Bibles???

The Word of God is the Absolute Truth and the Final Authority

Turn your bibles with me to Matthew 20

We are continuing our verse-by-verse study through Matthew’s account of the life,

death and resurrection of Jesus.

And we find ourselves in the portion of Matthew’s gospel — where Jesus is pouring into

His disciples —

Those men, that He chose, who are going to continue to preach the same message
that Jesus preached, the message of salvation, the message that we all fall short for
the glory of God, the message that we need a change of heart and to do that, we need

of a Savior.

And so one of the things that Jesus has been teaching His disciples is the contrast
between how things operate in the world and how things operate in the kingdom of

heaven.

And one of the ways Jesus does this is through parables.

Jesus was known for using parables as a teaching tool to communicate spiritual truths

to His disciples.



And that is exactly what we are going to be looking at this evening — as we look at one

of my favorite parables — the Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard

Let’'s pray...

Read Text — 1-16

Now before we go into the parable — | want to make sure that we truly understand why

Jesus uses parables to teach spiritual truths to His disciples.

So, the first thing | want us to understand is that a parable is the use of an illustration,

often taken from everyday life, to communicate a deeper moral lesson or spiritual truth.

It is a tool used to get the listener to think and understand.

This is what Jesus is doing here by using this parable

He wants His listeners to think and understand

And in our text this evening as well as many parables that we find in Matthew’s gospel

— the parables focus is on the kingdom of heaven

That phrase — kingdom of heaven — is only used by Matthew

The other gospels — use the phrase, kingdom of God

And really — they are interchangeable.

They refer to the same thing —



A perfect example where we see this is in our study last week — look back at Matthew

19

Remember, Jesus was approached by the rich young ruler —

Jesus revealed the heart of the rich young ruler — as he was possessed by his

possessions.

He loved his possession more than eternal life

He went away sorrowful

And look at verse 23

[Mat 19:23-24 NKJV] 23 Then Jesus said to His disciples, "Assuredly, | say to
you that it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 "And again |
say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a

rich man to enter the kingdom of God."

And so basically what we need to understand when we read about the kingdom of

heaven or the kingdom of God — we need to understand a few basic things

e The first one, every kingdom has a king. When we think about the kingdom of

heaven or the kingdom of God — the king is God



e The second one, every kingdom needs subjects of the king or else you really
wouldn’t have a kingdom. By the way, the subjects of the king are the believers.
We are subject to the king who is..... God

e The third thing that a kingdom needs — is a territory.

And so when we talk about the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God — the
territory is both physical and spiritual.

It is physical in a sense that heaven is a real literal place.

But it also has a spiritual connotation — because the kingdom of heaven speaks

of the rule and reign of God in the hearts and lives of people.

Turn to Luke 17 —

Because here the pharisees ask Jesus when the kingdom of God will come -

[Luk 17:20-21 NKJV] 20 Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the
kingdom of God would come, He answered them and said, “The kingdom of God
does not come with observation; 21 “nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’

For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.”

So once again, the kingdom of heaven is about God’s rule in the hearts and lives of
people, and God’s reward (heaven itself) for those who have submitted to His rule in a

relationship with Him.

So we see Jesus inviting people, welcoming people to be a part of this kingdom



To submit our lives to Him as King and enjoy the many benefits that come with being

citizens of that kingdom.

Again, the invitation is open to all

We all serve a king — the question is —who do we serve?

We can be ruled by God or we can be ruled by self.

We can’t serve two masters — we have seen this in our prior studies

There is only one king and its going to be Jesus — so we have to learn to submit to Him

So this is what Jesus refers to when He mentions the kingdom of heaven

Jesus wants us to understand — to think about what His kingdom is about

Now — with that being said, let’s look at our text -

[Mat 20:1-16 NKJV] 1 "For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went
out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 "Now when he had

agreed with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard.

Now, A Jewish workday was twelve hours, starting at 6:00AM.

They worked six days a week. 6:00 AM to 6:00 PM

At the start of the long workday, the landowner went to find laborers for his harvest.

Hired laborers in ancient Israel were the lowest class of workers.



They were unskilled, untrained, and they were unemployed except for a day at a time.

They were day laborers — but instead of Home Depots, the landowner would go to the

marketplace.

