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Bibles??? 

The Word of God is the Absolute Truth and the Final Authority 

Turn your bibles with me to Judges 3 

We are going to continue our verse by verse study through the book of Judges 

And for the last two weeks, as we have looked at ch 1-2, the writer of the book of 

Judges has provided us with an introduction on the failure of the Children of Israel to 

completely conquer the entire land that God had promised them. 

So they failed in warfare – because they compromised 

But also, we saw last week that they failed in spiritual warfare because they turned to 

idolatry – they played the harlot with other gods – Baal and Ashtoreth. 

So even though they were unfaithful to God – to the One who delivered them out of 

Egypt. 

God continued to be faithful – and showed them grace by rising up these judges that 

not only would deliver them from their oppressors and rule over them, they were 

tasked to turn the Children of Israel back to the Lord. 

So, here in chapter 3, we finally get to the first group of Judges. 

We are going to be looking at Othniel, Ehud, and Shamgar 
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And remember, I have told you to read ahead to see if you could see their weaknesses 

– I think this is where we get the application for our lives. 

Not only will we see God’s grace and love to His people but also we will see that God 

can use anyone. 

Let’s pray… 

[Jdg 3:1-31 NKJV] 1 Now these [are] the nations which the LORD left, that He 

might test Israel by them, [that is], all who had not known any of the wars in 

Canaan 2 ([this was] only so that the generations of the children of Israel might 

be taught to know war, at least those who had not formerly known it),  

One of the verses we looked at last week was the covenant that God made with the 

Children of Israel as they were making their way through the wilderness. 

And the covenant stated that God would deliver all the ites to them. 

He said He would send hornets before them and them – all they had to do was take 

those steps of faith. 

And as we have seen from ch 1,2 – they failed to take those steps in faith. 

They chose to compromise, they chose to be content with what they had instead of 

being content with what God wanted them to have. 

Instead of conquering the enemy – they chose to embrace the enemy 
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He left the ites in the land in order to test them. This wasn’t a test so that God would 

know where they stand – He already knew – He knows all things. 

This was a test to reveal their hearts. 

The Children of Israel chose the Canaanite life, so God let them experience it, and part 

of that experience included being victimized by it. 

3 [namely], five lords of the Philistines, all the Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the 

Hivites who dwelt in Mount Lebanon, from Mount Baal Hermon to the entrance of 

Hamath. 4 And they were [left, that He might] test Israel by them, to know 

whether they would obey the commandments of the LORD, which He had 

commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses. 5 Thus the children of Israel 

dwelt among the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the 

Hivites, and the Jebusites. 6 And they took their daughters to be their wives, and 

gave their daughters to their sons; and they served their gods.  

So, here we see that God left every region of the land with these ites – 

The Philistines were in the south along the coast. 

The Canaanites were scattered throughout the entire land. 

The Sidonians were to the north. 

The Hivites were  to the northeast northeast 
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And God left them there to test them – and guess what, they got a big fat “F” on their 

test 

Their failure followed a progression. First, they "dwelt among" their enemies, rather 

than rising-up to drive them out. 

Second, "they took their daughters to be their wives," a thing strictly forbidden by God's 

Law. 

And the reason it was forbidden was because they would turn them away from 

following the Lord, to serve other gods. King Solomon was a perfect example of this. 

7 So the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD. They forgot the LORD 

their God, and served the Baals and Asherahs.  

They "forgot the Lord their God."  

Church, how do people forget God? 

It’s not that hard -  

Here are four examples from the Bible of how we forget God: 

1. We can forget God by ignoring His past works for us:  

[Deu 6:12 NKJV] 12 "[then] beware, lest you forget the LORD who brought 

you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage. 

2. We can forget God by believing lies instead of the Word of God:  
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[Jer 13:25 NKJV] 25 This is your lot, The portion of your measures from 

Me," says the LORD, "Because you have forgotten Me And trusted in 

falsehood. What are the false hoods that cause people to forget God – self and 

their secret idols they place their trust in. 

3. We can forget God by going after other gods:  

[Hos 2:13 NKJV] 13 I will punish her For the days of the Baals to which she 

burned incense. She decked herself with her earrings and jewelry, And 

went after her lovers; But Me she forgot," says the LORD. 

4. We can forget God when we are satisfied with material prosperity:  

[Hos 13:6 NKJV] 6 When they had pasture, they were filled; They were filled 

and their heart was exalted; Therefore they forgot Me. “All my bills are paid, 

got a good job – I don’t need to set time for the Lord because I have it all figured 

out.” 

8 Therefore the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and He sold them into 

the hand of Cushan-Rishathaim king of Mesopotamia; and the children of Israel 

served Cushan-Rishathaim eight years. 9 When the children of Israel cried out to 

the LORD, the LORD raised up a deliverer for the children of Israel, who 

delivered them: Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother.  

The Children of Israel forgot God, they were worshipping Baal and Asheroth and the 

Lord uses the King of Mesopotamia to oppress the Children of Israel. 
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Now, I asked you to make a note that this king ruled over them for 8 years. 

