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Bibles??? 

The Word of God is the Absolute Truth and the Final Authority 

Turn your bibles to 1 Timothy 5 

We are only going to go over the first 16 verses. 

We will finish up chapter five next week. Lord willing. 

In our test this morning, Paul is going to provide Timothy with the instructions on how 

we are to treat one another. 

Let’s pray… 

[1Ti 5:1-16 NKJV] 1 Do not rebuke an older man, but exhort [him] as a father, 

younger men as brothers, 2 older women as mothers, younger women as sisters, 

with all purity.  

Let’s talk about sheep – 

In every flock of sheep, there are some who are bent on wandering from the fold. 

Even though the shepherd is there to guide them to greener pastures and there to 

protect them from savage wolves – some sheep are determined to go off on their own. 

And these sheep become a continual source of anxiety and grief to the shepherd. 
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Every time the shepherd counts his sheep, he expects to come up short because he 

knows that Wandering Willie and Wandering Wilma have gone off on their own and 

have probably gotten themselves into some kind of trouble. 

Some of the sheep however, don’t have an issue with wandering – they have an issue 

with butting – they make it their goal to show their superiority to the rest of the flock 

and one of the things that they will do is, they will lower their heads and ram into the 

sides of the sheep that they feel are not giving them the respect they deserve. 

So in order to break these errant sheep of their anti-social behavior, the shepherd will 

often show special attention to them, he will use his staff to poke them; he will call out 

their name in a stern voice, letting them know what they’re doing is displeasing to him. 

That is the way they shepherd corrects his sheep. 

Well, sometimes the pastor of the flock of God has to do the same with his people-

sheep. 

He has to issue a word of rebuke, telling the errant that they’re getting off track. 

Here Paul tells Timothy how he is to go about rebuking different groups of people in 

the church. 

There isn’t a single person here today or a single person in any church who doesn’t fall 

into one of these groups – and the common thread to all of them is that Timothy is to 

treat everyone as a member of his FAMILY! 
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Older men 

Paul says that when Timothy has to rebuke a man who is older, meaning, someone 

significantly older, we would read this as senior men – then he is to exhort him as he 

would his own father. 

I like the NLT – (verse 1) 

Never speak harshly to an older man, but appeal to him respectfully as you 

would to your own father. 

Timothy – when you correct the old men, speak to them in the same way you would 

speak to your father. 

This doesn’t mean that we must treat them as if they are correct 100% of the time or 

we don’t every say anything contradictory to them. 

If they are to be corrected, treat them with honor and respect. 

We all know the commandment – Honor your father and your mother – 

However, the thing that we often overlook is the promise associated with the keeping 

of the this commandment. 

This is the first commandment with a promise - 

[Exo 20:12 NKJV] 12 "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be 

long upon the land which the LORD your God is giving you. 
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In other words, God promised to bless the obedient child. 

I had you make a note of the word rebuke and exhort. 

The word rebuke is a strong word – it means challenging certain behavior and pointing 

out its error. 

The word exhort / exhortation is also a word that speaks of correction, but it is a much 

gentler word. 

Here is the difference church – 

Rebuke carries a negative connotation of just pointing out error, while exhortation is a 

positive word that speaks more of pointing out the right path. 

Paul is saying that there’s room to “exhort” them, to come alongside them and give 

them a “nudge” toward the right path. 

Don’t just beat them with your staff and allow them to figure it out on their own. 

Younger men 

When he exhorts a younger man, it should be with the kind of compassionate care and 

concern for restoration he would speak to his own brother. 

Treat them as equals – not looking down on them, treating them like babies or treating 

them like they are inferior, simply because of their youth. 
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Older women and younger woman 

When Timothy was to exhort one of the senior women, it ought to be with the 

tenderness and caution he would show his own mother. 

And when he has to speak a word of correction to one of the younger women in the 

church, it needs to be with the protective concern he would show to his own sister. 

Church, as the children of God who all share the same spiritual Father, we are indeed 

brothers and sisters in Christ. 

It ought to be the norm for the way we treat one another that we are family. 

That means we show genuine warmth and care for each other. 

It means that we greet one another sincerely, instead of just walking by each other 

pretending the other person isn’t there. 

It means we defer to each other and show a tough-minded kind of loyalty to one 

another. 

We defend each other’s dignity and urge one another on to success in the things of the 

Spirit. 

We are family!!! 

3 Honor widows who are really widows.  
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When Paul writes this letter to Timothy, there were two classes of people that were at 

the bottom of the social economic ladder: widows and orphans 

During this time, there was no social security, no government welfare and men were 

the only ones that were allowed to work – so when a woman’s husband died – she had 

to depend on her children, if she had any or on some type of charity. 

Along came the church –  

Men and women who had been touched by the grace of God – saved when they were 

worthless, loved when they were undeserving. 

They had been so impacted by God’s love that they knew they needed to pass that 

same kind of grace on to others. 

In fact, James summed it up like this in his epistle - 

[Jas 1:27 NKJV] 27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: 

to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, [and] to keep oneself unspotted 

from the world. 

So the early church helped widows. 

