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Bibles??? 

The Word of God is the Absolute Truth and the Final Authority 

Turn your bibles with me to John 12 

We are continuing our verse by verse study through the gospel of John 

This is going to be our third week in chapter 12 – we have about another two weeks at 

the pace we are going. 

So far in this chapter, we have seen how Jesus was worshipped my Mary, Martha and 

Lazarus – we looked at His triumphal entry and why He chose to ride into Jerusalem 

the way He did and we saw how the people responded. 

However, I don’t want us to lose sight of the timeline in which all of this is taking place. 

This chapter started with John giving us the haunting words -  

Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came 

This chapter not only begins to conclude the gospel of John, it also sets in motion the 

final days before Jesus dies on the cross for you and for me. 

And that is what the focus is going to be in our text this morning – looking toward the 

cross. 

Let’s pray… 
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[Jhn 12:20-26 NKJV] 20 Now there were certain Greeks among those who came 

up to worship at the feast.  

So, first of all, I want to make sure that we don’t lose sight that all of this is taking place 

during the Passover feast –  

All Jews were required to go to Jerusalem to observe Passover. 

I talked about it last Sunday that this was one of the reasons that Jesus made His 

triumphal entry on that particular Sunday. 

Two million Jews crammed into Jerusalem for the week. 

However, John points out to us that there were certain Greeks that showed up – and I 

had you make a note of that – 

So the question is who are these Greeks, why have they shown up and what is the 

significance of them showing up. 

So who are these Greeks? 

They are Gentiles – they are non-Jews. 

These are Gentile people who have come up to Jerusalem to worship the Jewish God 

at the Passover. 

In Acts 8 – the Lord sends Philip to meet the Ethiopian who had come to worship in 

Jerusalem. 
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However, I want you to turn to Matt 15 - 

[Mat 15:21-28 NKJV] 21 Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the 

region of Tyre and Sidon. (BTW – this is Gentile Land) 22 And behold, a woman of 

Canaan came from that region and cried out to Him, saying, "Have mercy on me, 

O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely demon-possessed." (so she is a 

gentile) 23 But He answered her not a word. And His disciples came and urged 

Him, saying, "Send her away, for she cries out after us." 24 But He answered and 

said, "I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." 25 Then she 

came and worshiped Him, saying, "Lord, help me!" 26 But He answered and said, 

"It is not good to take the children's bread and throw [it] to the little dogs." (btw – 

Jesus is not calling her a mutt – He is calling her a little puppy) 27 And she said, 

"Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters' 

table." (notice – she is not asking for the portion that belongs to the children – all she 

asking for is the crumbs – what the children don’t want)28 Then Jesus answered and 

said to her, "O woman, great [is] your faith! Let it be to you as you desire." And 

her daughter was healed from that very hour. 

Now – going back to John 12 

These Gentiles are also puppies  

And just like the Gentile woman in Matt 15 – they have come to see Jesus 
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21 Then they came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him, 

saying, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus."  

Now, John doesn’t tell us how these Greeks heard about Jesus 

They could have heard the multitudes cry out days earlier - 

“Hosanna! 

‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ 

The King of Israel!” 

Another possibility – that we find in the other gospels is that Jesus, the first thing that 

He does after His triumphal entry is that He goes to the Temple – to the Court of the 

Gentiles and cleans house. 

And Mark tells us -  

[Mar 11:17 NKJV] 17 Then He taught, saying to them, "Is it not written, 'My house 

shall be called a house of prayer for all nations'? But you have made it a 'den of 

thieves.' " 

So – these Gentiles could have been there and they wanted to know more about 

Jesus. 

So they came to Philip? 
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Why Philip? Again, we don’t know – maybe it was because he had a Greek name – 

maybe they knew Philip from his hometown -  

22 Philip came and told Andrew, and in turn Andrew and Philip told Jesus.  

These Greeks they come to see Jesus 

To you and I – it might sound like a simple thing to do 

You want to see Jesus, I will take you to Jesus. 

However, these people were Gentiles. 

Was it ok to bring them to Jesus? 

What were their motives?  

Luke tells us in the book of Acts – that the Gentiles / especially the Greeks, they were 

known as people who would spend their time in nothing else but discussing the latest 

ideas and phylosophies. 

Therefore – he goes to Andrew, after all, Andrew had a reputation of bringing people to 

Jesus. 

He had brought his brother Peter to Jesus. (John 1:40-42) 

He had brought the little boy with the fish and bread to Jesus (John 6:8,9) 

So, they both go to tell Jesus that these gentiles want to meet Him. 
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But here is the thing church – 

When we study this section in context and we look at the words that John uses – it is 

most likely that these certain Greeks never meet Jesus. 

