Bibles???

The Word of God is the Absolute Truth and the Final Authority

Turn your bibles with me to Hebrews 10

We are continuing our verse by verse study through the book of Hebrews

A letter that was written to a group of Jewish believers who have embraces their Savior

— their Messiah.

They were following Him wholeheartedly; they had left the old religious system behind

— but then things started to get a little difficult.

They had lost everything for their faith in Jesus

They had lost their family

They had lost their ability to make a living

And so, they were beginning to waver in their faith

They were thinking about going back to Judaism

So the writer of Hebrews — writes this letter to them and makes the biblical case of why

following Jesus and continue abiding in His is the right thing to do.



Let’s pray...

[Heb 10:1-18 NKJV] 1 For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come,
[and] not the very image of the things, can never with these same sacrifices,

which they offer continually year by year, make those who approach perfect.

The writer of Hebrews here is summarizing here what he has already discussed in his

letter.

The law — or the Old Covenant can never make someone perfect

The law or the Old Covenant was incapable of changing anyone

However, the one thing that the law or the Old Covenant was capable of — was to point

out that a change was needed.

That we are in need of a savior.

And the reason was that the sacrificial system was just shadow.

In the same way that the tabernacle was a shadow of the real thing.

And Jesus Christ Himself was the one that cast the shadow

So the sacrifices were a good thing in that they pointed the people to Jesus — they

were simply an inferior picture if what was about to come.



2 For then would they not have ceased to be offered? For the worshipers, once

purified, would have had no more consciousness of sins.

The point that the writer is making here in verse 2 is -

If the Old Testament sacrifices made a person perfect — then they wouldn'’t have to

sacrifice anymore.

But the sacrificial system was only a temporary measure that pointed to Jesus Christ

And because they did this every year - it showed that they still had a consciousness of
sin — meaning, they knew full well that what they were doing was only covering their sin

and therefore they had to do it again and again — on the day of Atonement

3 Butin those [sacrifices there is] a reminder of sins every year. 4 For [it is] not

possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins.

A few weeks ago — in our studies on Wednesday night — we looked at Leviticus 16 —

where we read about the two goats that were used on the Day of Atonement.

That lots were cast and one goat was sacrificed and its blood sprinkled on the mercy

seat by the High Priest

And then the other goat was the scapegoat



After the High Priest would come he would lay both his hands on the head of the live
goat, confess over it all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their

transgressions, concerning all their sins, putting them on the head of the goat,
And then the goat was sent away — it was supposed to be a picture of their sin
And the last thing anyone wanted to see was that goat coming back into town.
And this was replayed year after year -

So then the question is asked? Why did God do it his way?

Because He wanted to show them that the sacrificial system could provide no final

answer or solution for the forgiveness of man’s sin.

God never wanted anyone to come to the wrong conclusion that the keeping of the

Law of Moses or the offering of the sacrifices was going to make us righteous or pure.
It was only temporary

A good illustration to try to grasp this is to think of someone who is suffering from

kidney issues

Every week, they go get their dialysis treatment - which is good — it helps them

continue to live.

But every time they walk into the dialysis center, they were reminded of the condition

that they have.



That was the Old Covenant — that was the sacrificial system = dialysis

However, under the New Covenant — Jesus has completely healed their condition once

and for all — and they no longer have to go to dialysis.

That is the point that the writer is trying to make —

Why are you going back to the law / sacrifices when Jesus has already spiritually

healed you from your terminal condition

Why are you going back to dialysis???

Under the Old Covenant — it was all a reminder of our spiritual condition

However, under the New Covenant — as we partake of communion the first Sunday of

the month —

What is the focus of the Lord’s Supper?

It is not your sin and it is not my sin —

[Luk 22:19 NKJV] 19 And He took bread, gave thanks and broke [it], and gave [it]
to them, saying, "This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance

of Me."

You see the difference?