Why did it take eight years for the Children of Israel to cry out to God??? 

Why not do it the very day that the king of Mesopotamia walked into the land? 

Turn to 2 Cor 7 

[2Co 7:10 NKJV] 10 For godly sorrow produces repentance [leading] to salvation, 

not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death. 

Salvation comes only to the repentant, not the regretful 

Godly sorrow is a sadness over having sinned against God. 

Worldly sorrow is nothing more than regret for getting the consequences of sin. 

I talked last weeks about the people on “cops” feeling sorry that they got caught 

That is what the happened to the Children of Israel – they were only sorry that their 

action resulted in the oppression. 

It wasn’t until she admitted her real error, turning away from God, that the Lord sent 

deliverance. 

And that deliverance was through – Othniel. 

Now, we met Othniel back in chapter 1, he was Caleb’s nephew and son-in-law. 
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10 The Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he judged Israel. He went out to 

war, and the LORD delivered Cushan-Rishathaim king of Mesopotamia into his 

hand; and his hand prevailed over Cushan-Rishathaim.  

So God raised up Othniel, and verse 10 tells us that the Lord delivered the king of 

Mesopotamia into his hands. 

Now, I know what you are thinking – pastor said there was a weakness in all the 

judges. 

Where is Othniel’s? 

Good question? 

Now, did Othniel defeat the King of Mesopotamia because he was experienced 

warrior, who came from a pedigree of men that were faithful to the Lord? No 

The only reason that deliverance came to Children of Israel was because the Spirit of 

the Lord came upon Othniel. 

Zech 4:6b ‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ Says the LORD of hosts. 

Not only did Othniel deliver the Children of Israel – he also judged them - The idea is 

that he brought repentance to the nation.  

He cleansed the nation of its idolatry. He got the nation back on track spiritually. 
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11 So the land had rest for forty years. Then Othniel the son of Kenaz died. 12 

And the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the LORD. So the LORD 

strengthened Eglon king of Moab against Israel, because they had done evil in 

the sight of the LORD. 13 Then he gathered to himself the people of Ammon and 

Amalek, went and defeated Israel, and took possession of the City of Palms. 14 

So the children of Israel served Eglon king of Moab eighteen years. 15 But when 

the children of Israel cried out to the LORD, the LORD raised up a deliverer for 

them: Ehud the son of Gera, the Benjamite, a left-handed man. By him the 

children of Israel sent tribute to Eglon king of Moab.  

So as soon as Othniel died – the Children of Israel went back to doing what they were 

doing before – doing evil in the sight of the Lord 

So God uses the Ammonites and the Amalekites to oppress the Children of Israel this 

time – and they were oppressed for 18 years – last time it was only 8 years, this time it 

took longer for the Children of Israel to cry out. 

But as soon as they cried out, the Lord raised up the second judge – Ehud, from the 

tribe of Benjamin – and notice that the Holy Spirit wants us to know that he was a left 

handed man. 

In the scriptures, there are only three mentions of left handed individuals 

Here in Judges 3 
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Judges 20 – we are going to find 700 select men who were left handed 

1 Chron 12:2 – a few left handed guys come and help David 

In all three instances, the individuals are from the tribe of Benjamin 

Benjamin, by the way, means son of my right hand.  

So, these guys were left-handed sons-of-my-right-hand. 

Ehud weakness was that he was a lefty living in a right-handed world. 

Swords, shields – everything was made for right handed people. 

16 Now Ehud made himself a dagger (it was double-edged and a cubit in length 

(about 18 inches) and fastened it under his clothes on his right thigh.  

Normally, if you were a right handed person, you would carry your sword or dagger on 

your left thigh 

17 So he brought the tribute to Eglon king of Moab. (Now Eglon [was] a very fat 

man.)  

Ehud brings the taxes of the people to the king 

Now, for the bible to say he was a very fat man – he must have been ginormous. 

18 And when he had finished presenting the tribute, he sent away the people 

who had carried the tribute. 19 But he himself turned back from the stone images 
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that [were] at Gilgal, and said, "I have a secret message for you, O king." He 

said, "Keep silence!" And all who attended him went out from him.  

Ehud tells the king that he has a secret message for him – and the king tells everyone 

to leave the room. 

This part is cool – so pay attention. 

20 So Ehud came to him (now he was sitting upstairs in his cool private 

chamber). Then Ehud said, "I have a message from God for you." So he arose 

from [his] seat. 21 Then Ehud reached with his left hand, took the dagger from 

his right thigh, and thrust it into his belly. 22 Even the hilt went in after the blade, 

and the fat closed over the blade, for he did not draw the dagger out of his belly; 

and his entrails came out.  

So Ehud delivers the message from God – he stabbed the King of Moab with his 

dagger and thrust the dagger so far in that the handle went in and his guts poured out. 