So at the beginning of the parable — the landowner goes to the market place early in
the morning — He finds a few day laborers — they agree on how much they are going to
be paid — remember, these were unskilled workers who the landowner was promising a

day’s pay that was comparable for skilled worker.

A denarius was more than a day laborer could expect to receive. Way more.

Keep that in mind.

And so — he sends them to go work at 6 AM

3 "And he went out about the third hour and saw others standing idle in the
marketplace, 4 "and said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard, and whatever is
right I will give you.' So they went. 5 "Again he went out about the sixth and the
ninth hour, and did likewise. 6 "And about the eleventh hour he went out and
found others standing idle, and said to them, 'Why have you been standing here
idle all day?' 7 "They said to him, 'Because no one hired us.' He said to them,

'You also go into the vineyard, and whatever is right you will receive.’



So what is happening here — is the landowner, he finds laborers at the marketplace —
but there was too much work to be done, so he goes to the next city at 9:00 AM and

find more workers and sends them to work in his field

He goes to the next city — and finds more workers at noon and sends them to work in

his farm

And he does the same thing at 3:00 PM and even at 5:00 PM

Now, remember — quitting time is at 6:00 PM

Notice — these other laborers — the ones that went to work later in the day -

They willingly went to work, without negotiating, they are happy to take whatever this

very generous man would give them.

The landowner simply tells them “I am going to pay you whatever is right”

8 "So when evening had come, the owner of the vineyard said to his steward,
‘Call the laborers and give them [their] wages, beginning with the last to the

first.'

So at the end of the day — the owner tells the supervisor or the foreman.

Gather all the workers and pay them — but start off with the laborers that came later in
the day — the last ones to get hired. Pay them first and finish with the guys who have

been here since 6 AM



The reason this is interesting is that it will force the guys who were hired first, to stand

around and watch what the guys that came later on in the day will get paid.

9 "And when those came who [were hired] about the eleventh hour, they each

received a denarius.

So the foremen goes to the guys that worked only one hour — and gives them a full

days wage.

Now, remember — a full day’s wage (a denarius) was already generous to a day laborer

who was working the entire 12 hours.

It was beyond generous to receive a denarius for only working one hour.

10 "But when the first came, they supposed that they would receive more; and

they likewise received each a denarius.

The guys who started work at 6:00 AM — they see everyone getting paid — the wage

that they had negotiated with the owner.

And | had you make a note of the phrase — “they supposed”

Because what is going through there mind is — if these guys got one — maybe | will get

four or | will get six or 12 times what they got.

| picture them high fiving each other — thinking about everything that they are going to

buy



They have this expectation that they will get more.

They have this expectation that they expect more.

They have this expectation that they deserve more

But when the foremen pays them — they get the same amount as all the other workers.

They started off confident as everyone else was getting paid and they finished

disappointed to what they received.

11 "And when they had received [it], they complained against the landowner, 12
"saying, 'These last [men] have worked [only] one hour, and you made them

equal to us who have borne the burden and the heat of the day.'

That word complained — it means they grumbled.

The men hired early — they are upset because the guys hired later got paid exactly the

same.

They are accusing the landowner of being unkind, they are accusing the landowner of

being unfair

They are accusing the landowner of not giving enough compensation

They worked the entire day
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They were there working in the hot sun — while these other guys show up later in the

day and they get compensated the same.

In their mind — this is unfair and they are questioning the character of the landowner

But in reality what they are doing — they are exposing their own hearts.

13 "But he answered one of them and said, 'Friend, | am doing you no wrong. Did
you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 'Take [what is] yours and go your way.
| wish to give to this last man [the same] as to you. 15 'Is it not lawful for me to

do what | wish with my own things? Or is your eye evil because | am good?"

The landowner responds to the grumbling of the first men —

By asking them — what did | do wrong

You agreed to a day’s wage — | gave you a day’s wage

So I don’'t know why you are having an issue with me — | gave you exactly what |

promised

| am giving you exactly what you agreed too.

| had you make a note of the phrase — “your evil eye”

And this is what it means —

Are you envious?
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Are you envious because | am good or because | am generous?

What was it to them if he wanted to be generous?

And the parable ends in verse 16

16 "So the last will be first, and the first last. For many are called, but few

chosen."

The interesting part of this last verse is that the entire parable is sandwiched in

between Jesus teaching His disciples the same thing —

Look at the last verse in ch 19

[Mat 19:30 NKJV] 30 "But many [who are] first will be last, and the last first.