The OIld Covenant — the focus was on the sin



The New Covenant — the focus is on our Savior

Under the New Covenant — we are able to take our eyes of what we were and what we

still are and we are able to put our eyes upon the Lord

5 Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: "Sacrifice and offering You

did not desire, But a body You have prepared for Me.

The writer of Hebrews is quoting from Psalm 40 now — which is a Psalm of David

speaking prophetically of Jesus Christ

So notice that the “H” in the He’s and the “M” in Me - are capitalized.

So the writer is quoting Jesus using the words of David.

When He came into the world — speaking of His incarnation — speaking of His

conception and then birth in Bethlehem.

And Jesus is speaking these words to God the Father —

"Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, But a body You have prepared for Me.

What He is saying here is — the Old Covenant sacrifices did not fully satisfy God
relating to the complete forgiveness of man’s sin and the reason that they don't is

because they were never intended to.

So the solution was that a body was prepared for God the Son



And that body would one day become a sacrifice and do what the shadows were

incapable of.

6 In burnt offerings and [sacrifices] for sin You had no pleasure. 7 Then | said,
'‘Behold, | have come--In the volume of the book it is written of Me--To do Your
will, O God."'" 8 Previously saying, "Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, and
[offerings] for sin You did not desire, nor had pleasure [in them]" (which are
offered according to the law), 9 then He said, "Behold, | have come to do Your
will, O God." He takes away the first that He may establish the second. 10 By that
will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ

once [for all].

| had you make a note how twice in this section we just read — the writer states that

God had no pleasure in the previous sacrifices.

This doesn’t mean they were wrong.

After all, God did command them.

The point he was making was simply that God had no delight in the sacrifices as mere

acts of ritual.

What He was looking for was obedient and compliant hearts.

And that is exactly what Jesus Christ came to do

He was obedient to the Father’s will



You see church - no amounts of sacrifices could substitute for obedience

God is not interested in our religion

God is not going to love us more because we never missed a Sunday at church or

because we tithed or because we helped out a brother or sister at church

God wants all of us — He wants a relationship with us

And it is out of that relationship — it is through abiding in Him - that leads to obedience

— because we are in one accord.

Jesus provides for us the perfect example

Jesus was fully obedient to the Father’s will

Turn to John 4

Here in John 4 — we have the account of Jesus’ meeting with the Samaritan woman at

the well.

[Jhn 4:27-34 NKJV] 27 And at this [point] His disciples came, and they marveled
that He talked with a woman; yet no one said, “What do You seek?” or, “Why are
You talking with her?” 28 The woman then left her waterpot, went her way into
the city, and said to the men, 29 “Come, see a Man who told me all things that |
ever did. Could this be the Christ?” 30 Then they went out of the city and came

to Him. 31 In the meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 32 But



He said to them, "I have food to eat” of which you do not know." 33 Therefore the
disciples said to one another, “Has anyone brought Him [anything] to eat?” 34
Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish

His work.

In the Garden of Gethsemane -

[Luk 22:42 NKJV] 42 saying, "Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from

Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done."

What was Jesus doing?

The fulfillment of Psalm 40

| am not satisfied with the Old Testament sacrifices for the forgiveness of sins, but
there is One coming, who will inhabit a body, and He will come and do My will and

provide salvation for those who put their faith and trust in Him,

Keep your eyes on Him!

And therefore because of Jesus obedience to the Father’s will — His sacrifice for us on

the cross — ended the Old Covenant and brought forth the New Covenant.

Look at verse 10 again —

10 By that will — that is God’s will of salvation through Jesus



10

we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once

[for all].

That is the salvation that Jesus has provided for us — once for all

No more offering sacrifices

No more following a list of do’s and don’ts

It is by grace through faith in Christ

It is settled

We are seen in His righteousness and not of our own righteousness

And it happened once and for all — because of Christ

11 And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the same
sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But this Man, after He had offered

one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God,

Again — the old sacrifices could only provide a temporary covering for sins — not

remove them.