Does Jesus respond to the Greeks coming to see Him – yes, He does 

And His message to those certain Greeks and to us this morning is – that we must first 

see the cross before we can see Christ. 

That is the theme of Jesus’ message 

It's not until Jesus dies, rises from the dead, and ascends into heaven, that the gospel 

is allowed to go out to the Gentiles. 

These Gentiles coming to Jesus is tied with His glorification 

And if they really want to see Him – Jesus lays out the basics for following Him. 

You want to see Jesus – not without the cross. 

[1Co 1:22-23 NKJV] 22 For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; 

23 but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the 

Greeks foolishness, 

Give me a sing and then I will believe – that is what the world says. 



7 

 

 

I don’t need someone dying for me – I can save myself. I have money, I have fame, I 

have religion. 

You want to see Jesus – not without the cross. 

 [Eph 2:17-18 NKJV] 17 And He came and preached peace to you who were afar 

off (gentiles) and to those who were near (Jews). 18 For through Him we both 

have access by one Spirit to the Father. 

It is through the cross – that as Gentiles, we can have the same access to God that the 

Jews have. 

First, we look to the cross. 

23 But Jesus answered them, saying, "The hour has come that the Son of Man 

should be glorified.  

I had you make a note – Jesus stating that the hour has come 

And the reason I point this out is because in four different occasions in the gospel of 

John – we are told it wasn’t the right time. 

Jhn 2:4 At the wedding feast, when they run out of wine, Mary walks in and tells Jesus 

do something about this! – Jesus tells His mother, "Woman, what does your concern 

have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come." 
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John 7 – Jesus’ brothers want Him to reveal Himself at the Feast of Tabernacles – and 

Jesus tells them - “My time has not yet come 

Later on in the feast (John 7) – the Pharisees sought to arrest Jesus – and John tells 

us, but no one laid a hand on Him, because His hour had not yet come. 

In John 8 – Jesus returns to the temple and taught, and John tells us that no man laid 

hands on him; for his hour was not yet come. 

However, here after these Greeks have come seeking after Him – Jesus says, it’s time. 

The hour has come – it is the moment of purpose. 

BTW – John is the only one who writes about these Greek visitors. 

And one of the significance of them arriving is that the Messiah would move from being 

just a Jewish Savior to being the Savior of the World. 

The hour had come – when the rejection of the religious rulers would reach its zenith. 

The hour had come – for God redemptive work to be complete at the cross. 

The hour has come that the Son of Man 

I had you make a note of that – we may not clearly see it – but the Jews would clearly 

see what Jesus meant here. 

Jesus is declaring the attribute of God; He is the Messiah, the Savior of the World. 
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Turn your bibles to Dan 7 

[Dan 7:13-14 NKJV] 13 "I was watching in the night visions, And behold, [One] 

like the Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient 

of Days, And they brought Him near before Him. 14 Then to Him was given 

dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and languages 

should serve Him. His dominion [is] an everlasting dominion, Which shall not 

pass away, And His kingdom [the one] Which shall not be destroyed. 

Throughout the Gospel of John, we have seen Jesus refer to Himself over and over 

again as the Son of God –  

However, here He uses Son of Man – the title of Christ 

That is why next week – there will be those who will question Jesus. 

How can you claim to be the Son of Man? Daniel says that the Son of Man will not 

pass away and His kingdom shall not be destroyed – yet you are saying that the He 

must be lifted up. 

I also had you make a note that the hour had come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 

The word glorified here is the word that refers to: praise, magnify, to make glorious, to 

clothe with splendor. 

How was He going to be glorified? 
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He tells us. 

24 "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground 

and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.  

Most assuredly = truly, truly – Jesus is saying, you guys better pay attention to what I 

am about to say. 

I had you make a note of, a grain. In the Greek, It is singular. 

A grain – it is going to fall into the ground, but it is going to produce much/many (plural) 

I was having a conversation with my kids earlier this week about corn – and it didn’t get 

very far before they lost interest. 

But my point to them was that an average ear of corn has 16 rows of kernels and about 

800 kernels 

So, one could take those 800 kernels and plant them and they will produce more plants 

that will produce ears of corn and the entire process will repeat itself. 

A single grain is going to produce much fruit. 

Jesus is the grain and we are the fruit of His labor. 

We believe in Him and have eternal life because a grain of wheat that fell into the 

ground 2000 years ago. 
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Jesus is talking about His own death and the salvation that it would accomplish 

[Mat 20:28 NKJV] 28 "just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 

serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." 

Jesus says, I am going to go into the ground and when I come up – there is going to be 

a lot of fruit. 

