the hatred with which he hated 

her [was] greater than the love with which he had loved her. And Amnon said to 

her, "Arise, be gone!"  

So here we see that Amnon had no real love for Tamar, only lust – and so he 

immediately felt guilty over his sin.  

At that moment Tamar was simply a reminder of his foolish sin.  

And he wanted every reminder of his sin to be put far away. So he sends her away. 

This is very typical of a relationship built on lust.  

His attraction to her was purely physical, and after he was satisfied, his real feelings 

about her surfaced. 

16 So she said to him, "No, indeed! This evil of sending me away [is] worse than 

the other that you did to me." But he would not listen to her. 17 Then he called 

his servant who attended him, and said, "Here! Put this [woman] out, away from 

me, and bolt the door behind her." 18 Now she had on a robe of many colors, for 

the king's virgin daughters wore such apparel. And his servant put her out and 

bolted the door behind her.  

What Amnon did to Tamar was wrong, but he could still somewhat redeem the 

situation by either marrying her or paying her dowry – 
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We saw this a few weeks ago in our study through the book of Exodus, 

[Exo 22:16-17 NKJV] 16 "If a man entices a virgin who is not betrothed, and lies 

with her, he shall surely pay the bride-price for her [to be] his wife. 17 "If her 

father utterly refuses to give her to him, he shall pay money according to the 

bride-price of virgins. 

This is exactly what Amnon has done – he never had intentions of marrying her and 

now, according to the law, he is obligated to pay the bride-price or dowry. 

But instead of trying to make it right, he proceeds to kick her out of his home. 

19 Then Tamar put ashes on her head, and tore her robe of many colors that 

[was] on her, and laid her hand on her head and went away crying bitterly.  

I find it interesting that instead of trying to hide what has happened, she openly 

displays that bad things have happened to her. 

Tamar tears her robe – to symbolize the violation of her virginity and honor. – that is 

what the robe represented. 

But also she mourned the fact that her brother had ruined her forever.  

20 And Absalom her brother said to her, "Has Amnon your brother been with 

you? But now hold your peace, my sister. He [is] your brother; do not take this 

thing to heart." So Tamar remained desolate in her brother Absalom's house.  
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Verse 20 is a very intriguing and sad verse. 

Absalom finds her sister crying and mourning and knows exactly what had happened 

to her – and he does absolutely nothing on her behalf. 

In fact, he pretty much tells Tamar to be quiet and live in shame for the rest of her life. 

You see, what Absalom is about to do in the next few verses has nothing to do with 

avenging what happened to his sister –  

Many people mistakenly think that Absalom is sticking up for her sister – but he is not. 

He is using what happened to her sister as an opportunity to get something that was 

not his – and that was that he wanted to be the crown prince. 

21 But when King David heard of all these things, he was very angry.  

David gets word of what Amnon has done to Tamar – he is angry but notice that he 

doesn’t do anything – 

Why? 

I believe that the reason he didn’t do anything was because of what had happened a 

few years earlier when he committed adultery with Bathsheba and then tried to cover 

up his sin by murdering Uriah. 

David felt that he didn’t have the right to address Amnon’s sin after what he had done. 
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He felt condemnation –  

But David was already forgiven by God – even though he failed, he still had the 

responsibility to act. 

We will see that his inaction will bring about a simmering bitterness in Absalom. 

22 And Absalom spoke to his brother Amnon neither good nor bad. For Absalom 

hated Amnon, because he had forced his sister Tamar. 23 And it came to pass, 

after two full years, that Absalom had sheepshearers in Baal Hazor, which [is] 

near Ephraim; so Absalom invited all the king's sons.  

For two long years, Absalom grew bitter and bitter – he didn’t speak to Amnon at all 

and waited for the perfect opportunity to make his move. 

We see a lot of similarities here between Amnon’s lust over Tamar and Absalom’s hate 

over Amnon. 

24 Then Absalom came to the king and said, "Kindly note, your servant has 

sheepshearers; please, let the king and his servants go with your servant." 25 

But the king said to Absalom, "No, my son, let us not all go now, lest we be a 

burden to you." Then he urged him, but he would not go; and he blessed him.  26 

Then Absalom said, "If not, please let my brother Amnon go with us." And the 

king said to him, "Why should he go with you?" 