They gave them food (Acts 6 and assisted in their financial needs) 
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So what Paul does here – is he is going to redefine the definition of a “widow” for 

Timothy and the church so that they can provide assistance to those that really need 

assistance.  

4 But if any widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to show 

piety at home and to repay their parents; for this is good and acceptable before 

God.  

Paul is saying that if a woman’s husband dies but she has adult children or 

grandchildren with whom she can live and be supported by, then it’s those children 

who are obligated to take care of her – and not the church. 

Their care for her is repayment of all the years she took care of them. 

And by taking care, I mean providing the basic necessities. Roof, food and clothing. 

Sometimes people don’t want to ask their family for help, yet in God’s sight, He would 

rather that the family be the first place we go to for help. 

Sometimes people are too proud to ask their family for help, but I wonder if sometimes 

our financial hardships are the very things that God wants to use to help repair 

families, to force them to work together and take care of each other. 

This is what we are to “learn” – to take care of each other. 
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5 Now she who is really a widow, and left alone, trusts in God and continues in 

supplications and prayers night and day. 6 But she who lives in pleasure is dead 

while she lives. 7 And these things command, that they may be blameless.  

Here Paul provides the qualifications that the church should use in helping out a real 

widow. 

Left alone – she has no one to care for her. 

Trusts in God – the word that is used here for trusts is “to hopefully trust in” It’s in the 

“perfect” tense. She has hoped and trusted in God in the past and continues to trust in 

God. 

Continues in supplications and prayer – because the church will be supporting her, 

then she will serve the church in some way and that may be praying for the church. 

And we have a perfect example of an individual who did this in Luke 2 - 

[Luk 2:36-38 NKJV] 36 Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of 

Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, and had lived with a 

husband seven years from her virginity; 37 and this woman [was] a widow of 

about eighty-four years, who did not depart from the temple, but served [God] 

with fastings and prayers night and day. 38 And coming in that instant she gave 

thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who looked for redemption in 

Jerusalem. 
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Paul is saying that the widow can either give herself to the ministry of prayer or she 

can live for herself and finish off her days on earth in the pursuit of nothing more than 

pleasure. 

If she lives for nothing more than selfish pleasure, and isn’t accomplishing anything 

beyond her own fun, then she’s as good as dead as far as usefulness is concerned – 

this is what Paul means in verse 6 – it is important that we read it in context because I 

have seen many take it out of context – it applies to the selfish lifestyle of a self-

indulgent individual – and Paul says that the church is not on the hoof to support them. 

8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his 

household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.  

Here is another verse that I have seen taken out of context. 

First of all, Paul is not speaking of those who CANNOT provide for their own because 

of some disability or circumstances beyond his or her control. 

He is speaking of those who have the wherewithal to provide for their family, including 

their elderly mother or father or grandmother or grandfather, but they neglect them. 

Here is an example – 

I have an elderly mother or grandmother who has needs. She is in poor health, she is 

barely getting by. 
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And as a believer in Christ, I send her a text once a week, I invite her to church every 

Easter, take her out to breakfast on her birthday, give her a bible and tell her to read it 

and send her a Christmas card every year. 

I have other siblings who are all nonbelievers, they live about the same distance from 

my elderly mother or grandmother as I do – they mow her lawn, they pick up her 

medication and make sure she takes it every morning, they pick up groceries for her, 

they pay for her heating bill in the winter and make sure she has meals to eat. 

Paul would first say that my religion is empty (I think I am doing good – inviting her to 

church, giving her a bible) no, no, no - my religion is dead. And then he would say that 

I am worse than an unbeliever because I have abandoned the needs of my family – I 

have denied the faith since I have failed to do what my faith calls me to do. 

9 Do not let a widow under sixty years old be taken into the number, [and not 

unless] she has been the wife of one man, 10 well reported for good works: if 

she has brought up children, if she has lodged strangers, if she has washed the 

saints' feet, if she has relieved the afflicted, if she has diligently followed every 

good work.  

Once again, Paul provides a set of guidelines for the church to follow on who are they 

to provide help for. 
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The widow has to > 60 years old – this doesn’t mean if a widow shows up when she is 

42 years old, they the church is to tell her to come back in 18 years. 

We don’t point to 1 Timothy 5 and tell her – sorry, Paul says we can’t help. 

The idea here is that someone under 60 could still support themselves or get 

remarried. 

Wife of one man – here we have the same phraseology that we saw back in chapter 

three regarding the qualifications of the elders and deacons – husbands of one wife. 

The issue here is loyalty – she needs to be a person of godly character and have a 

testimony to marital fidelity as opposed to someone who changed husbands every five 

years. 

She has brought up children – this doesn’t mean that having children was a 

requirement for the church to help them.  

One of the things that was very common during this time was the practice of 

abandoning babies in the streets. 

That was their way of practicing infanticide or killing unwanted babies. 

The babies would then succumb to the elements or be eaten by wild animals. 

And one of the things that the early church was known for was that they would go 

around and pick up the babies and care for them and raise them. 
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So it was not uncommon for many in the church to be raising children that had been 

abandoned in the streets. 