It was never ending for the priests — they were constantly making sacrifices — they

were constantly working

And in contrast we get to verse 12
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But this Man — speaking of Jesus

He offered Himself one time - the perfect sacrifice forever

He sat down at the right hand of God —

Why did He sit down? Because the work was finished — that is what He cried out on

the cross — It is finished

Jesus after one sacrifice did what no other High Priest ever did after making their

sacrifices — and that was that He sat down and rested

And when you look at the tabernacle or the temple — guess what?

There was no place to rest — no place to sit down because they were always working —

always offering sacrifices.

Jesus offers His life as a sacrifice, and He sits down

He is at rest

And if He is at rest — then — we can be at rest as well

13 from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool.

And Jesus will continue to remain seated at the Father’s right hand until He comes

again to rule and reign for 1000 years.

14 For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.
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Go back to verse 4 again —

| want to show you the contrast

[Heb 10:4 NKJV] 4 For [it is] not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could

take away sins.

But with Jesus’ one offering — He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified

We have received sanctification once-for-all, but we have not achieved it yet. It does
not mean we are now already sinless and perfect, but that Christ has fully earned our

perfection for us which we will receive in glory.

God has predestined us to become conformed to the image of His Son

[Rom 8:28, 30 NKJV] 28 And we know that all things work together for good to
those who love God, to those who are the called according to [His] purpose. ...
30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these

He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.

15 But the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us; for after He had said before, 16 "This
[is] the covenant that | will make with them after those days, says the LORD: |
will put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds | will write them," 17 [then

He adds], "Their sins and their lawless deeds | will remember no more."
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The writer of Hebrews quotes the prophet Jeremiah here and attributes the words to

the Holy Spirit.

This is from Jeremiah 31 where a new covenant is promised — one that will be brought

in and mediated eternally by the Messiah.

It's a new relationship with God not based on external religious rituals but on a new

relationship of the heart

Now, let’s try to put ourselves in the sandals of these Jewish who are hearing the

words from this letter

Under the Old Covenant — they knew that their sin was simply covered at best,
everything about the sacrificial system reminded them about their sin and then they

hear that God remembers their sin no more under the New Covenant —

[Psa 103:12 NKJV] 12 As far as the east is from the west, [So] far has He

removed our transgressions from us.

Because our sins are under His blood, God has forgiven and forgotten all of them.

18 Now where there is remission of these, [there is] no longer an offering for sin.

This is a very important verse for us to remember in our walk.

The word remission means to release from bondage or imprisonment

It means forgiveness or pardon
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Regarding our sins — it means letting them go as if they had never been committed

With the New Covenant, the New Testament, there is complete forgiveness

(remission).

God no longer remembers our sins.

That means there is no longer a need to keep making sacrifices for our sins.

And if there is remission of sins — then there is no need for an offering for our sins

Because Jesus provides the perfect substitute for our sins, the Father

reckons His work sufficient for us.

Therefore, as it says here inv. 18, there is no need for further sacrifices.

Again, basic theology

Jesus Christ died once

And through that one time crucifixion and His ascension into heaven, it is proof positive

that God kept His word

That He will do a work inside of the believer

You see, as believers today — we may not be like these Jewish believers and want to
go back to Jerusalem — but in many ways, we may want or desire to go back to doing

sacrifices.
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God doesn’t want religion —

He wants you and He wants me

He sent Jesus to die for you and for me — not so that we can continue making

sacrifices.

Amen

Let’s pray...

To Receive Christ do the following:

Admit, “| am a sinner.”

Confess and be willing to turn from your sin.

Believe, by faith that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross.

Receive, through prayer, Jesus Christ into your heart and receive eternal life.

Dear Lord Jesus,
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| know that | am a sinner and need Your forgiveness. | believe that You died on the
cross for my sins. Please forgive me for my sins and cleanse me by Your blood. |
accept You by faith as my personal Lord and Savior. Give me a thirst for Your Word

and Help me to follow You all of my days. In Jesus’ name | pray, Amen.

[Num 6:24-26 NLT] 24"

May the LORD bless you and protect you.

May the LORD smile on you and be gracious to you.

May the LORD show you his favor and give you his peace.'