And then Jesus begins the parable —

And He ends it with the same reminder —

"So the last will be first, and the first last. For many are called, but few chosen."

All of the workers were the recipients of tremendous generosity and had no cause

whatsoever to complain.

The first workers were treated as if they were no better than the last workers; the last

workers were treated as well as the first workers.

The parable is about our serving The Lord as citizens of the kingdom of Heaven.
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Some people come to faith early in their life

And some people come to faith later in their life

And some people come to faith in Jesus Christ somewhere in between

But regardless — the reward is the same for all that come to faith in Jesus

We get our sins forgiven

We get the ultimate reward of heaven — of spending eternity in His presence

So in this parable — here are the characters —

The landowner represents God

The workers who are hired — represents all of us who are called into a relationship with

Jesus

The different times of the day — represent different stages of life where we are called

differently — in terms of when we come to faith in Jesus

And the currency — grace

We are saved by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone

Whether we are saved at early age and served God faithfully

Or whether we are saved later on in our life and lived a life where we did dumb things

after dumb things
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The reward is the same

It doesn’t matter if we got saved early in the day or if we got saved at the 11™ hour —

the reward is the same

And those of us that got saved at a young age — we have to be careful to resent those

who got saved at the last hour — and still get all the same benefits

Because remember — in the parable — the ones who Jesus calls out for their bad

attitude are the ones who got hired early

They expected more of a reward — their thinking was “we have been working a lot

harder — we should get more”

But we have to understand that serving Jesus longer doesn’t mean there is a better

retirement plan.

The same way goes for someone who came to faith later on in life — it doesn’t mean

that thy are going to be living in government housing when they get to heaven
The benefit package is the same — just like in the parable

This October — will be 34 years that | have been a Christian — serving for almost 18

years

If a convicted 85 year old felon sitting in a prison cell - tonight responds to the tugging

of the heart by the Holy Spirit and accepts Jesus Christ as his or her Savior
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Same package —

For the person who says — well that is not fair — that is exactly what the guys who went

to work at 6 AM said —

And here is the thing to truly understand loved ones — grace is not fair.

We need to thank God that grace is not fair because if we all got what we deserve —

that is called justice.

And none of us want justice.

We all want grace — unfortunately, sometimes we don’t want it for the other person.

The eternal reward is the same for all no matter when you come to faith in Jesus

But there is another very important application for us

In how we relate to God and to others

And that is this —

1. We should never hold God to promises He never made

It is easy to create expectations of God based on what we think God should do — rather

than what He said He would do.

Because that is what the first group did — they saw the last group getting a days wage

— God is going to give me more that a days wage —
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The landowner in the parable was faithful to his promise — it was the workers who
created unnecessary strife and disappointment when they thought that the landowner

should take a different course of action.

We need to resist the temptation to think that God needs to do more than what He has

already done or what He has already promised.

2. Don’t assume that God owes you anything

3. Don’t complain about how God chooses to bless others.

God loves to bless other people beyond what they deserve

We tend to think that others need to get what they deserve

And when we see other get bless — we complain — especially when we compare them

to ourselves

| hear it all the time —

That’s not fair.

Life is not fair

Grace is not fair

Until we get to the place where we realize that we have gotten from God what we don’t
deserve — then and only then, we will be able to celebrate when others receive from

God what they don’t deserve.
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As believers — we have been recipients of God’s unfairness — grace

That’s what this parable is all about

We should celebrate God’s grace which He has lavished upon all of us

Amen

Let’s pray...

To Receive Christ do the following:

Admit, “| am a sinner.”

Confess and be willing to turn from your sin.

Believe, by faith that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross.

Receive, through prayer, Jesus Christ into your heart and receive eternal life.

Dear Lord Jesus,

| know that | am a sinner and need Your forgiveness. | believe that You died on the

cross for my sins. Please forgive me for my sins and cleanse me by Your blood. |
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accept You by faith as my personal Lord and Savior. Give me a thirst for Your Word

and Help me to follow You all of my days. In Jesus’ name | pray, Amen.

[Num 6:24-26 NLT] 24"

May the LORD bless you and protect you.

May the LORD smile on you and be gracious to you.

May the LORD show you his favor and give you his peace.’