Therefore someone who couldn’t have children of her own – would have had ample of 

opportunity to raise children. 

Again, it points to her character – and to her serving others. 

11 But refuse [the] younger widows; for when they have begun to grow wanton 

against Christ, they desire to marry, 12 having condemnation because they have 

cast off their first faith. 13 And besides they learn [to be] idle, wandering about 

from house to house, and not only idle but also gossips and busybodies, saying 

things which they ought not.  

Timothy was to encourage the church to NOT help the widows who were too young, 

perhaps those younger than sixty. 

Why? 

Well Paul provides a few reasons here. 

Initially, the young widow may desire to live a life dedicated to the ministry while being 

supported by the church –  
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If the church was going to support you, you would pledge to support the church in 

return – we saw that earlier where it says that they were to dedicate themselves to 

prayers and supplication day and night. 

But then time would pass and the widow would have second thoughts and then want to 

remarry again. 

Paul is not saying that it’s not wrong for the widow to want to get married, it’s only 

wrong if they’ve made a lifelong pledge to stay unmarried and then turn around and 

break their pledge. 

Another reason that Paul gives for not taking younger widows is that that if the church 

supports them, it would lead many of them to become idle –  

They are going to have too much time on their hands and resort to gossiping and 

causing trouble within the church. 

I want to make it clear that idleness is not exclusive to women it applies to all believers. 

Turn with me to 2 Thess 3 

[2Th 3:6-12 NKJV] 6 But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not 

according to the tradition which he received from us. 7 For you yourselves know 

how you ought to follow us, for we were not disorderly among you; 8 nor did we 

eat anyone's bread free of charge, but worked with labor and toil night and day, 
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that we might not be a burden to any of you, 9 not because we do not have 

authority, but to make ourselves an example of how you should follow us. 10 For 

even when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not work, 

neither shall he eat. 11 For we hear that there are some who walk among you in a 

disorderly manner, not working at all, but are busybodies. 12 Now those who are 

such we command and exhort through our Lord Jesus Christ that they work in 

quietness and eat their own bread. 

The word disorderly here, is the same word that Paul uses for idleness. 

Idleness leads to trouble… 

Think about what David was doing on the roof of the palace? 

He should have been leading his troops – but instead, he was idle – and that is when 

he lays eyes on Bathsheba. 

14 Therefore I desire that [the] younger [widows] marry, bear children, manage 

the house, give no opportunity to the adversary to speak reproachfully. 15 For 

some have already turned aside after Satan. If the younger widow remarries, and 

becomes busy having children and managing her house – there will be no time for 

idleness. 

No time for idleness means no time for gossiping and talking behind peoples back. 

No opportunity for Satan to accuse the church. 
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16 If any believing man or woman has widows, let them relieve them, and do not 

let the church be burdened, that it may relieve those who are really widows. 

The question we have to ask ourselves this morning is –to help or not to help. 

As believers we are faced with the responsibility of learning to pay attention to the 

Spirit’s leading when it comes to helping people in need. 

We want to be sure to help when we’re supposed to. 

[Pro 3:27 NKJV] 27 Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, When it 

is in the power of your hand to do [so]. 

[Mat 25:37-40 NKJV] 37 "Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when 

did we see You hungry and feed [You], or thirsty and give [You] drink? 38 'When 

did we see You a stranger and take [You] in, or naked and clothe [You]? 39 'Or 

when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?' 40 "And the King will 

answer and say to them, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did [it] to one 

of the least of these My brethren, you did [it] to Me.' 

I know of a pastor – and he says that there are times when someone comes up to him 

(people he has never seen) after the service and tell him that he is down on his luck 

and asks him for $50. 

And the pastor says – ok, I will give you the $50 but I want to pray for you. After all, no 

one is going to turn down prayer. 
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So he says he prays a prayer like this, 

Heavenly Father, I lift up this young man and his situation 

You know whether he is being truthful or if he is being deceitful, 

And if he is being sincere in his need, I pray that you will bless these $50 and meet his 

needs. 

But if he is being insincere, I pray that these $50 will be a curse on him. 

And the pastor said that there has been only one occasion when the person refused to 

take the money after he prayed for them. 

I had an individual call me about two weeks ago – and they stated that they were at the 

McDonalds on Mariposa Rd and he was a missionary on from somewhere up in 

Washington and going to Mexico and he needed money to continue his trip. 

Church, sometimes the worst thing that we can do is to give someone money. 

That’s what this passage has taught us – that some people will allow Satan a foothold 

in their life because they no longer need to work hard or trust in God for their needs. 

It would be easy to just cut a check or hand cash to these people and hurry them on 

their way. 

But we feel a great responsibility to be good stewards with what the Lord gives through 

the faithful and generous giving of His people. 
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Sometimes money isn’t what people need. 

When Peter and John met the lame man at the gate of the Temple, they didn’t have 

what the guy was asking for. He was asking for “alms”, for money. 

(Acts 3:6 NKJV) Then Peter said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do 

have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.” 

May God give us the wisdom to know how the best way is to help. 