That is how Jesus, the Son of Man is going to be glorified. 

Not through a manmade ceremony – but through His humiliation. 

Turn to Phil 5 

[Phl 2:5-11 NKJV] 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 

who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 

7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, [and] 

coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He 

humbled Himself and became obedient to [the point of] death, even the death of 

the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name 

which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and 

[that] every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord, to the glory of 

God the Father. 

Jesus is equal with God, but laid it all aside. 
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And in the end, His name is the name above all other names. 

Church, I don’t want us to lose the context of Jesus’ message. 

These Greeks were coming to see Jesus – they had seen the parade, they heard the 

multitudes cry out, they heard about the things that He had done. 

And Jesus responds with – they want to see Me? This is what I want them to see. I 

want them to see Me dying. I want them seeing Me bearing fruit. 

I don’t want them to be like those in the crowd who are going to turn on Me in a few 

days – those who were simply expecting a deliverer from Roman oppression. 

And here is the kicker -  

I want them to follow my example. 

That is what He says next. 

25 "He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will 

keep it for eternal life.  

My dying for your salvation is also my design for your imitation. That is what Jesus is 

saying here. 

If you want to see Me, be prepared to become like Me. 
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If you are going to be a follower of Me – you are going to have let go of this life on 

earth. 

While I was flying back from Austin this week, I was reading a book by Chuck Swindoll 

– and he wrote about how Corrie Ten Boom actually came to visit his church one time. 

Corrie lost her father and a sister in a Nazi concentration camp. 

And so, he says that she met the family. 

And gave him this bit of advice. 

She told him to hold everything loosely – including his children. 

And she said that the reason is – if he is holding on with a tight grip, and the Lord 

decides to take any of them back to Himself, it is going to be more painful if He has to 

pry his fingers loose. 

Think about Abraham –  

God had to loosen Abraham’s grip on Isaac. That was the test in Gen 22 

Think about Lot’s wife. 

What did she do as Lot and the family was fleeing Sodom and Gomorrah? 

She turned back – 

She had such a tight grip to her world in Sodom that she was unwilling to let it go. 
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That is why Jesus gives us the warning -  

[Luk 17:32-33 NKJV] 32 "Remember Lot's wife. 33 "Whoever seeks to save his 

life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it. 

So what is holding us back from fully serving the Lord? 

He should be occupying the throne of our heart. 

Everything should be expendable compared to following the Lord. 

[Phl 3:7-8 NKJV] 7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for 

Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the 

knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all 

things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 

It's not that we aren't allowed to have anything of value, but that we shouldn't be letting 

anything get in our way of serving the Lord. 

26 "If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will 

be also. If anyone serves Me, him [My] Father will honor. 

Some people think that being a Christian means you own a Bible & go to church once 

a month – as a way to kind of pay your spiritual fire insurance. 
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Others assume being a Christian means have a head full of theologically correct 

positions on such things as the Bible, salvation, the Church, & whatever topic happens 

to be hot at the moment. 

Other people think that being a Christian means just coming to church and listen to 

teachings about what Jesus said and did. 

Jesus didn’t say follow my teachings – He said, If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me 

He is talking about the cross. 

[Mat 10:38 NKJV] 38 "And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is 

not worthy of Me. 

The Christian is someone who forsakes, who renounces a life dominated by self,  

& instead seeks to be one through whom the resurrected Christ lives. 

Losing your life is what every Christian is called to do 

This is not a call to missions in some foreign land but a call to serve Him here and now. 

And God honors those who do. 

How do we bring glory to Him – by following His example. 

Do we want to see Him – we look to the cross. 

Let’s pray… 
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To Receive Christ do the following: 

 

Admit, “I am a sinner.” 

Confess and be willing to turn from your sin. 

Believe, by faith that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross. 

Receive, through prayer, Jesus Christ into your heart and receive eternal life. 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, 

I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness. I believe that You died on the 

cross for my sins. Please forgive me for my sins and cleanse me by Your blood. I 

accept You by faith as my personal Lord and Savior. Give me a thirst for Your Word 

and Help me to follow You all of my days. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 
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[Gal 2:20 NKJV] 20 "I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, 

but Christ lives in me; and the [life] which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 

the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 

Paul is saying here that he has made a choice to not only let Jesus be his substitute on 

the Cross, but to let Jesus be his substitute for him now in this life 

Paul is saying, I'll just get out of the way and let Jesus live through me 

 

[Num 6:24-26 NLT] 24 ' 

May the LORD bless you and protect you.  

May the LORD smile on you and be gracious to you. 

May the LORD show you his favor and give you his peace.' 


