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Bibles??? 

The Word of God is the Absolute Truth and the Final Authority 

Let’s pray… 

A really quick recap of where we are – 

At the end of our study last week – 

We found Apostle Paul – frightened, discouraged and shattered over the two missed 

opportunities he had. 

On the temple mount, he had the opportunity to preach to a Jewish mob that had just 

tried to kill him and things didn’t turn out to good. 

Then, the very next day – as we saw in our study last week, he had the opportunity to 

preach the gospel before the religious Jewish rulers, the Sanhedrin – and he didn’t get 

very far – he was only able to get his opening statement in before he was punched in 

the mouth. 

The Sanhedrin, just like the Jewish mob at the temple mount – had hardened their 

hearts to the gospel. 

And these missed opportunities left Paul devastated in his cell. 

I am done being used by God 
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I am going to live the rest of my life in a cell in Jerusalem. 

He was so devastated that Jesus Christ appears to His discouraged servant and made 

a bold promise to him. 

“Paul, I am not done with you, pack your bags, you are going to preach the gospel in 

Rome.” 

Think about how Paul felt when Jesus encouraged him. 

His heart filled with the promise of God knowing that he was not going to be put on the 

shelf, knowing that he was not disqualified in any way and that God has good things 

ahead of him. 

That is kind of where we left off last week in Jesus comforting Paul. 

And then we get to the very next morning… 

[Act 23:12-35 NKJV] 12 And when it was day, some of the Jews banded together 

and bound themselves under an oath, saying that they would neither eat nor 

drink till they had killed Paul. 13 Now there were more than forty who had formed 

this conspiracy.  

Poor Paul - every time he catches a break, a new danger pops up.  

He’s getting beat to death by the Jewish mob?  

The Roman soldiers rescue him.  
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He’s about to be flogged by the same Roman soldiers?  

His citizenship spares him.  

He’s about to be torn apart again – this time by the religious rulers? He’s yanked out of 

that by the Roman soldiers.  

And now, we’ve got this conspiracy of assassins ready to kill him. 

Over forty men are going to enter into a “fast” where they will not eat any food until 

Paul is dead. 

Why would they make an oath??? 

Why fast? 

Turn with me to 1 Sam 14 

Here in 1 Samuel 14, King Saul and his son Jonathan are doing battle against the 

Philistines 

But look at what happens here staring in verse 24 - 

[1Sa 14:24-29 NKJV] 24 And the men of Israel were distressed that day, for Saul 

had placed the people under oath, saying, "Cursed [is] the man who eats [any] 

food until evening, before I have taken vengeance on my enemies." So none of 

the people tasted food. 25 Now all [the people] of the land came to a forest; and 

there was honey on the ground. 26 And when the people had come into the 
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woods, there was the honey, dripping; but no one put his hand to his mouth, for 

the people feared the oath. 27 But Jonathan had not heard his father charge the 

people with the oath; therefore he stretched out the end of the rod that [was] in 

his hand and dipped it in a honeycomb, and put his hand to his mouth; and his 

countenance brightened. 28 Then one of the people said, "Your father strictly 

charged the people with an oath, saying, 'Cursed [is] the man who eats food this 

day.' " And the people were faint. 29 But Jonathan said, "My father has troubled 

the land. Look now, how my countenance has brightened because I tasted a little 

of this honey. 

Now, there are a few reasons why King Saul errored in forcing his troops to fast. 

One reason was that King Saul didn’t have the authority to place the people under an 

oath – that responsibility belonged to Samuel (the spiritual leader) 

Another reason is that Saul made it all about him. 

His troops had to fast so that he could take vengeance on the enemies. 

But the main reason that Saul errored was that he misused or abused the concept 

about fasting. 

You see, by forcing his troops to the oath, it would make them think that God was 

behind the entire thing. 

The same thing is going on with these assassins 
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By proclaiming an oath to not eat until Paul is killed –  

They think they are actually doing God’s will. 

Jesus warned His disciples 

  [Jhn 16:1-2 NKJV] 1 "These things I have spoken to you, that you should not be 

made to stumble. 2 "They will put you out of the synagogues; yes, the time is 

coming that whoever kills you will think that he offers God service. 

Church, the purpose of fasting is not to get God to do what we want, the purpose of 

fasting is that we learn to deny our fleshly appetites and learn to focus our hearts on 

God. 

14 They came to the chief priests and elders, and said, "We have bound 

ourselves under a great oath that we will eat nothing until we have killed Paul. 15 

"Now you, therefore, together with the council, suggest to the commander that 

he be brought down to you tomorrow, as though you were going to make further 

inquiries concerning him; but we are ready to kill him before he comes near."  

