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Bibles??? 

The Word of God is the Absolute Truth and the Final Authority 

Turn your bibles with me to Acts 7 

We have been looking at how the Holy Spirit worked within the early church. 

How the work of the Holy Spirit was manifested in the lives of the apostles and some of 

the early church servants – like Stephen – 

How the Holy Spirit took this cafeteria worker and empowered him with boldness to be 

able to work wonders, proclaim the work of Jesus Christ upon the cross and also stand 

before the Sanhedrin (the religious rulers) with boldness. 

And we saw that in a good portion in our study last week. 

This evening, Stephen finishes up his history lesson to them and we will see how they 

respond to it. 

Let’s pray… 

[Act 7:44-60 NKJV] 44 "Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the 

wilderness, as He appointed, instructing Moses to make it according to the 

pattern that he had seen, 45 "which our fathers, having received it in turn, also 

brought with Joshua into the land possessed by the Gentiles, whom God drove 

out before the face of our fathers until the days of David, 46 "who found favor 
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before God and asked to find a dwelling for the God of Jacob. 47 "But Solomon 

built Him a house. 48 "However, the Most High does not dwell in temples made 

with hands, as the prophet says: 49 'Heaven [is] My throne, And earth [is] My 

footstool. What house will you build for Me? says the LORD, Or what [is] the 

place of My rest? 50 Has My hand not made all these things?' 51 "[You] stiff-

necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit; 

as your fathers [did], so [do] you. 52 "Which of the prophets did your fathers not 

persecute? And they killed those who foretold the coming of the Just One, of 

whom you now have become the betrayers and murderers, 53 "who have 

received the law by the direction of angels and have not kept [it]." 54 When they 

heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed at him with 

[their] teeth. 55 But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw 

the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, 56 and said, 

"Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand 

of God!" 57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and ran at 

him with one accord; 58 and they cast [him] out of the city and stoned [him]. And 

the witnesses laid down their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 

And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on [God] and saying, "Lord Jesus, 

receive my spirit." 60 Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, 

do not charge them with this sin." And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 
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So, a quick recap of where we stand. 

The Holy Spirit empowered Stephen to do great wonders – there was a synagogue 

that took it upon themselves to challenge the message that Stephen was proclaiming. 

They failed miserably as Stephen mopped the floor with them – so they bring up false 

charges against Stephen. 

They accused him of speaking blasphemies against the temple and the law of Moses. 

So Stephen is standing before the Sanhedrin, the Sanhedrin want him to defend 

himself – to answer the charges that have been brought up against him – and he turns 

around and starts giving them a history lesson. 

Now, the Sanhedrin – they were the religious rulers.  

They knew their history – 

But what Stephen reminds them of – is their history of rejecting those that God has 

sent to deliver them. We saw him give them the examples of Joseph and Moses – who 

both were rejected the first time. 

He also reminds them of their tendency to turn to idolatry. 

Whether it was worshipping any of the pagan gods or worshipping the temple – which 

is what they had been doing for some time.  
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They had confined God to the temple instead of realizing that God was omnipresent – 

He is everywhere at all time. 

And Stephen pointed this out to them through the examples of how God met Abraham 

in Mesopotamia and also how God was with Joseph in Egypt -  

Stephen is going to wrap up his history lesson to the Sanhedrin –  

Let’s look at verse 44. 

[Act 7:44-45 NKJV] 44 “Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the 

wilderness, as He appointed, instructing Moses to make it according to the 

pattern that he had seen, 45 “which our fathers, having received it in turn, also 

brought with Joshua into the land possessed by the Gentiles, whom God drove 

out before the face of our fathers until the days of David, 

So now, Stephen brings up the tabernacle – 

The tabernacle was the tent that God gave instruction for Moses to build.  

 The tabernacle was the tent where the Ark of the Covenant was and where the mercy 

seat was. 

It was supposed to be a pattern of heaven – I kind of went through that when we did 

our study through the book of Exodus. 

However, it was not the tabernacle / the physical tent that was important. 
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What was important was what took place at the tabernacle – and that was communion 

and fellowship with God. 

Something else that Stephen points out to them was that the tabernacle was mobile –  

Wherever the Children of Israel went – they had to take the tabernacle – and this went 

on for forty years and when the Children of Israel finally make it to the Promised Land, 

they continued to have the tabernacle until the temple was built. 

Question – who did God command to build the temple? 

Trick question – God never gave anyone the command to build Him a temple. 

It was David’s idea. 

2 Samuel 7 tells us that David was walking in the palace and saw that he lived in a 

beautiful house but the Ark of the Covenant was still inside of the tent. 

So he tells Nathan about and Nathan says – do it – but then God tells Nathan that 

night that David was not going to be the one who built Him a house. 

– it was going to be his son, Solomon. 