23 Then Ehud went out through the porch and shut the doors of the upper room 

behind him and locked them. 24 When he had gone out, [Eglon's] servants came 

to look, and [to their] surprise, the doors of the upper room were locked. So they 

said, "He is probably attending to his needs in the cool chamber." 25 So they 

waited till they were embarrassed, and still he had not opened the doors of the 
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upper room. Therefore they took the key and opened [them]. And there was their 

master, fallen dead on the floor.  

The king’s servants – they think that the king is pooping 

And even though he has been there for a while, they don’t want to knock – they don’t 

want to disturb him  

And after a while, they finally open the door and they find there king on the floor. 

26 But Ehud had escaped while they delayed, and passed beyond the stone 

images and escaped to Seirah. 27 And it happened, when he arrived, that he 

blew the trumpet in the mountains of Ephraim, and the children of Israel went 

down with him from the mountains; and he led them. 28 Then he said to them, 

"Follow [me], for the LORD has delivered your enemies the Moabites into your 

hand." So they went down after him, seized the fords of the Jordan leading to 

Moab, and did not allow anyone to cross over.  

Earlier in the study, I had you make note of the City of Palms (vs 13) 

That is where the Moabite king had set up his headquarter in the Promised Land (this 

was near the city of Jericho) 

When Ehud kills the king, he runs out and gathers the Children of Israel – when the 

Moabites realize that their king is dead, they are going to make a run back to Moab – 

across the Jordan river. 



12 

 

 

So Ehud and the Children of Israel seize the fords – no, not their cars – but the place 

along the river where they could easily cross.  

Remember there were no bridges at this time. 

So they sit there waiting for the guys to cross. 

29 And at that time they killed about ten thousand men of Moab, all stout men of 

valor; not a man escaped. 30 So Moab was subdued that day under the hand of 

Israel. And the land had rest for eighty years.  

So we see what happens when the people turn and listen to the Lord. 

Conquest was as easy as breathing when they turned to God. 

Now, regarding Ehud – the scriptures do not tell us that the Spirit came upon him – 

however, it is clearly implied. 

What Ehud adds to our understanding of being God's hero is that the Lord prefers to 

work through our weaknesses, not our strengths. 

He was left handed, it was a disadvantage, a disability. 

Many times, we think we can’t serve God because we feel we have a disability. 

God can’t use me because of my past 

God can’t use me because I am too shy 
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God can’t use me because I am too old or too young or don’t know how to talk. 

Here is the thing church – 

God is glorified; He is magnified; when His strength is seen against the backdrop of our 

weakness. 

A weak, but Spirit-filled believer is God's preferred hero. You and I certainly qualify. 

And now, we come to our final judge – this guy is so cool – he only needs one verse. 

31 After him was Shamgar the son of Anath, who killed six hundred men of the 

Philistines with an ox goad; and he also delivered Israel. 

Shamgar is the 3rd judge that God raised. 

His name means “Sword” 

And verse 31 tells us that he goes Jackie Chan on the Phillistines with the stick that the 

people used to poke the ox. 

We don't know if he was a farmer, familiar with ox goads; or a soldier who improvised 

weapons. 

We don't know if he "killed six hundred" Philistines at one time, or over his career. 

Perhaps he was plowing with his oxen when the Philistines appeared over the hill.  

And it turned out to be a very bad day for them. 
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Here is the thing church – 

Turn back to chapter 1 

[Jdg 1:19 NKJV] 19 So the LORD was with Judah. And they drove out the 

mountaineers, but they could not drive out the inhabitants of the lowland, 

because they had chariots of iron. 

Do you know who were the inhabitants of the lowlands – the Philistines. 

I even made the joke two weeks ago saying that the chariots of iron were God’s 

kryptonite – at least that is what the tribe of Judah believed. 

They had the most advance weaponry of the time – and the Children of Israel only had 

spears (they also had God but they forgot about that…) 

Shamgar looked at their chariots, he looked at their armor (remember, Goliath had 

armor) and he looked at his pointy stick and he realized that he had the advantage 

because God was on His side. 

[Psa 20:7 NKJV] 7 Some [trust] in chariots, and some in horses; But we will 

remember the name of the LORD our God. 

Shamgar used what came to his hand to do a mighty work for God & His people. 

His weakness – all he had was a simple stick 

So, what’s in your hand? 
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What has God called you to do? 

Are you being faithful with it? 

He’s called you to your place because there’s a special mission for you to accomplish 

there no one else can. 

Remember church -  

God uses simple things to accomplish great things. 

Amen 

Let’s pray… 

 

To Receive Christ do the following: 

 

Admit, “I am a sinner.” 

Confess and be willing to turn from your sin. 

Believe, by faith that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross. 

Receive, through prayer, Jesus Christ into your heart and receive eternal life. 
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Dear Lord Jesus, 

I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness. I believe that You died on the 

cross for my sins. Please forgive me for my sins and cleanse me by Your blood. I 

accept You by faith as my personal Lord and Savior. Give me a thirst for Your Word 

and Help me to follow You all of my days. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 

 

[Num 6:24-26 NLT] 24 ' 

May the LORD bless you and protect you.  

May the LORD smile on you and be gracious to you. 

May the LORD show you his favor and give you his peace.' 