So here we see the plan of the assassins, they are working in cahoots with the 

religious rulers. 

“Send word to the commander that we want to ask Paul more questions – and when 

they bring him in – we will kill him. “ 
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16 So when Paul's sister's son heard of their ambush, he went and entered the 

barracks and told Paul.  

I know what you are thinking. 

I didn’t even know that Paul had a sister 

And I definitely did not know that Paul was an uncle. 

In fact as we study the New Testament, we really don’t get much more insight on 

Paul’s family life. 

We know that from time he wrote his epistles – we know that he was single (1 Cor 7:7) 

Some say that if he indeed was part of the Sanhedrin before the road to Damascus, 

then at some point in his life, he had to have been married – it was a requirement. 

But we don’t know for sure. 

So here, God uses Paul’s nephew – he overhears the plot to kill his uncle – and he 

tells Paul when he goes to see him in jail. 

17 Then Paul called one of the centurions to [him] and said, "Take this young 

man to the commander, for he has something to tell him." 18 So he took him and 

brought [him] to the commander and said, "Paul the prisoner called me to [him] 

and asked [me] to bring this young man to you. He has something to say to 

you." 19 Then the commander took him by the hand, went aside, and asked 
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privately, "What is it that you have to tell me?" 20 And he said, "The Jews have 

agreed to ask that you bring Paul down to the council tomorrow, as though they 

were going to inquire more fully about him. 21 "But do not yield to them, for 

more than forty of them lie in wait for him, men who have bound themselves by 

an oath that they will neither eat nor drink till they have killed him; and now they 

are ready, waiting for the promise from you." 22 So the commander let the young 

man depart, and commanded [him], "Tell no one that you have revealed these 

things to me."  

Church, just because God makes promises and then works out His providence to 

accomplish them doesn’t mean we are excluded from action or participation. 

God could have easily spoken a word and remade reality according to His promises, 

but instead we see His will being accomplished through supernatural and natural 

means. 

First, we see Paul’s nephew was in the right spot at the right time 

Then, we see Paul’s nephew was granted access to go see Paul 

Next, we see that God granted Paul and this young man favor in the eyes of the 

Centurion and the Commander 

The Commander immediately believed this report. He didn’t hesitate or order an 

independent investigation.  
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And it’s a good thing he didn’t. But clearly the Lord was operating in his mind and heart 

to accept the testimony of Paul’s nephew and respond quickly. 

Church, this is God at work 

This is God’s providence in action 

23 And he called for two centurions, saying, "Prepare two hundred soldiers, 

seventy horsemen, and two hundred spearmen to go to Caesarea at the third 

hour of the night; 24 "and provide mounts to set Paul on, and bring [him] safely 

to Felix the governor."  

Here we see God’s providence again. 

Paul was outnumbered 40 – 1 before. 

And here we see God change those numbers to Paul’s favor 

470 Roman soldiers are going to give Paul an escort and provide security against the 

40 assassins 

And not only that – Paul is going to get to ride a horse as well. 

25 He wrote a letter in the following manner: 26 Claudius Lysias, To the most 

excellent governor Felix: Greetings. 27 This man was seized by the Jews and 

was about to be killed by them. Coming with the troops I rescued him, having 

learned that he was a Roman.  
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I had you make a note at the beginning of verse 25 where it states that Claudius Lysias 

wrote a letter in the following manner… 

And the reason I had you make a note of it is because I find it interesting that Luke 

records for us what was written in the letter verbatim (word for word) 

You might say, well - what’s interesting about that??? 

The interesting thing is that Luke never read it. 

It was sent from the commander to Felix 

How did Luke what was in the letter? Divine inspiration 

The Holy Spirit told Luke, by the miracle of revelation, the words of that letter and he 

wrote them down with his own hand. 

That’s inspiration in the Bible. That’s how the whole Bible has been written – the 

inspiration of God; verbal inspiration. 

Something else I want to add is that the letter was most likely written in Latin – so the 

Holy Spirit had to translate it to Luke in the Greek. 

So regarding the letter - 

The commander is stretching the truth a bit. 

He is removing the mistakes that he made and making himself to be the hero. 
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He “rescued” Paul to keep a riot from happening, but he didn’t learn that Paul was a 

Roman until AFTER he had put Paul in chains and was about to have him whipped. 

It looks better if the governor just thinks that Paul had been rescued because he was a 

Roman citizen. 

28 And when I wanted to know the reason they accused him, I brought him 

before their council. 29 I found out that he was accused concerning questions of 

their law, but had nothing charged against him deserving of death or chains.  

In his letter, Claudius Lysias tells Felix that that the Sanhedrin accused Paul of 

violating Jewish laws – but that he found Paul innocent of breaking any Roman laws. 