[Act 7:47-50 NKJV] 47 "But Solomon built Him a house. 48 "However, the Most 

High does not dwell in temples made with hands, as the prophet says: 49 

'Heaven [is] My throne, And earth [is] My footstool. What house will you build for 
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Me? says the LORD, Or what [is] the place of My rest? 50 Has My hand not made 

all these things?' 

Stephen in quoting here from Isaiah 66 – 

God is too big and glorious to confine to a temple. 

Even at his dedication of the temple, Solomon recognized how presumptuous it was to 

build a house where God’s presence would be localized. 

Turn with me to 2 Chronicles 2 

[2Ch 2:4-6 NKJV] 4 Behold, I am building a temple for the name of the LORD my 

God, to dedicate [it] to Him, to burn before Him sweet incense, for the continual 

showbread, for the burnt offerings morning and evening, on the Sabbaths, on 

the New Moons, and on the set feasts of the LORD our God. This [is an 

ordinance] forever to Israel. 5 And the temple which I build [will be] great, for our 

God is greater than all gods. 6 But who is able to build Him a temple, since 

heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain Him? Who [am] I then, that I 

should build Him a temple, except to burn sacrifice before Him? 

God is way to glorious and grand to be contained in a structure made with hands, no 

matter how spectacular it is. 

And that is what Stephen is telling the Sanhedrin –  
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“The temple which you worship – that is not God’s actual house.  

It is simply a representation of what the real temple in heaven is – “ 

Stephen is accusing them here of idol worship. 

You have been worshipping the wrong thing – you are not even worshipping God. 

It is at this point that Stephen begins to rebuke the Sanhedrin. 

 [Act 7:51 NKJV] 51 "[You] stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You 

always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers [did], so [do] you. 

I had you make a note of the word stiff-necked. 

Because the word that is used here is one used to describe an ox that refuses to 

respond to correction. 

If I was using my ox to plow my field and I wanted my ox to turn right at the end of my 

field, I would poke it to correct it – with something called a goad – if the ox kept on 

going straight; it was considered a stiff-necked animal. 

It was not performing the task it was intended to do. 

And in the Old Testament, it is a phrase that God uses over and over again to describe 

the Israelites. 

I counted at least 10 times. 
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God made His will clear to the Israelites when He delivered them from Egypt, and 

every time that Israel rebelled against God, when God’s chosen people refused to love 

Him, honor Him, and obey Him, they were not living the purpose for which God chose 

them – therefore, they rejected the goad that God used to redirect them. 

I also had you make a note that Stephen accused them of being uncircumcised in 

heart and ears. 

For the Jew, circumcision was the outward sign that separated them from the gentiles. 

It is something that they took pride upon. 

Stephen accuses them of being just like the gentiles here because they rejected the 

Messiah. 

You might want to write Jeremiah 26 – at the end of verse 51 - 

Because in Jeremiah 26, Jeremiah goes before the people and warns them that the 

Temple and the city would be destroyed and left abandoned because of God’s 

judgment,  

How did the people respond to the message? 

They were ready to kill Jeremiah. 

However, a few wise people intervened and Jeremiah avoided death. 

The same thing is happening here –  
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The Sanhedrin do not like the message that is being told to them – and just like their 

fathers – they want to kill the messenger. 

[Act 7:52-53 NKJV] 52 "Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? 

And they killed those who foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom you now 

have become the betrayers and murderers, 53 "who have received the law by the 

direction of angels and have not kept [it]." 

What Stephen is saying here is that their fathers killed the ones who prophesied of the 

coming Messiah – 

Jewish tradition tells us that King Manasseh – who we will study in a few weeks on 

Sunday morning, he gives the order to kill Isaiah and Isaiah flees and hides inside of a 

hallow tree – and when he is found, they cut the tree in half. 

Hebrews 11 does tell us that some of the prophets were sawn in half.  

So the early Jewish fathers were guilty of killing the messengers bringing the message 

of the Messiah – the Sanhedrin were doing much worse because they were guilty of 

killing the Messiah. 

[Act 7:54 NKJV] 54 When they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and 

they gnashed at him with [their] teeth. 

The Sanhedrin – after Stephen is done giving them the history lesson – they are cut to 

the heart. 
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They were cut to the heart because they were convicted by the Holy Spirit. 

What Stephen had said was utterly true and they saw the truth of it. 

The question is – how do they respond to the conviction. 

Turn back to Acts 2 

Peter gives the first of his sermons – 

We will pick it at the end in verse 36 

[Act 2:36-38 NKJV] 36 "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that 

God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." 37 Now 

when they heard [this], they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest 

of the apostles, "Men [and] brethren, what shall we do?" 38 Then Peter said to 

them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 

for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

So the crowd in chapter two – they respond to the conviction of the Holy Spirit by 

turning to God in repentance and faith. 

The Sanhedrin responds the opposite way. 