Sheep shearing time was a festive time in Israel. 
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This is where most of the people would make their money –  

So Absalom decides to use this this time as a cover for what he is about to do. 

So first - Absalom invited his father to go with him – but he knows that David is going to 

decline. 

Then Absalom asks his dad to allow him to take Amnon -  

And David begins to smell something fishy going on – why would Absalom ask to take 

Amnon – the person he hasn’t spoken to in two years. 

27 But Absalom urged him; so he let Amnon and all the king's sons go with him.  

So here in verse 27, we see Absalom doing the same thing that Amnon did earlier in 

our text – they are both playing David. 

Amnon played David in order to get Tamar to come to him 

Now, Absalom is playing David to get Amnon to go with him. 

28 Now Absalom had commanded his servants, saying, "Watch now, when 

Amnon's heart is merry with wine, and when I say to you, 'Strike Amnon!' then 

kill him. Do not be afraid. Have I not commanded you? Be courageous and 

valiant." 29 So the servants of Absalom did to Amnon as Absalom had 

commanded. Then all the king's sons arose, and each one got on his mule and 

fled.  
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Just like Amnon had everything planned out when he raped Tamar – Absalom had 

every detail planned out on how he was going to kill Amnon. 

Guys, I am going to get Amnon drunk – when I give the signal – kill him. 

30 And it came to pass, while they were on the way, that news came to David, 

saying, "Absalom has killed all the king's sons, and not one of them is left!" 31 

So the king arose and tore his garments and lay on the ground, and all his 

servants stood by with their clothes torn.  

So David receives a bit of misinformation here. 

News is brought to him that Absalom has killed all of his sons –  

I believe that this misinformation could have come from Absalom himself – 

Absalom wanted David to initially think that all of his sons were killed – and then we he 

finds out that it was only Amnon, he wouldn’t feel as bad as Amnon probably had it 

coming to him for what he did to Tamar.  

So Absalom is playing David once again. 

32 Then Jonadab the son of Shimeah, David's brother, answered and said, "Let 

not my lord suppose they have killed all the young men, the king's sons, for only 

Amnon is dead. For by the command of Absalom this has been determined from 

the day that he forced his sister Tamar. 33 "Now therefore, let not my lord the 
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king take the thing to his heart, to think that all the king's sons are dead. For 

only Amnon is dead."  

Jonadab then tells David that not all of his sons are dead only Amnon –  

How did he know that Amnon was the only one that was dead – because it was his 

own wicked advice that led Amnon to rape his sister and then led Absalom to murder 

him. 

As wicked as Amnon and Absalom are in this chapter – I think that Jonadab is the 

most wicked of them all. 

34 Then Absalom fled. And the young man who was keeping watch lifted his 

eyes and looked, and there, many people were coming from the road on the 

hillside behind him. 35 And Jonadab said to the king, "Look, the king's sons are 

coming; as your servant said, so it is." 36 So it was, as soon as he had finished 

speaking, that the king's sons indeed came, and they lifted up their voice and 

wept. Also the king and all his servants wept very bitterly.  

It was a sad day in Israel as the crown prince was dead – 

But church, this could have been prevented if David had corrected Amnon for what he 

did and diffused the situation. 

37 But Absalom fled and went to Talmai the son of Ammihud, king of Geshur. 

And [David] mourned for his son every day. 38 So Absalom fled and went to 
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Geshur, and was there three years. 39 And King David longed to go to Absalom. 

For he had been comforted concerning Amnon, because he was dead. 

Absalom flees to the nation where his mother was from. 

He goes to grandpa’s house to get away from any correction. 

And he stayed there for three years – in those three years, the sting of Amnon’s death 

had subsided and David begins to miss Absalom choosing to forget what he has done. 

And in the same way that David failed to correct Amnon – we will see him fail to correct 

Absalom – we will see this next week. 

Church, there is a reason that Amnon and Absalom acted this way – they learned from 

watching their father. 

David committed adultery against Bathsheba – Amnon raped her sister 

David murdered Uriah – Absalom murdered Amnon. 

And all of this began because David made the decision to fulfill his desires instead of 

fulfilling what God desired for him. 

May we learn from these examples church –  

Let’s pray… 