There are parallels between what is happening here with Claudius and Pal and what 

happened when Jesus stood before Pilate. 

Because if we look at the conversations that Jesus had with Pilate – 5x’s Pilate makes 

the statement 

“I have found no fault in Him”  

30 And when it was told me that the Jews lay in wait for the man, I sent him 

immediately to you, and also commanded his accusers to state before you the 

charges against him. Farewell.  

Claudius finishes the letter –  
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“I have nothing to lay to his charge. There is no accusation.” 

However, I am sending him to you for his protection. 

What Claudius is ultimately doing here is that he is washing his hands in the entire 

matter. 

He doesn’t want to let Paul go free – because the religious rulers would be upset 

And he can’t take it out on Paul because as a Roman citizen he is entitled to certain 

rights. 

“Felix, you take care of it” 

31 Then the soldiers, as they were commanded, took Paul and brought [him] by 

night to Antipatris. 32 The next day they left the horsemen to go on with him, and 

returned to the barracks 

Claudius had commanded his troops to escort Paul out of Jerusalem at the 3rd hour of 

the night. 

That is 9:00 PM 

So 470 soldiers escort Paul out of Jerusalem under the cover of darkness 

And they travel about 40 miles to Antipatris. 
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When they get to Antipatris, the majority of the soldiers return back to Jerusalem – only 

the 70 cavalry men continue with Paul to Caesarea. 

By the way – as far as the book of Acts is concerned, we have left Jerusalem for the 

last time. 

. 33 When they came to Caesarea and had delivered the letter to the governor, 

they also presented Paul to him. 34 And when the governor had read [it], he 

asked what province he was from. And when he understood that [he was] from 

Cilicia, 35 he said, "I will hear you when your accusers also have come." And he 

commanded him to be kept in Herod's Praetorium. 

In our closing verse, we see more of God’s providence. 

The cavalry presents Felix with the letter and Paul 

And the first thing that Felix asked after reading the letter was – “Where are you from?” 

You see, Paul was born in the right province to be under Felix’s jurisdiction. 

I want you to think about he way God works, within a three day time span, 

Paul has preached before the crowd of Jews at the Temple Mount, before the 

Sanhedrin and is now standing 70 miles away before Felix. 

Things are moving fast 

Now, here is where it gets interesting 
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Why is it that sometimes God moves instantaneously, and sometimes His plan takes 

many years? 

Paul is going to spend the next two years waiting for trials and verdicts. 

Our confidence is that, no matter the situation, God is able to do whatever He has 

promised.  

Not only is He able, He will accomplish it.  

And, whether that accomplishing takes one night or a lifetime, it is clear that God is 

working.  

He busies Himself without rest, without hesitation, without fail on your behalf and mine 

and He invites us to join in with Him.  

He doesn’t need us, but He loves us and brings Himself pleasure and glory by utilizing 

us in His service. 

It is imperative church, that we trust that God’s hand is upon us and that He is working 

all things together for our good. 

The Lord is on the throne and is in control of all things. 

Psalm 27 – David writes - 

[Psa 27:14 NKJV] 14 Wait on the LORD; Be of good courage, And He shall 

strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, on the LORD! 
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Many times we get upset and try to do things because we fail to wait on the Lord and 

we only make matters worse. 

Let God do it, because when He does, it will be done right 

When I interfere, I can create a disaster. 

We may have a general understanding of what God has called us to do, but we usually 

don’t understand the actual processes by which God plans to work out that calling 

This is what makes walking with Jesus Christ so interesting 

 It’s a matter of trust 

It’s a matter of believing that He is able to fulfill His purpose for your life, no matter how 

confusing or difficult the circumstances may be. 

Usually it is not until we look back at our difficulties and our trials that we are able to 

understand how His hand was guiding us. 

It is only then that all those crooked parts of the path make sense, it is only then when 

we will be able to connect all the dots. 

It is only then when the picture will be clear and complete. 

May God help us to have that kind of faith where we wait on the LORD. 

Let’s pray… 
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To Receive Christ do the following: 

 

Admit, “I am a sinner.” 

Confess and be willing to turn from your sin. 

Believe, by faith that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross. 

Receive, through prayer, Jesus Christ into your heart and receive eternal life. 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, 

I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness. I believe that You died on the 

cross for my sins. Please forgive me for my sins and cleanse me by Your blood. I 

accept You by faith as my personal Lord and Savior. Give me a thirst for Your Word 

and Help me to follow You all of my days. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 

 

[Num 6:24-26 NLT] 24 ' 

May the LORD bless you and protect you.  

May the LORD smile on you and be gracious to you. 
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May the LORD show you his favor and give you his peace.' 