They turn from God in rejection and hatred. 

They gnashed their teeth at Stephen like a pack of wild animals. 
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Now, it is important to note, that this behavior is what happens to a person when they 

reject God. 

They begin to act like a wild animal. 

Their lives are reduced to the animal level of mere survival. 

You want proof? 

Turn on the news at night. 

How many times do we hear about stories about how parents neglect their children in 

pursuit of drugs. 

It was just earlier this week that I read about the mother that was arrested for 

manslaughter in California because she left her 3 year old in a hot car while she 

tended a marijuana grow. It was over 100 degrees outside. 

You see church, God created men and women to have a love relationship with Him 

Our humanity is made real and full only when we are in that relationship with our 

Creator. 

if we reject Him and that relationship, we lose the real source and motivation of what 

makes us human 

To reject Christ, is really to reject one’s own humanity because we were created by 

and for Him. 
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[Act 7:55-56 NKJV] 55 But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and 

saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, 56 and said, 

"Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand 

of God!" 

We see verse 55 begin with the word but –  

Luke wants to provide the contrast between the Sanhedrin and Stephen. 

On one side, you had an angry group that was gnashing their teeth and on the other 

side, you had Stephen who is filled with peace and we saw earlier that he had a glow 

that the Sanhedrin saw (the evidence of being filled with the Holy Spirit) 

So as he is surrounded by the Sanhedrin, Stephen – as if he is in the eye of a 

hurricane, looks up and sees a vision of heaven – and notice, he sees Jesus standing 

at the right hand of God. 

1. Why is Jesus standing? All the other verses in the scriptures that speak of Jesus 

at God’s right hand refer to Him as sitting down. 

And He is seated because His work is finished – the sacrifice for sin is complete. 

But Stephen sees Him standing. 

a. Some say that Jesus was standing to welcome Stephen into the glories of 

his reward for his faithful confession – in other words, He was standing to 

welcome Stephen, the first martyr into heaven. 
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b. Others say that Stephen saw Jesus standing because it was at that moment 

that Jesus stood to plead Stephen’s case before God the Father. 

[Mat 10:32 NKJV] 32 "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I 

will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. 

So Stephen is given this vision and then he says it out loud. 

And when he said those words – that is what caused the Sanhedrin to lose it. 

Why? 

Because a few months earlier – Jesus was standing in the same spot after being 

arrested and He said the following, 

[Mat 26:64 NKJV] 64 Jesus said to him, “[It is as] you said. Nevertheless, I say to 

you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, 

and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

It was at that moment that the High Priest tore his clothes, the beat Jesus and they 

take Him to Pilate and have Him crucified. 

And here, one of His followers is telling them that just like Jesus had told them, he 

could see Him at the right hand of God. 

And rather than admit their error of killing Jesus – they decide to get rid of Stephen. 
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[Act 7:57-58 NKJV] 57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears, 

and ran at him with one accord; 58 and they cast [him] out of the city and stoned 

[him]. And the witnesses laid down their clothes at the feet of a young man 

named Saul. 

According to early Jewish writings – stonings were carried out by first dropping 

someone face first from a predetermined height. 

If they survived, heavy stones were dropped on them one by one until they died. 

Their otter garments were often removed so they would be able to cast the stones with 

a stronger force. 

And here we see that those who cast their stones, laid their clothes at the feet of Saul. 

Saul may have not thrown one of the stones but this shows that he approved of the 

stoning. 

[Act 7:59-60 NKJV] 59 And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on [God] and 

saying, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60 Then he knelt down and cried out with 

a loud voice, "Lord, do not charge them with this sin." And when he had said 

this, he fell asleep. 

Stephen’s life ended in the same way that he lived it – by trusting in Jesus Christ. 

That is why he said, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 
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And the last thing he cried out for – was forgiveness for those that were in the process 

of stoning him. 

Just like Jesus Christ prayed for those that crucified Him. 

One of those individuals he prayed for – Saul. 

And as we will see, God will answer Stephen’s prayer. 

Saul’s conversion takes place later on – but heir is no doubt that Stephen planted the 

seed for what is about to happen on the road to Damascus. 

Let’s pray… 

 

To Receive Christ do the following: 

 

Admit, “I am a sinner.” 

Confess and be willing to turn from your sin. 

Believe, by faith that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross. 

Receive, through prayer, Jesus Christ into your heart and receive eternal life. 
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Dear Lord Jesus, 

I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness. I believe that You died on the 

cross for my sins. Please forgive me for my sins and cleanse me by Your blood. I 

accept You by faith as my personal Lord and Savior. Give me a thirst for Your Word 

and Help me to follow You all of my days. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 

 

[Num 6:24-26 NLT] 24 'May the LORD bless you and protect you. 25 May the LORD 

smile on you and be gracious to you. 26 May the LORD show you his favor and give 

you his peace.' 


